
What Scotland 
can do and 

England can’t withu pages of appointments 


Whitehall forgot our debt of honour 



Christopher Bdlaiiqr 

Defiance Correspondent 

The Aimed Forces Minister, 
Nicholas Soames, yesterday 
fought off Labour demands for 
his resignation over the Ministry 
of Defence’s suppression of in- 
formation abont the still unex- 
plained Gulf wax illness which 
has so far killed or disabled 
L200 of die 40,000 British ser- 
vic£ personnel who served in the 
war with Iraq. 
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Mr Soames, who became 
Armed Rdiccs Minister inl994, 
told yesterday' that there 
bad been "very senoasfefliags 
in one particular division m the 
MoD" and that some senior m3-, 
itaiy and civilian officers were. 


i - likely to. face disciplinary nc- 
^ tion-Tbe division concernedis- 
the Defence Medical Services. 
Finance and Secretarial Dhd- 
sion based in. Efolbor^ central 
■ T * London. ' 

While the Commons.De- 
u- fence Select Committee meet- 
ing focused on failures of MbD 
procedure, Gulf war veterans at- 

.:.f- parent)? forgone - Eke^so 
•'.it many Bntish annies of the past 
■:?d MRs yesterday tore into the 
•*.-,** minister and mS Permanent 




Secretary at the MoD, Richard 
Mottram, demanding to know 
why the ministry bad provided 
wrong information for answers 
to parliamentary questions on 
the nse of organophosphale 
pesticides, which are one of the 
possible causes of the mysteri- 
ous Gulf war Alness. 

Mr Soames told a highly 
charged session of the 
committee that be usually re-. - 
ceived “immaculate” and thor- 
oagi advice fittn bismilitaxy ami 
civil advisers and had no knowl- 
edge that incorrect answers 
1 about the nse of organophos- 
'* chafes had been given, until 25 
September last year. He bad 
then told Parliament as soon as 
be could, on 4 October. 

•He cross-party committee of 
MPs was sympathetic to Mr 
Soames* plight, but Gulf war 

cra^wbiTbad miri&f'wham 
and when did not help, them and 
were bitterly disappointed. 

Carol Hm, wife -of Major 
Ian HiD, head of the Gulf War 
Famili es and Veterans’ Associ- 
ation, was there, but her hus- 
band was too. ill to . attend, 
suffering. from breathing diffi- 
cultieS- Major Chris Lloyd, a for-, 
mer musing officer and Hmy 
Flint had bOth£exved with 205 
General Hospital at Riyadh in' : 
.Saudi AjabiaTwheretherewere . 
personnel! V" 

. . ‘'It’s too late for these guys,” 
said Mr Flmt, producing some 
, colour photographs. “He’s 
dead, he’s dead, he’s dead: He 
. was 21, he was 44, he was 30. 
That's three out of 123 photos 
ryegpL” . 

Last night Labour reiterated 
their allegations that Mr 1 
Soames had known earlier hot < 
ignored the evidence. The par- s 
ty’s defence spokesman, Dr i 
David dark, said there were at ] 
least four occasions when the ! 
evidence was ignored. l 

After prolonged question- ’ 
mg bythe committee, which the i 
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Official attitudes: The unhappy history of Guff War syndrome 





were usedbyBr&ish forces”, miSUiave . 

l$^Nx^l^5oames,1tis references 




Liberal Democrat MB Maudes 
Campbell, likened to “peeling 
an onion”, Mr Mottram ad- 
mitted his investigation had 

S inned the errors down to the 
urgeon-Ge neral’s organisa- 
tion. It was headed by Surgeon 
Vice-Admiral Tbny Revell dur- 
ing the period in question, and 


now by Air Vice- Marshal John 
Baird. Mr Mottram refused to 
go further on the grounds that 
to identify individuals would 
prejudice their chances of a fan- 
hearing at any future discipli- 
nary proceedings. 

An MoD memorandum re- 
leased yesterday said the an- 


swers by first Jeremy Hanley 
.and thenMr Soames to six par- 
liamentary questions in 1994 
were incorrect m stating that no 
organophosphate pesticides 
had been used, when they had. 
The wrong advice, submitted in 
July and November 1994, was 
repeatedly used. This “consti- 
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Brown’s claim to be tough backfires 


Coyle 

riles Editor 


I k-Gordon Brownfest night staked 

sj5is claim to be tougher than the 
| Uk “ Conservatives on inflation, but 
I Sir 1 . L the shadow Chancellor’s speech. 
" ('backfired in the financial mar- 

2 ; ; fccts, where experts questioned 

„ 1 « . Labour's credailily. 

*“ r Jt Insiders at the Bank and. 

Treasury cautiously welcomed 
ft Q I plans to appoint a Monetary 

l\ Impolicy Committee and a. new 
" 1 * . ;£ Council of Economic Advisers. 


QUICKLY 


rugby win 

" A LThe BBC announced that it had 


Most C5ty experts think the 
only way Lalxmr could prove in 
advance that it is tougher on int 
flatioa than the Conservatives 
is to announce that the Bank of 
England wiD become indepen- 
dent. They were not convinced, 
yesterday that the new com- 
mittee bringing in outsiders 
would help towards that: end. 

Paul Mortimer-Lee, chief 
economist at investment bank 
Paribas, said: “The proposed 
committee, is bound to end up 
being more political because a 


majority of its members wiD not 
be central bankers. There is no 
real move towards indepen- 
dence for the Bank.” 

Simon Briscoe at Nikko Eu- 
rope described the proposals as 
“misguided’’. “The Bank and 
.the Treasury are full of perfectly 
able and experienced individu- 
als who are not political ap- 
pointees,” he said. 

In the speech Mr Brown said 
the committee members would 
be high-calibre experts in mon- 
etary policy, and stressed that 


be would continue to publish 
the minutes of the monthly 
monetaxy meetings* But City an^ 
afysts were annoyed that they 
did notgetcopiesofthe test un- 
tfi yesterday evening. . 

One said: “The phone has 
been ringing aO day with peo- 
ple asking about the implica- 
tions of this and all we’ve seen 
are the headlines based on po- 
litical briefings. If Labour wants 
to build credibility with the fi- 
nancial markets they are going 
to have to change " 


Mr Brown's commitment 
yesterday to a target of 23 per 
cent inflation or less was ^ read 


nal that Labour would proba- 
bly raise interest rates soon 
after the general election! 

This is a more hawkish stance 
than Kenneth Clarke’s. The 
Chancellor has made it plain 
that because of the strong 
pound he sees no need ta in- 
crease borrowing costs at pre- 
sent, even though the Bank 
reckons that inflation will oth- 


erwise meet its target for only 
a few months this year. 

On the basis of Mr Brown's 
“reported speech”, the Chan- 
cellor said - “Low inflation is the 
product of sound Tbry policies. 
You may be able to clone a 
sheep, but you can’t clone suc- 
cessful Chancellors.” As for 
Mr Brown’s decision to order an 
outside audit of Treasury figures, 
reported in yesterday's Inde- 
pendent, Mr Clarke said: “This 
is the oldest trick in the book. 

Politics, page 4 
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KGB’s old London hands overcome by 
nostalgia for warm beer and skittles 


Ph|l Hems 

Moscow - : - • • ~ - 

There is little to distinguish 
them from a group of old genis 
Thousands of divorced women you might mid on a putting 
stand to bep^ ft om government green in Surrey. They wear 
Alans to enable them to daim a flannels; Austin Reed sports 


iio 

jF ^9 stand to bendrriroin government .green in Surrey. They wear 

9-tm 9 ^TMv<S?*lans to enafcSe them to daim a flannels; Austin Reed sports 

- a . r*®toof thcsrbnrtjands^penaons jKkcts.b^e^ Bon ties, 

t d W# PHW 1 ^butthousandbmorewiQ lose out You would hardly know that 

. . .«< irpr-t .. - kiM lu thev are not from middle Ene- 


\ “Despite the terrible blows 
that the' British secret service 
dealt us; we remain inveterate 
Anglophiles and at the dub, the 


IT.**' - .aifl u ^vvouas; uv ua 

-j'mentingthep 


r. because otlfiede: 
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^Chinese bombings 

j;A series of indiscriminate 
b bombings inihe capital of Chi-. 
t. ua’s far western muslim Xin- 
f.jlang province iust hours after 

|c'.Deog Xiaopihgs manorialcer- 
'f emony has exposed the gaps in 


they are not from middle Eng- 
land, but former Soviet spies. 

Spies who have one thing m 
morm on: they all worked for the 
KGB in London, gathering in- 
formation fbr therr masters in 
Moscow. Pimng fbr the plea- 
sures of British fife, .they (have 
formed a club whidi meets in 
Moscow’s restaurants to remi- 


wrote Mikhail Lyubimov, a for- 
mer KGB a^nt, in an article 
about the spies club’s activities 

in th e Moscow Times yesterday. 

You might expect these ektets 
of espionage to talk only shop. 
Rir from” it- Their gatherings, 
says the ex-colonel, could eas- 

M^^grouprfoldp^^CTtHS. 

“The conversation is often in 
F^kh and, naturally, like all 


the Western press, we arc very 
kind and decent people. JWe 
talk] about the treasures of the 
National Gallery, dog races, 
the Henley regatta and gather- 
ings in Ye Olde Cheshire 
Cheese pub,” continued Mr 
Lyubimov, the dub’s chairman. 

These days, however, the 

gentlemen are badly out of 

sorts. “Many dub members be- 
lieve that Western countries 
are not treating Russia proper- 
ly,” he complains. Why, for ex- 
ample, have many former KGB - 
officers been refiBed visas, while 
ex-CIA agents and Britons who 
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nisce about dieir happy Cold 
t t r^tyfipparatus. Plage IX Whr days. . ; 


true gentlemen, everyone were once branded persona non 
drinks Scotch whisky exdu- grata by Moscow are nowadays 
sivehr, preferably 12-year-old allowed into Russia? . 
angle malts. Both the West and Russia 

“Contrary to stereotypes m have continued ^ing entbusi- 
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head of Russia’s counter-intel- 
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claims that within the last year 
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his service exposed 400 foreign 
agents. This week, a Commons 
committee warned that Russian 
agents may be trying to pene- 
trate British intelligence. 

But Mr Lyubimov believes 
the Wsst is guifty of double stan- 
dards, merffiy spying away while 
condemning —and p enalisin g — 
Russia for doing the same. 

However, he and his fellow 
spies do have their limits. They 
drew the line at a proposal made 
by one of the guests at a dub 
meeting. According to Mr Lyu- 
bimov, a British human rights 
activist called on the assembled 
spooks to repeat for their sin of 
persecuting dissidents. This 
“did not evoke any enthusiasm 
on the part of club members," 
the KGB veteran remarked. 


Sick veteran was 
on secret mission 


Outside the Ministry of Defence: Field Marsha! Lord Slim, who led another ‘forgotten’ army Photograph: Edward Sykes 


tuted a fundamental failure of 
the working practices adopted 
by service and civil service 
staff”, according to the report. 

Mr Soames said the advice he 
received had been “absolutely 
emphatic that no organ ophos- 
phates had been used. It did not 
occur to me to question that”. 


Ian Burrell 

A seriously ill Gulf veteran 
said Iasi night that he had been 
pan of a secret unit working fur 
government scientists un chem- 
ical and biological experiments. 

Sergeant Angus Parker 
worked as a lab technician for 
the 1st Held Laboratory Unit, 
reporting to scientists from Pur- 
ton Down, the government s se- 
cret chemical and biological 
defence establishment, in Wilt- 
shire. 

The sergeant has broken his 
silence by writing to the Com- 
mons defence select committee, 
saying that Porton Down is sit- 
ting on the evidence whidi may 
explain Gulf war illness. Earl 
Howe, the defence minister, has 
agreed to meet him next month 
in London. 

Working from laboratories 
set up inside vehicles, his team 
analysed airborne particles. 
Other teams took extensive 
blood samples from British 
troops. Findings were fed back 
to Britain via a data link. 

Sgt Parker's unit was part of 
the biological-warfare recon- 
naissance team which, along 
with the chcraical-warfare re- 
connaissance team and the 
health-survey team, which mon- 
itored the effects of vaccinations 
on the troops, all reported to the 
Ton on Down scientists. 

Sgt Parker was assigned to 
the unit as part of the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, which 
has reffered a high number of 
casualties of Gulf-TA&r illness. 

He said last night: “The MoD 
would probably not admit to the 
existence of the unit but 1 have 
tbc photographs to prove it. 
Blood samples were taken in the 
UK before the vaccinations, 
then after they were vaednat- 
cd and at various times in the 
Gulf. 

“Why has the data collected 
by the biological and chemical 
teams not been released? I 


want them to tell me why 1 am 
ill. because they know.” 

Sgt Barker, 37. is scriousfy ilL 
A lit man of 31 when be went 
to war. he is now diagnosed as 
having chronic fatigue syn- 
drome, post-traumatic stress, 
disorder and renal impairment 
He also suffers from a heart 
problem and has dizzy spells 
and blackouts. Prior to the war, 
he was given 12 vaccinations. 

A spokesman for Porton 
Down said its scientists “may 



Parker Maintains MoD knows 
reason for Gulf-War sickness 

wcIT have been in the Gulf but 
could not discuss an opera- 
tional matter. 

A solicitor representing 
scores of sick Gulf Wbr veter- 
ans revealed yesterday how she 
was gagged by Ministry of De- 
fence officials when she tried to 
warn John Major, the Prime 
Minister, about the use of 
organophosphate (OPs) chem- 
icals in the conflict. 

Hilary Meredith,. of Man- 
chester solicitors Donn and 
Co, wrote to Mr Major in July 
1995, after receiving documents 
which proved that troops had 
used OPs without protection in 
the Gulf. She was told to meet 
MoD officials who demanded 
that she sign an undertaking not 
to release the information. 
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Butcher in food poisoning 
scare shuts up shop 

An Edinburgh butcher at the centre of the latest E.coli food 
poisoning outbreak in Scotland decided yesterday to dose his shop. 

James Anderson made his voluntary decision following talks with 
environmental health officials who have linked three E.coli 0157 
cases with his shop in Leith. There have been no deaths in the 
latest outbreak, but one of the victims, a 72-year-old woman, is 
seriously iU at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. Swabs from the shop 
were taken yesterday but it could take up to five days before the 
results are known. 

Meanwhile. John Barr, the butcher whose premises in Wishaw 
have been linked to 18 deaths in an earlier outbreak in 
Lanarkshire, prepares to reopen his shop today, with the approval 
of the area's public health authorities. Steve Boggan 

Rail firm to cut 1,200 jobs 

More than 1,000 jobs are to be cut by privatised rail companies in 
the north of England, according to leaked government documents. 

The figures, obtained by the BBC show that MTL, the largest 
private bus company in Britain, which took over Regional Railways 
North East and serves Manchester, Leeds and Newcastle, plans to 
cut staff levels by 40 per cent over seven years. Under British Rail, 
the firm employed nearly 3.000 people. Under MTL, it will be run 
by 1.800 staff. Jonathan Bray, of Save our Railways, said: “This 
shows what privatisation is all about Private companies are given 
contracts not because they offer the beat deal for passengers but 
because they promise to axe staff and slash costs.” Randeep Ramesh 

Policemen sacked in racism row 

Two long-serving police officers have been thrown out of the force 
after shouting racist abuse at a member of the public. 

Sgt Andrew Hunter and Dei Con Steve Beech were “required to 
resign” by the Thames Valley Chief Constable Charles Pollard after 
a disciplinary hearing. The pair, who had been officers for more 
than 23 years, were carpeted after an incident in Buckingham, 
when a black pedestrian complained racist abuse was shouted at 
him from an unmarked police car. Both officers, who stand to lose 
their pension rights, have lodged appeals with the Home Secretary. 

Tory defector in battle for stronghold 

Alan Howarth, the former 
Tory MP who.crossed the 
floor to join Labour in 1995 
is on the shortlist for the', 
safe Labour seat of 
Newport East, south Wales. 
The MP for Stratford- 
upon-Avon is one of nine 
contenders, and a 
particularly strong 
challenge is expected from 
Bryan Davies, a Labour 
frontbench spokesman 
whose Oldham Central and 
Royton constituency 
vanishes due to boundary 
changes. At the 1992 
election, Roy Hughes, who announced his retirement only recently, 
bad a majority of 9,899 over the Tories. Tony Heath 

Protest over Lake District drilling 

Concern over the prospect of more boreholes being drilled in the 
Lake District National Park in an attempt to prove the Sellafield 
area safe for the burial of nuclear waste has provoked a protest by 
the part authority to John Gummer, Secretary of State for the 
Environment. Mr Gummer is hesitating over his a decision on a 
public inquiry into an application by Nirex, the state-owned nuclear 
waste company, to build an underground rock laboratory on the 
Cumbrian coast - paving the way for a £2bn repository. Doubts 
increased last month with the leaking of a Nirex memo saying up to 
100 times more data was needed, and even then the company ought 
“struggle” to make out a safety case for a dump. Stephen Goodwin 

Libel damages for Tory candidate 

A Conservative parliamentary candidate yesterday accepted a total 
of £16,000 libel damages from nine companies who distributed an 
issue of the satirical magazine Scallywag , which accused him of 
planning a “dirty tricks” campaign against Labour. Solicitors for Dr 
Julian Lewis, the joint deputy director of the Conservative 
Research Department who is standing for the New Forest East 
seat, told the High Court yesterday there was no truth in the 
allegations. The distributors apologised unreservedly and also 
agreed to pay Dr Lewis's legal costs. 

Motorway experiment cuts crashes 

A variable speed limit scheme on Britain's busiest motorway has 
helped reduce accidents and improve traffic flows, it was announced 
yesterday. The system - in place for 12 months on the busiest section 
of the M25. London's orbital motorway - works by measuring 
congestion and adjusting the speed limit to get traffic flowing freely. 
Police have reported a 28 per cent drop in the number of accidents. 
Despite the scheme's success, however, there are no plans at present 


to extend it beyond the capital. 


Randeep Ramesh 
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Looking back: Rabbi Leo Fischer art toe memorial In central LoiMton .iirn^led y^ertfoy by the 
.Queen end the Israeli president,. Ezer Weiznian, to Raonl Wailenberg, tbe Swerfish dipfomat 
credited with saving 10,000 Jews in Hungaiy from the Nazis. Mr FischoT, ln Mahno during the 
war, belped save his own parerrtswitffSweifflsbp (Phatagraph: Andrew Buunnan) f 


Anti-bully ploy that smacked 
of a teadieris step too fer 


B renda Davies, a teacher who was disciplined af- 
ter allowing a five-year-old pupfl to smack a group 
of boys' she claimed had bullied him, yesterday 
resigned her post 

The 43-year-old blamed her resignation on stress 
caused by a lack of support from the head teacher and 
management at Tennyson Road Primary School In Lu- 
ton. She said she planned to take her case to an in- 
dustrial tribunal, claiming constructive dismissal. 

Mrs Davies, a teacher for 27 years including seven 
at Tennyson Road, was removed from her Infant class 
last November and asked to teach older children af- 
ter she let Joe Middleton smack six other children on 
the hand with a wooden ruler. 

At frie time, she said that Joe, who has teaming dif- 
ficulties, had been kicked like a football" in the play- 
ground by six boys aged five and six, and that she gave 
him the choice of forgiving them or smacking them. 

She defended her actions to the school management 
and parents, and wrote to the Secretary of State for 
Education GDIian Shephard asking fa- her support 
When given a final written warning that she would 


Bertone, doyen of 
car design, dies 

Nuca'o Bertone, one of the great fig- 
ures of the car world and the doyen 
of Italian design, has died aged 82. 

During more than half a century of 
intense work, he created some of the 
world's most memorable car designs 
including the Lamborghini Countach, 
the Ferrari Dino 308 GT4 and the lan- 
daStratos. 

Bom in TUrin in 1914, he entered 
his tether's small coachworks firm in 
his early 20s, gradually transforming 
it into a fully-fledged industrial plant 

One of his first big successes was 
the 1954 Alta Romeo Giulietta Sprint, 
of which 40,000 were built against an 
expected 500. He also designed the 
the Fiat 850 Spider and fire Rat XI /9. 

However, the Bertone Lamborghi- 
nis are the hallmarks of an epoch - 
the Mhira, Espada and Countach 
each figuring as milestones in auto- 
motive history. 

Finally in the 1 990s, came the Cit- 
roens ZX and Xantra, the Opel Astra 
and Fiat Punto cabriolets and the Cit- 
roen Bertingo. 

In 1995 came a Guinness Book of 
Records entry when the Bertone ZER 
Masted through file 300km/h barrier 


be sacked if she refused to give a firm imdertaking not 
to allow a similar incident again, she insisted she had 
acted in Hne with the school’s anti-bullying policy. 

Yesterday, Mrs Dairies said she stfll believed she was 
right to aflew Joe a chance to stand upto his tormentors, 
but would think twice before doing the same again. 

She claimed stress had affected her so badly after 
the incident that she needed psychiatric therapy, and 
feared having to retire through ill-health. 

Mrs Dawes said: The stress was down to the lack 
of support I got from the headmaster and governors 
and the fact that parents and teachers have told me 
they fed too intimidated to support me. 

“I am afraid that the school management were not 
listening to me and accepting the truth of my intentions, 
which was to help a kid to stand up for himself.” 

The metderrt last October divided parents at the 160- ' 
pupil school. Some launched a petition in ha support 
white others condemned her for contacting the media. 

Her head, Graeme Russell, said yesterday: "Since 
she is considering going to an industrial tribunal it is 
not appropriate to comment further." Lucy Ward 


Composer sits 
with his peers 

The millionaire composer Sir 
Andrew Uoyd Webber, 
promoted in the New Year’s 
honours list, took his seat in 
file House of Lords yesterday 
as Lord Uoyd -Webber. 

The creator of West End 
musical hits including Evfta, 
Cats, Jesus Christ Superstar 
and The Phantom of the 
Opera is expected by Tory 
whips to join the Conserva- 
tive benches. 

Lord Lloyd-Webber’s spon- 
sors were the crossbenchers 
Lord Owen, the former 
Labour Cabinet minister aid 
SDP co-founder, and the for- 
mer Arts Coundl chairman, 
Lord Palumbo. 

Lord Lloyd-Webber’s will 
now be written with a hyphen 
to satisfy Lords protocol. 

Also taking his seat yester- 
day was Raj Kumar Bagri, 
chairman of the London Metal 
Exchange and of MetDist 

Lord BagrTs sponsors were 
Tory peers Lord McColl of 
Dulwich and Baroness 
Rather. 






Bertone: Epoch-making work • 

to achieve a record speed of 303.977 
km/h. 

Bertone leaves two daughters who 
have followed their tether's paths: 
Marie Jeanne, a graduate in architec- 
ture, oversees the creative section of 
the Bertone group, and Barbara, an 
economics graduate, the industrial 
production division. 

Today the group employs 1,500 
with a turnover of £200m. Reuters 


MEDICINE 

Genetic mutation hope 
Aids victims is demolished 

w . . that a genetic 

A dying man in AustJ^itt Cl “ fcr rc ’ 

mutation, found in about 1 per cent ° 
astance to HIV, the vims that ^ Biti- of 

Writing in the journal Nature Medcwi i. Dr - jcnt who 
Westmead Hospital in Sydney. details uf^ n ^doub]e mutation of 
appears to be developing Aids despite g 

a gene known as CCR5- on work at the 

Last August research in Cell m3£32in. suggcrttfl that 

people who had a pair of faulty lo al [ach to- Tim. 

protein on their immune cells that HI CCR5 mutation 

ra him, would mean that people with th Charles Arthur 

should be immune to HIV. — 

WHS 

Hospitals’ £10m waste 

Hos pitals could save millions rtf pounds B sle 

tookamore efficient and 

A report by the Audit Commission also warns that so ® ™ P 

S&awsasassasssi 

contract management could save £10m it is estimated. 

Getthte Sorted: The Safe and Economic Management °{^ osp t ,. A 
mate, £15, bom Audit Commission Publications. B ™!32™ CooDer 
iTmtu, Part, Abmsdoo, Oxon 0X14 4TO Glenda Cooper 






SCIENCE 

Ticklish problem is solved 

A robotic han d on a flexible hose and a scientist under a sheet have 
proved that tickling makes you laugh because it tickles. 

Previous thinking suggested that you would feci more tickled if 
the action were carriedout by somebody you knew rather than a 
stranger. But psychologists at the University of California at San 
Diego disproved the idea. They took 34 blindfolded volunteers into 
a room to be tickled either with the robotic hand or by a person. 

In fact, all the tickling was carried out by a scientist hiding under 
a sheet lb the students it made no difference: they reported 
feeling equally tickled whichever they were told was doing the 
stroking. Ticklishness, say the researchers, is a reflex, not an 
emotional reaction. Charles Arthur 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

Quarter jobless since last election 

More than one in four people of working age have had a spell of 
unemployment since the last general election. Labour said 
yestenlay. 

In total, 10^25,000 people have signed on since April 1992 - 27 
per cent of ail people between 16 and retirement age. In Wirral 
South, where voters go to the polls hi a by-election today, 14,000 
people have claimed benefit. 

Tire figures were given in a written answer to Labour’s 
employment spokesman, Stephen Byers, yfesterday Mr Byers 
criticised ministers who had claimed that job insecurity was “a 
state of mind”. 

He added: “They should try telling that to the one in four who 
have lost their jobs since the last election. Fran Abrams 

MOTORING 

Any colour, as long as it’s brown 

If Henry Ford were alive today he may have had to rework his 
famous comment about the colour of his cars. It seems that on the 
production line as well as on the catwalk, brown is the new black 
on the production line. 

According to the car paint supplier, PPG, red will retain its 
popularity, but beige, caramel and yellow will also feature as the 

S linear car colours by 2000. A spokesperson said: “Women’s 
on has always led the way when it comes to colour trends, 
closely followed by the world of interior design. These patterns 
emerge next in the car market” 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 42-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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DELL DIMENSION 


• INTEL ?OOMHz PENTIUM’ PROCESSOR WITH 


MMX' TECHNOLOGY 


« 16Mb SDRAM 


• 51? Kb CACHE 


• 3Gb EIDE HARD DRIVE 


• STB P0WER&RAPH 64 30 PCI GRAPHICS CARO WITH 
2Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15' COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 113.75' VIEWABLE AREA! 

• TWELVE SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 


• MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 


• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND 


• WINDOWS 95 & MICROSOFT OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 


DOLL 



Incredible isn’t it? With its fantastic spec and for only £1.299 (£1.555.70 Inc. del. & VAT), we’re offering a Dell 
Dimension- XPSMZOOs wirh a Pentium- Processor with MMX" technology. Because it comes w„h MMX 
technology, it can run between 10X and 20* faster under todays normal business applications. It mcludes a 

Pentium- p0werfu ' 12 5peed CD R0MDriVe and a ,&b Drive. And. as if th„ wasn’t enough, we re also ofUng 
additional upgrades at outstanding prices I see below to upgrade this system further). But 


before the offer vanishes. Call the world's largest direct PC manufacturer* today 


on 01344 724864 to see what Dell can conjure up for you. 


you must hurry 


Source- 1 D( 


£1,299 (£1,555.70 

inti, delivery & VAT) 


Upgrade Options Special Price for this Dimension XPS HMDs bundle only 

Add oo odAional 16Mb MM Only HOO [EII7_50 rac VAT) 

Add kit of AWE 32 sound tfpode and AC520 speakers Only £100 (£11 7 50inc. 

Add a 316 Intend Modem Only £99 (£11 6 .33 he WO 

(CALL NOW m DETAILS OF OFFICE 97 UPGRADES.) 


TALK DIRECT TO THE NUMBER ONE 

01344 734864 

Bel««n 8um ond 8pm weokdoy,, lOom to 4 pm Sat. 

M .... ... .^. / irr ,d 1 elUom 

rt-ss rues c ange "Wcnih All prices ond specifications arr suit | rc ■ to 'hinge wihoul prior notice or obl. S ai. P n Oiler supplied with Windows 95 Dell mauve and keyboard included Dell Com dot c f a rpo'r an ,V V, ,e!cr 10 d*«Tip„ons only Th/pricev listed 
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Rob Brown ... 
and Chris Hewett 

BiD McLaren ai«l iris coDeagues 
were kicked cult of Twick enham 
when BSkyB showered the Rng - 
iish Rugby Union with £87_5m 
last year, bat they will remain 
very welcome at Cardiff Anns 
Fade, Mnrrayfield and Lans- 
downe Road into the new m3- 
len nim. 

A jubilant BBC announced 
cessMof^MGm” to 


nigbyunjoas of Scotland, MWes 
and Ireland to keep posse ssion 
of live Five Nationsrugby cov- 
erage in the Celtic Fringe. 

England, who notoriously 
negotiated the unilateral tU*a\ 
with BSkyB and nearly fo und 
themselves excommunicated 
from the Five Nations as a re- 
sult, are now in the peculiar po- 
sition of playing their hmw 
m arches in front of a far smafl- 
cr tetevaon audience than their 
Celtic brethren, 

Rupert Murdoch's satellite gi- 


wins rugby rights - almost 


ant has given up on its goal of 
the broadcasting equivalent of 
the Grand Slam. 

BSkyB had originally put 
more than £200m on the table 
m a bid to win the entire Five 
Nations rights, but it withdrew 

recently after disagreements 
over dual tendering with a ter- 
restrial partner. 

The bulk of live Five Nations 
action - a minimum of 28 
matches -phis 14 other ties in- 
volving the three countries 
against major touring teams 


wDl remain “free to air" for the 
next three seasons. 

Announcing the deal yester- 
day, Jonathan Martin, BBC 
controller of television sport, 
said; “We are delighted that the 
national rugby muons involved' 
took a considered view of the 
potential 'audiences for these 
important matches and have 
chosen to make them available 
to the whole United Kingdom 
viewing public.” 

The news will be welcomed 
by dub sides from Swansea to 


Stirling County and from Brid- 
gend to Ballymena. Welsh dubs 
- some of which have run into 

acute financial difficulties in re- 
cent months -had double cause 
for celebration yesterday when 
a separate domestic deal was 
struck with HTV and the Welsh 
language station S4C 
Syd Millar , Irish Rugby Foot- 
ball Union representative on the 
Five Nations television commit- 
tee, spoke for many arm chair 
fans on both sides of the Irish 
Sea last night when he said: 


“This contract keeps faith with 
the vast majority of rugbv sup- 
porters. It is also an excellent 
contract commercially.” 
Charlie Bissetl, Scottish Rug- 
by Union’s Five Nations tele- 
vision sub-committec represent- 
ative, said the outcome of ne- 
gotiator with the BBC had pro- 
vided “‘an optimal answer lo our 
twin objectives of maximising 
coverage of the game, combined 
with our desire to achieve the 
greatest possible return for our 
television rights.” 


Tom Kienaan, the Five Na- 
tions Committee chairman, said 
these had been the two prime 
principles in their negotiations 
with the BBC. 

“The deal with the BBC has 
safeguarded these principles,” 
he said. 

“We are delighted with it and 
look forward lo a period of sta- 
bility and prosperity in Five Na- 
tions rugby." 

The Five Nations champi- 
onship almost fell apart last 
summer when the English Rug- 


by Union unilaterally negotiat- 
ed a deal with BSkyB for live 

coverage of matches played at 
Twickenham. 

England was temporarily 
klickcd out of the tournament 
until it agreed to contribute 
f 65m into a communal pot. 

The coverage of French 
matches in Paris will remain 
subject to separate negotia- 
tions with the French Rugby 
Federation. 

Allied drops Sky. page 16 
Leading article, page 17 
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How film’s 
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are winning 
.J hearts, minds 

and seats 
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moguls 




Left Geoffrey Rush as David Hotfgott 
in Sh/ne; Kristin Scott Thomas (above) 
and Demi Moore (below) 
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David Lister 

Arts News Editor 
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First the Oscar nominations 
suggested it and then this 
week’s announcement of the 
fremt runners for Bafta awards, 
the British equivalent, con- 
firmed it -the Hollywood grants 
axe fighting a losing battle 
against the small independent 
film co mpanies 

Inquests have already start- 
ed as the film moguls try Uv work . 
out why their blockbusters are 
not attracting- critical acclaim, . 

The 13 Bafm nominations fair 


The English Patient , starring 
Ralph Fiennes and Kristin Scott 
Thomas and coming on fop of 
12 Oscar nominations, sent 
shivers through Beverly Hills 
The success of the film adap- 
tation of the Booker prize win- 
ner, with a largely British cast, 
British director Anthony 


MingheHa and money from in- 
dependent American company 
Mnamax, looks to be part of a 
revival of stylistically old fash- 
ioned films — lo r^g , thoughtful, 

mtftlligenf C-hararfgr dr amas . 

Stine and Secrets and Lies 
are other Oscar and Bafta nom- 
inated films, again from inde- 
pendent stables -and lacking 
any Hollywood input, which 
are causing soul searching in 
America, ant just Hollywood. 

The New York Times claimed 
there was “a question that cuts 
to the heart of the creative quag- 
mire that appears to grip Hol- 
lywood: how could the studios 
have released 263 movies last 
year and have only one, Jerry 
Maguire, turn out to be a seri- 
ous contender for the Oscars?”. 

The En^ish Patient 
ularhas left Hollywood with egg 
on its face. Twentieth Century 
ftg tried to get MmgjheDa to fire 


the film’s two stars just three 
weeks before shooting was due 
to commence. They were “not 
hot enough” he was told by the 
Fox executives who wanted to 
replace Kristin Scott Thomas 
with Demi Moore. When 
MingheHa refused. Fox with- 
drew tbeir $2Qm funding, and 
Mmghella arid producer Saul 
Zaentz wooed Miramax. . 

- - Ths year’s staggering critical 
success ^ of the arty and often 
British-led films has irked Hol- 
lywood so much that the major 
studios are quick to point out 
the myth of the independents. 
The well-known ones have in 
' fact been taken over by the big 
name Hollywood studios. 

Wtdiam Mechanic, ch a irm an 
of Fox Filmed Entertainment, 
said: *T resent this business of 
looking down on studios. I re- 
sent this attitude that that stu- 
dio executives are boorish and 


louts and can’t wake up in the 
morning without tying their 
sho e laces wroog. It's chic of Mi- 
ramax to say they’re indepen- 
dent when they’re owned by 
Disney." 

David ftirfitt, the British pro- 
ducer of successes such as The 
Madness of King George , says 
that the situation is now so con- 
fused that the word indepen- 


studios are being stunningly 
clever and simply investing 
money through a different 
route,” he said yesterday. 

But it is dear that there is in- 
creasingly a schism between 
the adventure blockbusters pro- 
duced by Hollywood and the 
British-style dramas produced 
by ‘independent’ subsidiaries. 

Though the big studios still 
produce some serious dramas 
— Fox films last year included 
The Crucible and Romeo and 


Juliet — most of the Hollywood 
giants recognise that action 
and hi-tech blockbusters are 
favoured by the overseas mar- 
ket and are easier to merchan- 
dise at stores or exploit in 
theme parks. The more serious 
fare is riskier and has a much 
lower return. 

Robert A Daly, co-chairman 
of Warner Brothers, adds pun- 
gentiy that stars and directors 
would refuse to take the same 
salary cuts from a big studio that 


they accept on an independent 

film- 

“People say ‘Warner Broth- 
ers does it They can afford to 
spend a lot of money.* But if 
you're working for an inde- 
pendent, you're doing it at a dif- 
ferent pace and scaie, with no 
big salaries, no big trailers, no 
big anything.” Ironically, the 
character drama that Warner 
did back, Surviving Picasso with 
Anthony Hopkins, did badly at 
the box office. 
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degree certificates 
v Internet for ‘fun’ 
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Lucy Ward 

Education Co 


. - • : 0. universities mdudmg Qzfi^ ' 

r . ■ ■ ' 1 *' and Harvard are befog offered 

_ for sale on the Internet. v 

. The easy availability of the 

• -* documents, which are adver- i 

tised on an W5rid Wide. Web 
rCOAPPRS page as "replacement certifi- 

f3rM« |NG cates" and are availablebypost, 

PORT of a* ^causing widespread^ alarm 

■ ,n> 41*2^ w _ amemn universities and exami- 




fj is cauring widt^nread alarm 
* w -An up 41-2^ a among universities and exami- 

pd jjapor it*- ,iuneWSP 3 P erS nttkm boards. I 

r malrrtdi for on Though the documents are 

trkl tvtit of . .. - — "W. available wod d-wide via the 

web they are produced by one 

n^ ami his conmu ter in a Vic- 
torian house inDverpool, The 
Independent ba& learnt. 

- Peter Quinn, who claims to 
-have clients “all over the 
workT, suggests in his adver- 
"tisemem that the certificates are 
“accepted on face value as The 
Genuine-Article”^ 

Rir as Httle as £70, would-be " 

.u| graduates can equq> themselves 

wilii a certificate complete vnth 
‘ elegant border and gold seal 

• proclaiming theft academic 

achievements in subjects from 
u jf * 3 fine arts. and tew to theology and 

• . : ‘ engmeeriiigattheinstitutiraiof 

their choice. 

. .« * ‘ Prices rise for degrees and 

vjij^n . doctorates from more exotic 
t ' oveiseas universities, such as 

' SteUenbosckJn South Africa, 

^ . but GCE A-lcvel certificates 

m H cost just £30. -- 

■ ■ The university admissicBi ser- 

■ vice, UCAS, has alerted all 
admissiorL officers to tbe-cer- - 
tificgte^^savfctfV fflp id fears that 

" firandulenl applicants could use 

0 - feka A-fawlccrtificatesto gain 

_ JL a degree course places. ■ 

4 fly ‘'Th^wxildwusefidtopeo- 

t mf ■' ^ 5-- |i*- plewhohad mislaidtfaeir cer- 

• tificate and wanted a 

replapemenr quicklv,. the aid— 
vertjfctnent daiins, or to any- • 
orf^who had never had -a-‘- 
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Peter Quinn (left) and a detail from the net site 


chance of a university education 
and would “benefit from a psy- 
chological boost”. 

.However, when contacted 
via e-mail by The Independent . 
yesterday, Mr Quinn danned his 
bogus, certificates were “no. 
more than a bit of fun” and were 


nevbr intended as a means for 
customers to produce fake qual- 

. fixations to gain employment or 

a university place. 

He said: “what I do is spoof 
stuff. Some of these people 
will have the certificates on the 
wall and sit with a smog look 


«' 




Blair’s virtual 
campaign opens 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor . 

British pofitirians are . quickly 
discovering an exciting new 
me dia forum by which to woo 
voters: the Internet - 

Tbny. Blair, the Labour 
leader, yesterday became the 
latest to extend hs stealth elec- 
tion canmaign to die global net- 
work, after participating in a 
question- and-axiswer session 
on a World. Wide Wd> ate run 
by the Press Association. 

During the interview, Mr 
Blair said he expected the In- 
ternet to become more impor- 


tsm for political campaigning in 

future. “1 thmir this will be a 
great way of communicating 
with people,” he said. 

Tbnigbt, the Liberal Democ- 
latswfflafethdrconfftmation, 
airing aparty. political broadcast 
starring John Geese, which 
will also be visible - for these 
with top-flight machines, or in- 
exhaustible patience - via the 
Internet However, its billing 
yesterday as ‘The foa [Party Po- 
litical Broadcast] on the Inter- 
net” is incorrect' the Tbiy I^rty 
was the first to that prize, with 
its Nov Labour New Danger 
PPB and campaign in mid-July 


when they invite yon round for 
coffee. Othezs just want to get 
one over on a braggart col- 
league in the office.” 

Though, the documents are 
advertised as “exactly the same 
in appearance, quality, paper 
weight and seal as those issued 
tty the various examination and 
issuing bodies", they were only 
entirely convincing to the man 
in the street, Mr Quinn claimed. 
Universities would recognise 
that the gold seal was amply an 
off-the-shelf example, and did 
not represent that of the insti- 
tution. 

Police yesterday confirmed 
that, providing Mr Quinn does 
not produce fake certificates 
knowing that his clients intend 
to use them to deceive or invit- 

ing them to do so, be is not com- 
mitting a criminal offence. 

A spokesman for the Mersey- 
side force said officers had 
pressed no charges after inves- 
tigating Mr Quum’s activities 
two years ago amid reports 
that he was then producing 
Sake medical certificates. He 
said: “We are aware of what he 
is adrcttsbg and we are just try- 
ing to find out if new offences 
are being committed.” 

Alan Bell, in charge of 
UCAS’s verification unit, said 
admissions officers were deeply 
concerned at Mr Quum’s ac- 
tivities. He said: “If something 
szkk done about this others will 
jump 6a die bandwagon.” : 

-Leeds University, one of the 
universities listed as examples 
on the advertisement, said: “We 
are taking immediate steps to 
get the activity stopped.” 

IbtaTWeb Solutions, the In- 
ternet space provider used by 
Mr Oman, yesterday disabled 
the site after being alerted to its 
content by The Independent. 
However, by the end of the day, 
the service was up and r unnin g 
again on a new site. 
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Labour vows 
to be tougher 
on inflation 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


A labour government would be 
tougher on inflation than the 
Tories have been, Gordon 
Brown, the shadow Chancellor, 
said last night. 

Mr Brown told a London 
business forum that Labour 
would set the same inflation 
target as the present government, 
•“to achieve underlying inflation 
of 2.5 percent or less”; ensuring 
that the Retail Price Index, ex- 
cluding mortgage interest pay- 
ments, remained in the 1 per cent 
to 4 per cent range. 

But he added: “While the 
Conservatives have managed to 
keep underlying inflation with- 
in the 1 to 4 per cent range, the 
target of 15 per cent or less has 
not been met since December 
1994. Since the target was first 
set. it has been achieved in just 
1 1 out of the 52 months. So the 
Government has dearly failed 
to achieve an average inflation 
rate of 2.5 per cent over the 
course of this Parliament.” 

He said: “W? are tougher not 
just because we understand the 
need to tackle the causes of 
inflation at source. It is also be- 
cause we will ensure decision- 
making on interest rates is more 
effective, open and account- 
able. In this way, we will make 
clear that decisions are being 
taken ... for the long-term 
national economic interest. 


“This will deliver the confi- 
dence and stability among in- 
vestors and business which is 
necessary for credibility.'’ 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor, yesterday, accused Mr 
Brown of retreating into a sys- 
tem of secrecy and political 
manipulation. 


6 Never again 
should interest 
rate decisions 
appear to be 
manipulated for 
political ends 9 

However, Mr Brown said in 
his speech that he wanted to 
keep the existing framework of 

the Bank of En glan d's infla tion 
report, and the monthly meet- 
ings between the Chancellor 
and the Governor, followed by 
publication of the minutes six 
weeks later. 

He said there remained 
strong suspicion of political 
expediency, and added that, 
under Labour, interest-rate de- 
risions had to be made at the 
meetings between the Chan- 
cellor and the Governor, with 


immediate announcement, al- 
ong with proper justification to 
the public. 

“If we are to achieve our 
objectives for inflation," Mr 
Brown said, “never again 
should interest-rate derisions af- 
fecting the long-term appear to 
be manipulated for short-term 
party political ends." 

As reported in The Indepen- 
dent yesterday, Mr Brown said 
he wanted to broaden the ad- 
vice given to the Treasury and 
the B ank. 

“It is time to move from the 
Government’s ad hoc, often 
subjective and even amateurish 
approach to decision-making 
on matters vital to every fami- 
ly and business in the land to a 
consistent, better-informed and 
more professional system of 
policy-making both in the Trea- 
sury and the Bank of England.” 

However, he was more cau- 
tious than some newspaper re- 
ports suggested about Bank 
independence. 

No decisions had been tak- 
en on giving the Bank statuto- 
ry powers to set interest rates 
to achieve the Government's in- 
flation target 

But Mr Brown said: “Gov- 
ernment has a responsibility to 
the public in setting the objec- 
tives of economic policy and 
that means that the Govern- 
ment rather than the B ank of 
England must set the targets for 
monetary and fiscal policy." 



Thinking ahead: Gordon Brown promises more-effective decisions Photograph: Brian Harris 


Masons square up to Commons challenge 


Christian Wobitar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Two senior Masons denied yes- 
terday that there was anything 
untoward about Freemasonry 
and stressed that police officers 
and judges would always have 
first loyalty to their jobs, rather 
than their lodges. 

Commander Michael High- 
am, the grand secretary of the 
United Grand Lodge of Eng- 


land, and John Ha mill, the cu- 
rator of the Grand Lodge Mu- 
seum, painted a picture of 
Freemasons as spending most 
of their time at meetings, in 
complex rituals - “one act 
plays"- and in raising £13m per 
year for charity. 

Giving evidence to the Com- 
mons Hone Affairs Committee, 
which is examining the role of 
Freemasonry in the police and 
judiciary, Oder Higham said 


that Masons had to be of good 
character, to believe in God, be 
over 21 and to have the ability 
to spend the time and sub- 
scription, about £30 per year, on 
Freemasonry. He denied that 
the Freemasons had ever been 
a secret society. 

He explained that until 1939, 
Freemasons had been quite 
open about their membership, 
but during the war, secrecy be- 
came the norm. However, in 


1984 the policy changed, and 
“weVe been talking to the pub- 
lic for 12 years to anyone who 
listened." 

Oder Higham stressed that 
public concern about Freema- 
sonry “comes from misunder- 
standings. Freemasons start 
from the bass that they are 
good citizens. If they fall foul of 
the criminal law, we invariably 
expel them." 

Until the mid-Eighties, he 


said, Freemasonry bad been self- 
pofiemgand miscreants resigned 
without being a&ed to do so. Be- 
tween 1946 and 1986, there were 
only 12 expulsions, but since 
then there have been 277. 

Chris Mullifl. a Labour mem- 
ber of the committee, asked 
whether this change of heart 
had resulted from increased 
public interest in Freemasonry. 
Cder Higham denied this, say- 
ing that the change in proce- 


dures followed a case in which 
two armed robbers went 
straight back to their lodge af- 
ter serving six years in jail. 

Earlier, Cder Higham said 
there were 8,650 lodges in Eng- 
land with 34933 members, 
and membership was declining. 
Rules had been relaxed to en- 
sure that it was easier for peo- 
ple to be asked to join, but he 
stressed that do one was coerced 
into becoming a Freemason. 



MP fires a cold 
hard question 

-gr&h Junel993 n nine o'clock in the 

examined Mr Kashins shortly lhtf 

consultant, Mr G.E.T Wren (Dr Zucchini 

having exhausted his specialist expertise), it was 

that teishiris had suffered a “transmissal Ime running aiu g 

Mr Shirks- life 

had been a tale of one man’s lonely battle for . 

compensation - compensation for “poornerye^ strew ana 
sleepless nights” (presumably worrying about tnc next 
sudden faJJof ice): The Civil Aviation Authority, however, 
had been of no assistance. It had identified a number oi 
aircraft in the vicinity of Isleworth at the tune, but onaA 
not teU which had let loose the offending lump. Had Mr 
Kashiris been able to scribble down the registration 
number of the offending aircraft, then he would - they 
admit ted - have had a very good case. Alas! he had failed 

to do this. . 

“But,” Mr Deva pointed out sagely, “aircraft do not cany 
registration markings on the underside of their wings. So is 
Mr Kashiris supposed to cany a pair of binoculars just as 
he is suffering the shock of a falling block of ice . The 
angry MP continued with this devastating question: "how 
do you,” he demanded “identity a plane when you have 
just been knocked to the ground by something falling from 
it?” He looked hand at the minister, the mintster looked at 
the whip, the whip looked at the usher and the usher 
looked at me. Mr Deva had us, and we knew it. 

Thus had Mr Kashiris been “denied justice” by the Civil 
Aviation Authority which had a responsibility towards 
those living dose to airports and “who arc made injurious 
and suffer amenities because of it", (I agree. An aunt ol 
minp once suffered awful amenities tor months because of 
an airport) . . , , 

John Bowls was the luckless transport minister tasked 
with replying to Mr Deva’s indictment. Unable to deny that 
injustice had been inflicted, he took refuge in a long and 
diverting analysis of what icefall from aircraft actually was 
and how often it happened. 

Such ice was often the result of “leakage in lavatory 
install ations, known as blue ice," but the danger, “though 
present, is remote". True, said Bowis: reports of such 
incidents had risen from 25 in 1995 to 33 in 19%. But this 
rise could be due to “increased public awareness of the 
need to report ice falls”. (Haven't we all seen the public 
safety ads on TV, warning us to don protective headgear 
before entering our gardens?) 

All this can be of little comfort to Mr Kashiris, who now 
knows (as Mr Deva did not put it) that he has been pissed 
on from a very great height indeed. 






Nationwide challenged 
you to compare their savings 
rates with the top 30 
banks and building societies. 

Why not with Direct Line? 



£500- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

£10,000- 

£24,999 

£25,000- 

£49,999 

£50,000- 

£99,999 

Direct Line 
Instant Access 
Account 

4-50% 

4-75% 

5-50% 

5-65% 

5-75% 

Nationwide 
Cash Builder Instant 
Access Account 

3-00% 

3-30% 

3-70% 

4-10% 

4-40% 

All rates »re gross* and correct at 12th February 1597. j 


I 


i 


Because they know our savings rates are higher, that’s why. 

Widi Direct Line you also get instant access and high returns without 
locking your money away for up to 90 days. 

You can pool your savings with family or friends for even 
higher returns. 

The more saving you have the higher our rates get. ^DIRECT LlI^EE^) 

So don t waste your time challenging Nationwide. Call Direct Line. 

0181 667 1121 



LONDON 


0161 833 1121 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 112 ! 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND49 
http:ffwww.directline.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


String! in provided by Oirtet Un* Flmnefal s«n*» Limned, 250 St Ykcenr Streep OLoftttw, JG2 S5H, vriweitJ* V mttnber ' - 

ordw Deposit Protection Sd*n* estabfched wvfar thm BmUn* Act 19*7 (» <unnnd«>dyi^m«^ -ff 

to MX of » 4 cpMitei* total subject to a medmtotn paprunt to Ony one <I«poifcw-rrfflB,000 [ tf 

further dttails of the Scheme art mil able on rupttstl *Tbe gross ratals the nee-paid wjttlW W ofincoow «■*.’>- \ 

AK ntn shorn we wbject to wrfulao and arh hw d oh annual p rnpn m of hitmcc. For jour added crawfo. trtefr h iio 

nof be recorded and the recording kept secure. We nwyabo monitor t el ephone calk witfe-ttie.alm.tif imprpMng oor service to - > 

you. Direct Uoe and tbe red telephone on wheats or* the wadMoakte of Direct Ltoe Insurance pic aocf *js*rf*M» its porrrtadttK. f 


Labour says Tories are buying votes 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 


Millions of pounds in European 
Union grant aid which ought to 
have gone to some of Britain’s 
poorest regions has been di- 
verted by the Government to 
help buy votes in marginal Tbry 
constituencies. Labour alleged 
yesterday. 

Hie European Commission 
approved an unprecedented 
grant of £2bn for 10 of Britain’s 
poorest industrial and urban 
areas. But Labour accused the 
Government of a pre-election 
carve-up of the money aimed 
specifically at boosting the Con- 
servative vote in certain regions. 

Comparative figures show 
that the English North-east, 
western Scotland, eastern Scot- 
land and South W&les have had 
their percentage share of EU re- 
gional funding cut. Labour said. 
On the other hand London, the 
East Midlands, west Cumbria, 
and the area encompassing 
Greater Manchester, Lan- 


cashire and Cheshire have aB re- 
ceived significant increases on 
the amounts they received over 
the period 1994 to 1996. 

Bill Miller, MEP for Glasgow 
said: “This is a deliberate pipy 
by the Government to buy votes 
in marginal constituencies using 
money which should be going 
to Labour strongholds. 

“It is highly ironic that John 
Major's government, which is 
being completely skewed by 
the Eurosceptics, is now using 
eurofonds to finance his election 
campaign”. 

EU officials said that objec- 
tive criteria are used to deter- 
mine which regions qualify for 
grants, as well as the shareout 
within member states. 

The breakdown announced 
yesterday, however, shows that 
East London stands to receive 
about 14 per cent more than it 
did under the last funding 
round while western Scotland's 
share is down by 8 per cent- Mr 
Miller said this represented a 
loss of around £30m on the 


share the region had been ex- 
pecting. South Wales will be re- 
ceiving £6m less than it had 
hoped for from the carve up, he 
said. Tbtal investment for all ten 
regions will come to around 
£4.2bn when government grants 
are added. A further £5 00m is 
expected from the private sec- 
tor. The Commission is insist- 
ing that the Government match 


EU grants pound-for-pound. 

The latest round of funding 
is likely to be the last on such 
a scale'. Former Eastern Bloc 
countries are queueing up to 
join the EU, and Monika Wulf 
Mathies, the EU Regional De- 
velopment Commissioner, has 
warned that resources will have 
to be concentrated on regions 
which need most help. 


TUC sets out 
election stall 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 


The TUC yesterday set out its 
bottom line for a national min- 
imum wage and a Labour gov- 
ernment m a document aimed 
at providing Tony Blair with a 
smooth path to Downing Street. 

In what will be seen as a trade 
union election manifesto, the 
TUC effectively' demands that 
pay rates should not fall below 
£4 at a tone when senior Labour 
figures are thinking in terms of 
a statutory rate between £3 JO 
and £3.40. 

The paper. Partners far Pro- 
gress seeks to minimise the 
union movement’s potential to 
embarrass Labour during the 
election campaign, but raises 
substantial points of disagree- 
ment between what tradition- 
alists call “the two wings of the 
Labour movement’ 1 . 

Unions call for a pact which 
would give public sector work- 
ers greater job security - an as- 
piration endorsed by remnants 
of the left-wing at senior levels 
in the Labour Party, but reject- 
ed by those close to Mr B lair. 

The TUC calls for a com- 
pulsory levy on companies to 


pay for training and a new tri- 
partite forum on the economy, 
both of which are frowned upon 
by the Labour leadership. 

The TUC’s paper was leaked 
to. a lobby correspondent yes- 
terday in an attempt to mjnimkf. 
the possibility of journalists 
emphasising the clashes be- 
tween the party and unions. 

Setting aside any differences 
of opinion. Labour’s deputy 
leader, John Prescott, who ad- 
dressed the TUC’s ruling gen- 
eral councOyesterday, said the 
document hit the right note. “A 
new Labour government wants 
unions to be part of the solution 
to the great problems the coun- 
try needs to solve,” he said. 

Mr Monks said the manifesto 
was an attempt to encapsulate 
new unionism: “Resolute in 
the defence of people at work 
but willing to take our share of 
the responsibilities for contrib- 
uting to the economic success 
of our country, its companies 
and its public services." 

The TUC hopes for a new 
style of government which was 
not automatically hostile 
to unions, however Mr Monks 
conceded that there would be 
no favours. 
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Every picture tells a story: All action in the Labour by-election headquarters (left). Meanwhile, at Conservative HQ (right), the telephones are manned by a solitary party worker 
Michael Streeter 
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Today's weather forecast for 
Wirral South is for rain and 
wind, clearing later. Bat once 
the votes are counted, the 
lories' own depression could 
last a little longer. 

Although they ate careful to 
play down such talk, die signs 
are that the Labour candidate 
Ben Chapman is heading for a 
spectacular by-election victory 
in what is regarded as a tradi- 
tional Conservative seat 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Michael Heseltine's advance 
efforts to explain a Conserva- 
tive defeat as a traditional by- 
election “kicking” do not 
disguise the fact that his party 
is defending a majority of &.183 ' 
in a seat where in the last three 


Downcast Conservatives braced for embarrassing defeat in Wirral poll 


general p Wftnnc ffvHr ranriiffatw 

has polled around 25,000 votes 
- 50 per cent of the tum-ouL 

Even the Libera] Democrats 
have started saying there will be 
no Conservative MP for Wirral 
South on Friday -knowing pri- 
vately that the new member will 
not be their candidate. Unoffi- 
cial estimates suggest a likely 
Labour majority of 2,000 to 
3,000 on a turn-out of around 
65 per cent 

Early in the campaign, the 
Tory candidate, Les Byrom - 
bidding to succeed the late 
Barry Porter - said his biggest 
fear was apathy. Yesterday, de- 
spite the torrential rain and 
arong..wmd jhere.was. little 


sign of that - just a smoulder- 
ing sense of anger at the Gov- 
ernment. 

.Former sales co-ordinator 
Joan Diamond. 52, a one-time 
Conservative supporter, made 
it dear she would be voting on 
national issues. Mrs Diamond, 
from Bebington, said she would 
switch to Labour. “I would 
rather not vote than vote for the 
Conservatives. I'm just so dis- 
satisfied with what this govern- 
ment has done.” She said she 
knew a number of other people 
considering switching from the 
Ibries and is convinced Labour 
wiD win —citing the NHS as her 
prime concern. 

Marine engineer Arthur 


Speed, 51. will also be desert- 
ing the lories today. “They have 
had 17 years to get their house 
in order and they haven't done 
fr,” he said. He added that he 
believed a lot of disaffected 
Ibries would return to the fold 
at the general election, but he 
would not be among them. 

Sandra Grimes, a hairdress- 
er and another former Ibiy vot- 
er, said she would choose either 
the Liberal Democrats or 
Labour, adding: "Under the 
Ibries the rich have got richer 
and the poor have got poorer.” 

Sylvia Darlington, 60, a wa- 
vering Tbry supporter, said she 
was “50-50*’ on who to vote for, 
but believed younger voters 


would switch to Labour this 
time. “They do not know any- 
thing else and they feel it's 
time for a change.” However, in 
a general election she is un- 
certain whether she would 
“risk” another Labour govern- 
ment. “I can remember them [in 
power] before.” 

Some Liberal Democrats 
supporters - whose candidate 
polled more than 6.000 last 
time - showed signs that they 
might vote tactually to make 
sure the Conservatives lose. 
Retired pharmacist Mavis 
Nicholson said she still wanted 
to vote for the Liberal Demo- 
crat candidate Flo Clucas, but 
added: “If 1 felt Labour was in 


danger of not getting in, I will 
vote Labour.” 

In the Conservative strong- 
hold of HeswelL the kind of af- 
fluent area which has led to 
descriptions of Wirral South as 
the Surrey of the North, the 
Tbry vote appears to be holding 
up better. Pru Pearson, 57, said 
she would probably still vote 
Conservative because she liked 
John Major, but had been 
tempted to switch. Other 
staunch Tories said the re- 
membered the high interest 
rates and economic uncertain- 
ty of the 1970s and would stay 
with their party. 

A few others may plump for 
the "party” which best repre- 


sents their feelings - there are 
a total of 12 candidates - but the 
minority interest groups are 
u nlikel y to play a significant role 
in what is essentially a straight 
Conservative-Labour fight 
In what has been a fiercely 
fought campaign, the Labour 
propaganda machine h3s come 
out on top; Ben Chapman 
posters heavily outnumber the 
Tbry ones around the con- 
stituency. Many of the Tbry ad- 
vertisements can be seen around 
the fields which dot this semi- 
rural constituency, prompting 
one local observer to comment 
that if the cattle and sheep had 
a vote “the Conservatives would 
walk home”. When the h umans 


Photographs: David Rose 


have their say, and the vote is 
announced in the eariy hours of 
tomorrow, the Ibries are un- 
likely to be so lucky. 

■ One of the minor parties, the 
UK Independence Party, has 
lodged a complaint with police 
claiming that the Tory and 
Labour candidates may have ex- 
ceeded the £30,096 campaign 
expenses limit. 

In a letter to the Gerkto the 
Justices in' Birkenhead, Dr 
Richard North, the UKIP can- 
didate, claimed the amount of 
printed leaflets, office facili- 
ties, telephone calls, posters, ho- 
tel bills and other campaign 
expenses gives “good reason to 
believe that the expenses limit 
must have been exceeded". 

Merseyside police said they 
would be making inquiries. 
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Moynihan 
beats off 
the young 
pretender 
after tales 
of bigamy 
and sperm 


iftift ■■ 

JO JO IROjvS 


After one of the most erode hearings 
ever before a Lords committee, 
involving sperm donation, bigamous 
marriages and brothels in the Philip- 
pines, the former Tbry minist er, Col- 
in Moynihan, was yesterday given the 
go-ahead to inherit the title of his late 
half-brother. Lord Anthony Moynihan. 

Mr Moynihan, a former sports min- 
ister, emerged victorious after the 
Lords Privileges Committee ruled 
that a challenge made on behalf of his 
Filipino nephew, six-year-old Daniel 
Moynihan, had failed. 

"Ming the committee that ”006 can- 
not assume that things are exactly as 
they might seem”, the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, Sir Nicholas Lyell, advised its 
members that while Lord Moyrrihan’s 
“first three marriages were not in dis- 
pute” the daims of neither Andrew, 
the product of the late peer's fourth 
marriage, nor Daniel Moynihan, the 
product of his fifth — and bigamous — 
marriage were legally valid. 

“The problem begins to arise as a 
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result of the matrices of die 3rd baton, 
who lived a very colourful life — some 
o£*&e colours distinctly lurid," Sir 
Nikolas said. Lord Moynihan, a no- 
torious playboy, bad met his fourth and 
fifth wives in the Philippines, “where 
he had a prosperous business in what 
is described as hotels and massage par- 
lours - but described in the obituar- 
ies as brothels”. Sir Nicholas said. 

Edkha Eduarda, mother of his el- 
der son Andrew, who was not con- 
testing Colin Moyuihan's petition, 
had given birth with the aid of in vit- 
ro Utilisation. Although Andrewhad 


been “bcap in lawful wedlock”, block! 
and DNA evidence had subsequently 
shown j «Lait he was- not Lend Moyrn- 
han’^'OT? “The 3rd baron; who hved 
a very energetic life in sexnal aspects, 
none th&less had a very low sperm 
ooanti* Sa? Nicholas said. 

/ But the High Court’s femfly divisfon 
had also ruled last yeaL^h^^ord 
Mcrymhan’s divorce frcowEadyEtfitha 
had been .“obtained by fraud” This 
meant that the peer’s fifth marriage, 
to Jinna Sabiaga, had been bigamous. 
Her son Daniel bad beta, bom three 
weeks after the wedding. “The con- 


sequence of it being a bigamous mar- 
riage is that Daniel is illegitimate un- 
less he. can be rendered legitimate by 
statute by operation of the Legitima- 
cy Act 1976,” Sir Nicholas said. Forthat 
to happen, the peer would have to have 
lived in the UK at the time of his mar- 
riage. But a court had ruled that he had 
been domiciled in the Philippines. 

sel£ told &e^^^g^^^e3rd baron 
lad been so keen for Daniel to succeed 
that he had placed an obituary in the 
Times claiming; -incorrectly - that his 
first son had died. “1 think he strong- 


ly desired to ensure thatDaniel would 
succeed and that he was keen to go to 

whatever lengths necessary to ensure 
that Andrew could not,” he said. Af- 
ter the hearing Mr Moynihan, who has 
two young sons, spoke of his relief that 
the case was all aver; adding: “It's been 

five years of constant hard wodeto bring 
together all the evidence.” 

The committee’s ruling, which 
would allow the former MP to enter 

the Lords as the 4th Baron Moynihan, 
is subject to confirmation by the full 
House of Lords and subsequently by 
the Queen. 


Glenda Cooper 

^ocfef Affairs Correspondent 

A British doctor’s plan to guar- 
antee couples the sex of their 
Tinho rn cmld was yesterday 
strongly condemned by his 
peers and described as a “fla- 
grant violation” of medical 
ethics tqr anti-abortion groups. 

The fertility expert Paul 
Rainrinny said that nis contro- 
versial sex-selection sexvioo was 
designed “to end the distress 
faced by mflKn ns of couples 
iwmhte to aeate the offspring 
of their chok*”. 

Hg announcement is the lat- 
est in the c o n ti n uin g wuUvvcny 
over advances in genetics. Ear- 



sudl a service after numerous 
appeals from couples, mainly 
from the Middle cast, desper- 
ate for a son. A survey 'carried 
oat by the Institute of Public 
Heaifo showed that failure to 

give birth to a male baby was a 
^gnifirant factor in rhe high per- 
centage of suicides among 
Asian women in Britain. 

“At one time I was uncon- 
vinced about providing such 
medical assistance," he said. 
“Bui as I and my colleagues fa 
the Wsstern world have learnt 
mote about the cultural and 
economic pressures imposed 
tnnch couples the more I haw 
come tobetfane medical science 
should be used to mitigate 



only 



w gHj- i i7jl?vyAa 



| || 1 ||| 

plftB S 


pm 






lil 




WSt 





Murder charge 
girl’s chilling 
‘diary of death’ 


A girl accused of murdering 
teenage hairdresser Katie Rack- 
liff was constantly preoccupied 
by the death in “chilling” diary 
entries in the years that fol- 
lowed, a court heard yesterday. 

The girl, now 17, was only 12 
when Katie, 18, was stabbed to 
death in June 1992, Winchester 
Crown Court was told. 

Katie, who had spent the 
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with 29 st2> wounds in a 
street inFaroborough, Hamp- 
shire, the court heard. 

The girl, who for legal rea- 
sons cannot be named, denies 
murder. 

Yesterday Stewart Jones QC, 
for the prosecution, read from 
the giri’s diaries of 1994, 1995 
i and 1996. “She fa constantly pre- 
occupied with the whole ques- 
tion of Katie, as all these writ- 
ings will demonstrate,” he said. 

A diary entry from 13 Janu- 
ary, 1995, said: “Remember 
KR- Oh God, she did get roe go- 
ing, so hot, pity really. 

“I think alxwt ft and my 
head is spinning, but against the 
cops Tin winning.” 

An entry from 7 March, 1995 
said: “I bet she’s all bone and 
maggots by now. She shouldn’t 
have tested." 

In another entry she wrote: 
“I believe in pain as the mirror 
of the extreme perfection of 
man's ability, the sublimation of 

the ego, the resurrection of 


slag. Your terrified screams 
torn me on." 

An entry for 4 July said: 
“Death by knife wounds and sex 
go together, they both take you. 
and an women should be taken." 

Another entry said: “1 en- 
joyed putting the blade up her. 
It made me feel powerful. I had 
ro overcome her serenity, her se- 
curity, she needed to be raped.” 

An entry in November 1995 
said: “Last night it occurred to 
me, that killing her did me 
good. I know what Tm capable . 
of, and will do it again." 

On 7 Dec emb er, the cfiaiy en- 
try said: “TWo-and-a-half years 
today, I pnt that slag in the 
ground." Mr Janes said that by 
then ft was actually three-and- 
a-half years. 

Mr Jones said the attack on 
Katie must have been fren- 
zied. The victim's heart, kings, 
liver and stomach were cut and 
penetrated time and time again . 
and there were also stab 
wounds to the victim’s genitals. 

Mr Jones said the killing re- 


mained a mystery until the ear- 
ly part of 1996 when police in- 
terviewed the accused, who 
proceeded in a scries of inter- 
views to admit she had stabbed 

Katie to death. At the time po- 

lice w ent to see her. she was in 
oosto^ in ayouiK offenders’ in- 
stitution, be said. 

" Mr Jones said: "It fa the ap- ‘ 
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that’s why she had to be kffled." 
Another entry said: “If only 


I’d make you suffer more, you 


■ in fart kaU KatfoRacfc- 
lifif was haunted by it since, or 
alternatively ha* exulted about . 

it, ewen going so jfar as to men- 
tion sexual pleasure she had 
gamed from it at the time," 
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Uls foj* Welcome to the new Midland Bank 

0O || You’ll notice that we’re introducing a smart new corporate identity. But the changes at Midland 

m -l lc are mor e than superficial. We’ve taken a series of steps to ensure our customers 

receive the highest possible level of service. Please take the time to look around: 
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NewCorponrte Identity — 1 - 

The old 'Griffin' is being replaced by the 
hew ‘hexagon’ symbol, recognising our membership 
of the HSBC Group, one of the world’s. largest 
banking and financial services organisations! 
Eventually the new symbol will appear on everything 
from our stationery to your cheque books. 


Experienced Managers 
have been put back into branches where 
our customers need them most Now 90% of 
loan decisions can be made on the spot. 


New Products 

like the highly-acclaimed Midland 
Bank Account which has a no-fee 
overdraft and £50 buffer zone. 



500 New Cash Machines 
have been added to our network. 
Our card holders now have access 
to 12,500 cash machines in the 
UK and over 285,000 worldwide. 
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New Interiors • ~ • ' • * — — 

All our branches have been refurbished, making 
them more modem, comfortable and, we hope, 
more attractive environments. 


Financial Planning Managers 
Our team of professionally-qualified Financial Planning 
Managers can offer expert financial advice across our full range 
of home finance, life assurance and investment products. 


Better Trained People 
In the last year all our 45,000 staff have ■ 
undergone a comprehensive training programme 
to improve their customer service skills. 
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Putting Customers First 1 

and as a result our customer satisfaction 
is at an all-time high. 
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Member HSBC Group 

^ ^ re ^ J f 3tes j by the Personal investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance; pensions and unit trusts. Our credit facilities are subject to status. Full written detaib about our products and services are available from any Midland Branch or telephone 0345 180 18a 
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Hillsborough families pin inquest hopes on doctor’s evidence 

• ■■ ire fiiftL'tlODi !>ht 


Glenda Cooper 

Socia l Affairs Correspondent 

A doctor who treated victims of 
the Hillsborough disaster has 
offered new medical evidence 
which it is hoped will overturn 
the original inquest verdict 
Thc~ Hillsborough Family 
Support Group plans to use Dr 
Ed Walker's testimony to ask 


the High Court to quash the 
accidental death verdict. Its 
solicitors hope that a new 
inquest would change the ver- 
dict to unlawful wiling 
Dr Walker, who tended more 
than a dozen fans on the day of 
the football stadium disaster in 
April 1989, told the journal 
Hospital Doctor that the first vic- 
tim he treated 14-year-old 


Philip Hammond, was still 
showing signs of life well after 
3.15pm. At the inquest the 
coroner. Dr Stefan Popper, had 
refused to hear details of what 
happened after that Lime, rul- 
ing that those killed were 
already braiqdead 
Dr Walker’s account follows 
new evidence published in the 
Independent on Sunday last year 


in which another victim Kevin 
Williams. 15, was still alive at 
4pm. The victims' families claim 
that Dr Poppers ruling denied 
them the chance to prove that 
South Yorkshire Police failed to 
activate a major disaster plan. 

Pfeter Kiffoyle, the Labour 
MP for Liverpool Walton who 
raised the famines’ claims in the 
Commons, has been invited to 


the Home Office on Monday to 
discuss the new evidence with 
Home Office ministers. 

Dr Wfclker, who did not give 
evidence and only recently saw 
transcripts of the inquest de- 
scribing him as an ‘'unidentified 
doctor^, had watched the un- 
folding events on television and 
drove over to Northern General 
Hospital in Sheffield to see if he 


could help. There he treated 
about 14 patients over six hours. 
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Money and separation: change in rules welcomed but will still leave many women penniless 


Divorcees 
to benefit 

in pension 
law change 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Thousands of divorced women stand 
to benefit from government plans yes- 
terday to enable them to claim a 
share of their husbands' pensions - 
but thousands more will lose out be- 
cause of the delay in implementing 
the proposals. 

A White Paper gave the go-abead 
for pension rights to be split for the 
first time, but legislation will only be 
introduced when “practicable to do 
so and the future legislative pro- 
gramme allows”, which is likely to 
mean April 2000. 

The changes will allow courts - or 
couples by agreement - to split a per- 
sons (usually the husband's) private, 
occupational or state earnings- tela ted 
pension at the date of divorce, giv- 
ing the ex-partner immediate rights 
to a pension of his or her own. The 
split would not necessarily be 50-50. 

The paper got a broad welcome 
from women’s and legal organisations 
and the pensions industry. BlU Birm- 
ingham, benefits services manager at 
the National Association of Pension 
Funds said: “It has long been the pol- 
icy of the NAPF that pension split- 
ting should be permitted.” 

At present, the most that a former 
spouse can achieve is an order ear- 
marking part of the pension at the 
lime of retirement, leaving ex-wives 
at risk of receiving nothing if Lheir hus- 
bands die before retirement or of be- 
ing forced onto benefit if they (Sc later. 

The Government has never been 
wholeheartedly behind the change, 
claiming the reform would be too ex- 
pensive and lop complicated to ad- 
minister. But amendments 
successfully tabled to last year's Fam- 
ily Law Act by Baroness Hollis, a 
Labour Social Security spokeswoman, 
paved the way for yesterday's paper. 

John Denham, the shadow Pen- 
sions Minister, said women would 
suffer because of the Government’s 


delay in introducing the changes. “In 
the coming years women will still re- 
tire onto means-tested benefits who 
could have been enjoying a pension 
in their own right,” he said. 

Launching the paper in the House 
of Lords, Lord MacKay of Ard- 
brecknish, minister of state for social 
security, emphasised that both par- 
ties to a divorce might have to re- 
think their expectations. “It is 
currently often the case that the wife 
keeps the house and the husband the 
pension simply because the pension 
cannot be split. In future this may not 
be the case,” Lord Mackay said. 

Family lawyers emphasised, how- 
ever, that suggestions that couples 
would not be able to reach “clean 
break” settlements were miscon- 
ceived Richard Sax, a member of the 
Law Society's family law committee, 
said: “I can think of cases where the 
husband wanted a dean break but he 
couldn't split his pension.” 

Sally Quinn, of the pressure group 
Fairshares, Highligh ted what she said 
was the “sting in the tale” in the pa- 
per, which says private scheme rights 
will be valued by the scheme using 
the cash equivalent transfer value 
method Women who had perhaps 
been married for 30 years and whose 
husbands enjeyed generous pen- 
sions based on fanal salary would lose 
out, she said 

Caroline Neville, 47, who also 
works for Fairshares, disputed sug- 
gestions yesterday that pension split- 
ting could lead to more divorced 
wives being forced out of the matri- 
monial home. Ms Neville is in the 
process of unpacking in a new house 


vide homes for her and her ex-hus- 
band She has no pension of her own, 
although her husband bad paid in to 
four schemes. “I am 47 and have no 
prospect of getting a pension. I 
would have liked my share. I would 
have liked to have known I had a 
pension,” she said. 



Losing out: Caroline Neville will get nothing from her ex-husband’s pensions 
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Pit bulls win 
reprieve from 
destruction 


Cofin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Magistrates are to be given the 
power to save savage dogs from 
destruction in a change to the 
Dangerous Dogs Act ordered by 
Michael Howard the Home 
Secretary. 

The change came after crit- 
icism by a committee of MPs, 
but was seen at Westminster as 
an attempt by the Government 
to appeal to the pet-owning vot- 
ers who have campaigned for 
dogs to be reprieved from 
destruction under the Act. 

Magistrates were given the 
powers to seize and destroy dan- 
gerous dogs in 1991 after a wave 
of reported attacks on children 
by pit bull terriers, a type of 
fighting dog. which bad been im- 
ported to Britain from the Unit- 
ed States. 

It cleared the streets of pit 
bull terriers, but it led to a se- 
ries of embarrassing cases for 
the Government, in which mag- 
istrates found difficulty in 
identifying the breeds. 

The change will depend on 
the passage of a Private Mem- 
bers' 831 by Roger Gale, the 
Tory MP for North ThaneL 


which is due for its second 
reading in the Commons 
tomorrow. This would 
provide more flexibility in 
implementing the .Act. 

Tom Sackville, the Home 
Office minister, defended the 
decision by Kenneth Baker, 
then Home Secretary, to intro- 
duce the law. Mr Sackville said: 
“The Act was deliberately dra- 
conian, designed to deal quick- 
ly with a deeply unpleasant 
prohlcm. Too many children's’ 
lives have been blighted by 
dangerous dogs. The Home 
Secretary of the day was 
totally justified." 

The amendments would al- 
low a court limited discretion to 
order a mandatory destruction 
of a dog unless it was satisfied 
that it would be safe not to do 
so. It would also allow the re- 
opening of the index of ex- 
empted dogs in "rare cases 
where owners have legitimate 
reasons for not having 
registered their dogs". 

During the five years of its ex- 
istence, dog groups have criti- 
cised the Act as rushed, too 
harsh and ill-conceived: it was 
complicated by the fact that the 
pit-bull is not a pure breed. 


Action urged to 
reduce cell deaths 


Urgent action is needed to im- 
prove medical facilities at po- 
lice stations, the Police 
Complaints Authority said yes- 
terday, writes Jason Bexmetto. 

The call for dearly-defined 
medical practices follows an 
inquiry into the death of Leon 
Patterson, who was found 
naked in police custody. 

An inquest jury in November 
returned a verdict of “misad- 
venture to which neglect con- 
tributed". Mr Patterson, 31, 
from north London, was ar- 
rested in Stockport, Greater 
Manchester, on suspicion of 
stealing. Six days after his arrest 
he was taken to Stockport Mag- 
istrates’ Court, where he spent 
eight hours lying naked and 
handcuffed on a stone floor be- 
fore being transferred to a 


holding cell at Denton police 
station where he was later 
found dead. There was dear ev- 
idence that he had not taken ad- 
equate fluids and that he had 
been rami ting and had 
diarrhoea. 

There cause of death was con- 
sidered to have been a “complex 
metabolic disorder" resulting 
from drug withdrawal symp- 
toms and gastroenteritis. 

Molly Meacher. a member of 
the PC A, said that in view of the 
increasing numbers of people 
coming into police custody suf- 
fering from psychiatric disorders 
or drug addiction, police forces 
need to consider whether drug 
and psychiatric experts should 
be available. The police doctors 
should also dearly say how a sick 
prisoner should be treated. 
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Patricia VfyaaDmAmm 


SoEdtorsreacted With dasmay 
yesterday as the kiQfrhiming 
battle over whether roe Crown 
ProsecuthHi Service and other 
employed solicitors should pre- 
sent cases in the higher cou r t s 
ended in a messy compromise. 


ing for new rights of a u dience, 
objections from two senior 
judges ensured only a partial 
victory for the profession. 

Lora Mackay of Qashfem, 
the Lord Chancellor, an- 
nounced that solicitors working 

for the CPS, local authorities, 
the government legal service 
and companies would have 
some new rights to handle cas- 
es in Crown Courts and the 
High Conn and above without 
having to instruct barristers. 
But the accompanying restric- 
tions prompted criticisms that 
they hardly amounted to new 
rights at all . . 

New rules. Lord Mackay 
said, will limit CPS solicitor-ad- 
vocates to hamDiBg plea and di- 
rections hearings and other 
preliminary proceedings in. 
Crown Court criminal cases, 
while mdvfl proceedings in the 
higher courts solicitors will not 
not be able to appear as advo- 
cates on their own in any hear- 


ing concerned with the merits 
<^ute(3se.Tbo6een^ayedby 
focal authorities wffl Iftcmsc'bc 
tarred from appearing alone, 
without outside counsel, in care 

proceedings. - 

The upshot is that employed 
solicitors will be unable to ap- 
pear alone as advocates in any 
jmy trial or substantive hearing 
in a civil trial. 

-The fudge comes despite, 
backing from LordBingham. 
the Lord Chief Jufitce, Lord 
Woolf, die Master of the Bolls, 
and Lord Mackay himself for 
one of the remaining restrictive 
practices enjoyed by barristers 
to be swept away. 

But each of the four** desig- 
nated** judges in charge of the 
courts tes the power co veto any 
change to the rules governing 
rights of audience. 

Yesterday’s announcement 
comes after fierce lobbying 
from the Bar Council the bar- 
risters' professional body, and 
more crudaOy, objections raised 
by Sir Stephen Brown, the ftw 
ident of the Family Division of 
Ihe High Court, and Sir Richard 
Scott, author of Ihe Scott arms- 
fbr-Iraq report, who is vice- 
chancellor of the High Court 
Chancery Division. 

Sir Stephen was concerned 
that the ongunl proposal would 
mean local authority-employed 


solicitors would be handling 
sensitive cam: cases without re- 
sort to an independent barriv 
tcr. Sir Richard raised concerns 
about the placing of .1 
prosecution entirely within the 
hands of the CPS. a state body 

Recently it has become dear 
that despite Lords Mackay. 
Bingham ami WotHi beine m the 
majority, the LiWd Chancel- 
lor's Department coukl not risk 
an embarrassing Slowdown t»: 
one or both of the other two 
judges exercising the veto. 

A polite wcicnuic masked dis- 
appointment at the CPS. Bar- 
bara Mills QC, head of the 
service, said: “We welcome the 
fact that same of the restrictions 
on rights of audience in the 
higher courts for employed 
solicitors have been removed."* 

For a service already hauling 
with low morale and stretched 
resources, the baron the op- 
portunity lor its lawyers to qual- 
ify as jury trial advocates wiii 
come as a Mow. 

Phillip Sycamore, the Law 
Society's vice-president, said: 
"The Lord Chancellor lias an- 
nounced the judges' decision 
that, in almost all circum- 
stances, employed solicitors w ill 
not be granted rights of audi- 
ence in the higher courts. This 
is an extremely disappointing 
announcement-" 


Man charged with 
killing Kayleigh, 9 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A man was charged yesterday 
with the murder and rape of 
Kayleigh Ward, the “street- 
wise” nine-year-old who disap- 
peared after going to buy some 
chips. 

Meanwhile, in an uncon- 
nected case, the body of a sec- 
ond child, believed to be that of 
missing nine-year-old Zoe 
Evans, was found in Wiltshire. 

John O'Shaughnessy, 30, 
from Blacon, Chester, is to ap- 
pear before Chester magis- 
trates today charged with 
Rayleigh’s murder. Her body 
was found in the river Dee just 
over the Welsh border from her 
home in Chester by a man 
walking his dog on Tuesday. 

A Home Office Pathologist 
who examined the body con- 
cluded she had been strangled 
before being put into the river. 


The discovery ended a police 
search that began wheo the 
girl, who was described as 
“street-wise”, went missing on 
19 December after setting off 
from her hostel home. Her 
body was identified by her 
mother Yvonne, 36. 

Pblice are preparing for a fin- 
gertip search today of a bronze- 
age campsite at Battlesbury 
Hill, Waiininsler, after the dis- 
covery yesterday of what is be- 
lieved to be the body of Zoe 
Evans, who vanished from her 
Army married quarters home 
on 11 January. The body was 
found fay officers working on the 
edge of the wooded hill -a 200ft 
high bronze-age campsite and 
local beauty spot. 

The area was cordoned off 
aad a nearby military road 
closed to traffic. The area is on 
military land and less than a 
mile from Zoe s home at Pep- 
per Place, near Wbrminster 


Tory MP drank himself 
to death alone in his flat 


The sudden death of Iain Mills, 
the Tory MP, was caused by 
aaite alcohol intoxication, an 
inquest was told yesterday. 

At the time of his death, 
which temporarily plunged 
John Major’s government into 
a minority, the 56-year-old 
backbench MP for Meriden, in 
the West Midlands, was found 
with more than five times the 
drink/drive limit of alcohol in his 
blood. 

Derek Conway, a government 
whip, told Westminster coro- 
ner's court how he had found 
Mills at the MFs fiat in London 
where he had Iain undiscovered 
for at least two days. 

Paul Knapman, the coroner, 
said: “It is ... a sad story that no- 
body noticed .that lain Mills 
wasn't so much around ... until 
Mr Conway found him.” 

Mr Conway started searching 
for Mills on the afternoon of 16 
January, after tbe MP had failed 
to turn up for a crucial vote in 
the House of Commons two 
nights before. With a security 



lain Mills: Lay undiscovered 

guard, he found Mr Mills’s 
body face down on the bed in 
his fiat at a complex in Pimlico, 
centra] London. 

Dr Knapman recorded a ver- 
dict of misadventure, saying 
that the alcohol level in Mr 
Mills’s blood was -astonishing- 
ly high". 

Peter Jerreat, a pathologist, 
said that Mr Mills's blood con- 
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Barracks. A footpath links the 
hill to' the married quarters 
and it is understood it was pre- 
viously searched by police. 

Her stepfather, Private Miles 
Evans, 23, a driver with the Roy- 
al Logistics Corps, is in custody 
charged with her murder. He is 
due to make a further remand 
court appearance at Trowbridge 
later this month. 

Zoe lived with her stepfather, 
her mother Paula, 28, and her 
brother Glenn, seven, in a ter- 
raced house. She was known to 
be a polite girl and fond of dogs. 
She was last seen at a local su- 
permarket. 

Less than a week after her re- 
appearance police found two 
items of bloodstained dothing. 
They declined to give details but 
said they were a girl's and a 
man’s. 

A post-mortem examination 
on the body was expected to be 
carried out last night. 
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tained 472mg of alcohol per 
lOOmL Allowing for the effects 
of decomposition, he said, the 
level at the time of death was 
probably at least 400m g. The 
drink/dnve limit is 80mg per 
lOOmL The inquest was also told 
that Mr Mills had been talcing 
pain-killers for toothache, but 
these had not played a signifi- 
cant role in his death. 

Mr Conway said that Mr Mills 
had been drinking when he last 
saw him at the Commons on 13 
January. The MB he said, was of- 
ten seen “round and about the 
bars” there, but had not mixed 
socially with his colleagues. 

Outside the court Mr Conway 
said: “We were encouraging Iain 
to try and get a grip ... We knew 
he was drinking, but we had no 
idea it was in the order found by 
the pathologist." However, he 
added: “The reports ... from his 
constituency were that he was 
doing [his work] very welL" 

Mr Mills left a wife. Gaynor, 
who was not present at yester- 
day’s bearing. 




Mazda 323 2.0 Sport V6 24v 
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• As a business user you could be driving the highly acclaimed 
Mazda 323 2.0 Sport V6 24v for just £199 per month.* 

• Enjoy an extensive specification list which includes ABS, 
air conditioning and alloy wheels as standard. 

• Experience the "silky smooth* sophistication and 
exhilaration of the responsive V6 24v engine. 

• Relax in the knowledge that you’ll be enjoying Mazda’s 
engineering pedigree and a commitment to exacting 
safety standards. 

• The Mazda 323 2.0 Sport V6 24v, the ultimate combination 
of style, practicality and refined power. 





The Mazda 323 2.0 Sport V6 24v 

comes with the following standard features: 

ABS braking ✓ Driver 8 passenger airbags ✓ 

Air conditioning •/ Heated electric door mirrors ✓ 

Allqy wheels */ Remote central locking ✓ 

Electric sunroof ✓ Driver's 9eat height adjustment ✓ 

Engine immobiliser t/ Driver’s seat tilt adjustment ✓ 

Electric windows i/ Electric antenna %/ 

Power steering ✓ Split/fold rear seats ✓ 

Sports seats i/ Ratfio cassette with RDS ✓ 




Born in Japan tor a life of joy in the UK! 

Car shown: Mazda 323 2.0 Sport V6 24v. £17 ,860 on the road. Price is correct at time of going - to press, Includes VAT number niatoc rininmn. _.w .. 

* Contract Hire available from participating Mazda dealers through Mazda vehicle Contracts/ UKtUfles VAl > rajmber Pistes, delivery and 12 months road fund lie 
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Grammar tests will not help, say teachers 


Schools denounce new exams 
as politically motivated 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Fourteen-year-olds will he 
asked to identify adverbial phas- 
es and subordinate c fauw-g in 
new tests released yesterday and 
designed to promote the teach- 
ing of formal grammar. 

In spelling, pupils will be 
asked to spot misspellings of 
words such as “concentration" 
and “essential" and in punctu- 
ation they will be required to ex- 
plain the use of apostrophes and 
paragraphs. 

There will also be new 20- 
tninute menial arithmetic tests 
for both 1 1- and 14-year-olds in 
which pupils will be given five 
seconds to write, for example, 
four-fifths as a decimal and to 
increase £60 by 5 per cent. 

The questions will be read 
out on a tape by a BBC conti- 
nuity announcer or by the class 
teacher. Both sets of tests will 
be piloted in schools next term 
and may be compulsory next 
year. 

English teachers yesterday 
described the grammar tests as 
“politically motivated" and said 
they would do nothing to im- 
prove pupils' grammar. 

Dr Nick Tate, chief executive 
of the School Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority, which 
released the sample tests, said 
that they were being introduced 
because of concern among em- 
ployers, politicians and the pub- 
lic about “a pervasive sloppiness 


in people’s writing." He said: 
“We should be moving into an 
era of zero tolerance of poor 
punctuation, bad spelling and 
weak grammar." 

The 50-minutc English test 
will involve changing a noun, 
such as force, into an adverb or 
an adjective using a suffix and 
linking simple sentences to- 
gether to make one logically or- 
dered complex one. 

There will be some questions 
which relate to literary criticism. 
For example, pupils may be 
asked to say how particular ad- 
verbs add to the meaning of a 
passage. 

Dr Tate said good schools 
were already leaching pupils in 
a way which would enable them 
to succeed in the tests but evi- 
dence from national tests for 14- 
year-olds suggested some, 
possibly many, were not. 

Some teachers would need 
retraining. The authority's sur- 
vey of teachers' confidence 
about teaching grammar shows 
that they feel confident about 
paragraphing and using nouns, 
verbs and adjectives but less so 
about sentence structure. 

Anne Barnes, general secre- 
tary of the National Association 
for the Teaching of English, said: 
“These are appalling tests. We 
have not focused enough on 
teaching children about gram- 
mar but the tests are a politically 
motivated distraction. 

“There is too much empha- 
sis on using the right terminol- 


CBI calls for 
education 
funds revamp 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Business leaders yesterday 
called for a radical rethink of 
education funding amid con- 
cerns that the present system 
does not give value for money. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry weighed into the pre- 
election debate over the best use 
of existing funds in education 
with claims that cash could be 
saved through better use of 
teachers and resources and 
more efficient management. 

Despite spending £36bn an- 
nually on education, the Unit- 
ed Kingdom was still far from 
achieving government targets 
for 2000 on education, and train- 
ing which had already been 
outstripped by some of its in- 
ternational competitors, the 
CBI said. 

In a consultation paper. Doer 
h Add Up?, the confederation 
sets out proposals for reform of 
education funding. It calls for 
a debate over how greater val- 
ue for money could be achieved, 
and whether the savings, and 
any extra funding, should be 
pumped into education. 

The paper suggests efficien- 
cy could be improved by intro- 
ducing an element of payment 
by results in schools and uni- 
versities. 

In schools, the payment 
could be based on the educa- 
tional “value added" rather 
than exam results, ensuring 
schools in poorer areas were not 
penalised compared with those 
in middle-class areas. 

Further education and sixth- 
form colleges already receive 
some funding according to 
students’ success in achieving 
qualifications, and the 
Department for Education and 
Employment plans to extend 
that to school sixth-forms. 

Schools doing particularly 
poorly should be able to bid for 
extra cash, the paper suggests, 
lo win the money, they would 
have to show how more re- 
sources would be used to in- 
crease attainment, and would 
have to undergo an inspection 
by the schools watchdog Ofeted. 

In higher education, the CBI 
proposes that would-be stu- 



Back to basics: Grammar and mental arithmetic tests will be piloted in schools next term and may become compulsory Photograph: Manru Masons 


ogy and correcting words is a 
very hit-and-miss way of teach- 
ing spelling. 

“TTie tests will mean that chil- 
dren who are good at learning 


grammatical rules do better 
than those who can write ex- 
pressively." 

The association has advised 
all schools to think carefully be- 


fore agreeing to take part in 
the pilot scheme. 

So far only 30 per cent of sec- 
ondary schools have volun- 
teered for the English pilot 


tests whereas 74 per cent have 
volunteered for the mental 
arithmetic tests. 

Sixty per cent of primary 
schools have asked to take part 


in the 11 -year-old arithmetic 
tests which will have 28 ques- 
tions. 

All the tests will be marked 
externally. . 
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dents should be given a learn- 
ing credit for tuition fees to 
bring with them to the univer- 
sity offering them a place. 

Universities would be able to 
charge top-up fees above the 
value of the credit, but, ac- 
cording to the paper, the need 
to attract students would en- 
courage them to keep charges 
down. 

The paper, which is being 
sent to politicians, local au- 
thorities, teaching unions and 
other interest groups, also asks 
for views on the option of in- 
vesting more on primary and 
nursery education in order to 
save money spent later on help- 
ing struggling learners. 

Tbny Webb, CBI director of 
education and training, denied 
the document amounted to a 
criticism of the Government's 
management of the education 
system. “In terms of perfor- 
mance. we are doing a lot bet- 
ter, but we have still got a long 
way to go," he said. 

“As things stand we are not 
achieving the full value for 
money we could achieve. As a 
consequence, we are not going 
to be as dose to hitting the tar- 
gets as we could be.” 

■The Government went on the 
attack yesterday after a Labour 
education spokesman ques- 
tioned the charitable status of 
“wealthy" public schools, such 
as Eton, Harrow and Rugby, | 
writes Colin Brown. 1 

The remarks, by Peter Kil- 
foyle, came as ministers an- 
nounced Government support 
for an extra I.2QQ assisted 
places, of which half will go to 
118 preparatory schools from 
September this year. 

Labour is committed to abol- 
ishing assisted places, which is 
costing the taxpayer about 
£200m a year to send about 
34.000 children to private 
schools. But Labour denied 
that it had any plan to abolish 
the schools' charitable status. 

Armed with Mr Kilfoyle's ar- 
ticle, the Secretary of State for 
Education, Gillian Shephard, 
accused Labour of threatening 
the existence of the independent 
schools by taking away their 
charitable status. 

Education +, The Tabloid 


DAILY POEM 

In the City of What Once Was 

By Uliana Ursu (translated by the author with Adam J Sorkm 
and Tess Gallagher) 

In the city of what once »wzs, my brother tamed Sundays, 
and when he no longer could, when he no longer could, 
he 'd gouge the shadows from the walls 
with the quicks of his nails. 

In the city of what once was, I repaired clocks, 
and high in the tower I set the heavy iron hand 
to the fragile hours. 

You would pick wild strawberries from the Up of the abyss. 

.4 word, and we came crashing down. 

The Romanian poet Liliana Ursu, born at Sibiu in Transyl- 
vania, published her first volume in 1977. She gave readings 
and worked in the US after Ceausescu's fall, but still lives in 
Bucharest, where she hosts a weekly literary programme on 
Romanian radio. “In the City of What Once Was" comes from 
her selected poems. The Sky Behind the Forest, just published 
bv Bloodaxe (£7.95). 



Ws’ll go 
on listening 
even when 
you can’t go 
on talking. 


Every year at The Samaritans we 
receive over a million totally silent phone 
calls. For whatever reason, the callers can’t 
begin to tell us what’s troubling them. 

Equally, callers who do start may be 
unable to go on - many hang up halfway 
through a conversation, or simply go quiet 
. With all of these callers, though, we 
have one golden rule: we never stop 
listening. We won’t be the ones to 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our number's in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. -Every call is confidential. 
Even if you can’t talk we'll listen. 



A Registered Chanty funded by voluntary donations. 
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Xinjiang attacks raise security fears in Peking, as Hong Kong receives fleeting visit from another minister 


Portillo 
overlooks 
great and 
good on 
flying trip 


Bombs expose unrest 
in Muslim China 


Teresa Poole 
and Reuters 

Faking 


Indiscriminate bombings in the 
capital of China's far western 
Muslim Xinjiang province just 
hours after Deng Xiaoping’s 
memorial ceremony have ex- 
posed the gaps in the country's 
powerful security apparatus. 
Officials confirmed yesterday 
that three bombs placed on pub- 
lic buses in the provincial cap- 
ital of Urumqi on Tuesday had 
killed at least four people and 
injured 60. The bombs were as- 
sumed to be the work of sepa- 
ratist forces who want an 
independent Muslim state. 

The timing of the blasts, fol- 
lowing the senior communist 
party leadership's final farewell 
to Mr Deng in the Great Hall 
of the People, suggests that 
the public security bureau's in- 
telligence and preventive ca- 
pability in Xinjiang is badly 
stretched. Policing in Xinjiang 
had already been stepped up af- 
ter anti-Chinese riots in early 
Februaiy in Yining city, across 
the border from Kazakhstan, in 
which aL least 10 people, pos- 
sibly many more, were killed 
and more than 100 injured 
when Chinese soldiers opened 


to 



fire on demonstrators. Yester- 
day, a heavy police presence was 
reported on the streets of 
Urumqi. checking bags and 
packages. “People are full of 
fear, and the city is on high 
alert," said a local television sta- 
tion official. Tuesday's bombs 
were placed on commuter bus- 
es in Urumqi, the provincial 
headquarters for the Han Chi- 
nese government which ad- 
ministers Xinjiang and its ethnic 
Muslim Uighur population. A 


fourth bomb was identified be- 
fore it detonated. 

Xinjiang’s vast territory ac- 
counts for one-sixi h of China’s 
total land mass but is home to 
just 16 million inhabitants. Re- 
sistance to Peking rule goes back 
a long lime. An independent 
East Turidstan was declared in 
Yining in 1944 and lasted until 
1949 when the leadership was 
killed when their airplane 
crashed mysteriously on its re- 
turn from a meeting with Mao 
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Tse-tung in Peking. Ethnic un- 
rest in Xinjiang has since been 
a running sore for the Peking 
government. Over the past year, 
terrorist activity by Muslim sep- 
aratists has stepped up. re- 
peatedly challenging Peking’s 
claim to'have control of its west- 
ernmost province. Western an- 
alysts believe that the terrorists 
represent a minority of public 
opinion; Chinese rule in Xin- 
jiang is not under threat but the 
bombing of civilian targets 
poses a serious public order 
problem for Peking. 

Since 1949, the Chinese gov- 
ernment has sought to 
strengthen its hold on the region 
by encouraging a big influx of 
Han Chinese. These days some 
38 pCTcem of Uk provinces pop- 
ulation is Han Chinese compared 
with 47 percent Muslim Uighur. 
This has onfy inflamed natkmaiisi 
feeling, and Uighurs complain 
that Xinjiang has been exploit- 
ed for its large oQ reserves with- 
out benefiting the local people. 

Peking, seeing the emergence 
of the ncwly-in depende nt Mus- 
lim central Soviet republics, is 
terrified of cross-border links 
with Uighur nationalists in the 
newly independent former So- 
viet Central Asa republics. This 
may account for the crackdown 
on alleged separatist activity 
over the past year. 

Last April, it was reported 
that 1,700 suspected "terrorists, 
separatists and criminals" had 
been arrested in Xinjiangas part 
of an anti-crime crackdown. 
The situation was difficult to 
verify, given the Chinese au- 
thorities’ habit of labelling any 
criminals in ethnically volatile 
areas as “splittists". In May. in 
Kuqa town, nine alleged Mus- 
lim separatists were lulled in a 
shootout with police, and ac- 
cused of “bombings, murders 
and other violent terrorist ac- 
tivities". Meanwhile, a number 
of pro-Peking religious and 
government Uighur figures 
were reported murdered. 

Reliable information about 
Xinjiang is difficult to obtain be- 
cause foreigners' access is re- 
stricted. Xinjiang is sensitive 
because it is die site of China’s 
former nuclear test site and 
has many forced labour camps. 
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Stephen Vines 

nong Kong 


By the right Soldiers of the Black Watch at the Prince of Wales barracks m Hong Kong 
yesterday after a visit by Michael Portillo, Secretary of State for Defence Photograph; AFP 


Apparently, Michael Port ilia 
the Secretary of State for De- 
fence. visited Hirag Kong yes- 
terday. Apparently, that is. 

because hardly anyone in the 
colony knew he was here. 

Even by the increasingly un- 
demanding standardvnf British 
ministerial visits to ihc cnkW> 
Mr Portillo managed to set 
new lows. He slaved in Hong 
Kong for less than 1(1 hours, 
managed not lu meet a single 
Hong Kong Chinese person of 
any status and confined his in- 
ner thought* solely to a small 
group of reporters who had 
been flown out from London by 
the Minisuy of Defence to ac- 
company the secretary of state. 

Like the visits of other British 
political figures. Mr Portillo \ 
was curtailed by the need for his 
vote in the House of Com- 
mons. Two weeks ago. foreign 
secretary .Malcolm Riflcind was 
forced u> dash hack to attend the 
BSE debate but at least he 
stayed long enough to find out 
about wbai was happening dur- 
ing the twilight of British rule. 

Mr FtirtSh) was too busy for 
this as he had to make lime for 
two photo op portunities. First, 
a quick inspection of the newly 
arrived Black Watch and then a 
spin in a fast pursuit craft man- 
ned by the British navy. 

How little he learned was ap- 
parent at a stand-up news con- 
ference at the airport where he 
said that good progress w as be- 
ing made in Sino-Brilish nec«> 
nations on the ads ancc station- 
ing of People's Liberation Army 
troops in the colony before the 
handover of power. 

China is very angry about 
Britain's reluctance to allow in 
significant numbers of troops 
and keeps saving so to anyone 
prepared lu listen. However. Mr 
Ponillo did not seem to be 
concerned with what must ap- 
pear to be minutiae when com- 
pared with pressing matters 
such as the next election and 
possible changes to the leader- 
ship of the Conservative Pam. 


British 
concern 
over PNG 
dogs of 
war 


Robert NBIton 

Sydney 


Britain has joined Australia in 
expressing its concerns to the 
Papua New Guinea govern- 
ment over its hiring of a Lon- 
don-based mercenary company 
in its war against secessionists 
on the tropical island of 
Bougainville. 

This follows a meeting called 
by Alexander Downer, the Aus- 
tralian foreign minister, involv- 
ing the high commissioners of 
Britain, New Zealand and the 
United States charge d’affaires 
during his visit last week to Port 
Moresby, the PNG capital. 

In his talks with Sir Julius 
Chan. PNG’s prime minister, 
Mr Downer expressed Aus- 
tralia’s strong opposition over 
the mercenary deal He then 
briefed the British, New Zea- 
land and American diplomatic 
representatives, and urged them 
to make their governments’ 
concerns known to the Pori 
Moresby government 

Mr Downer told parliament 
in Canberra yesterday that Aus- 
tralia had asked Britain, Now 
Zealand and America “to raise 
these very same issues’ 1 with 
PNG. Jim Bolger, the New 
Zealand prime minister, wrote 
to Sir Julius on Monday expres- 
sing his concern. 

The Australian government 
has asked Britain to use what in- 
fluence it can to persuade Sir 
Julius to sever his government’s 
involvement with Sandline In- 
ternational, a company regis- 
tered in the Bahamas with 
offices in King's Road, Chelsea, 
and Yfeshington DC. 

In the wake of a furore that 
has erupted over disclosures 
that PNG has turned to Sand- 
line to help its anned forces to 
"capture or kill" the Bougain- 
ville rebel leaders. Sir Julius ad- 
mitted on Tuesday that 40 for- 
eign soldiers had arrived in 
PNG. He described them 
as “foreign military advisers" 
and said that 30 of the men 
would train PNG soldiers while 
the other 10 would be “back- 
room advisers.” 
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Red Army arrests 
bring Japan’s media 
army to Beirut, then 
the trail goes cold 


Robert Fisk 

Beirut 


First the actors: five ageing 
members of the Japanese Red 
Array, an equally pensioned -off 
HizboUah leader, a Japanese 
government security unit the 
Lebanese foreign and interior 
ministers, up to 100 Japanese 
journalists, a female Lebanese 
acupuncturist and a large num- 
ber of mysterious plain-clothes 
security agents. The scene: 
Beirut The play, a farce in three 
acts. 

Act One, dear reader, seems 
the most sensible. In the early 
hours of 15 February, security 
agents arrest four Japanese 


men, a Japanese woman and a 
Lebanese woman. The Inde- 
pendent can confirm that one of 
the Japanese was taken from his 
third-floor home in the Rajah 
Saab building in the Mazraa dis- 
trict by men claiming to work for 
Lebanese “state security police" 
at three in the morning. Pla'm- 
dothes cops -if that is what they 
were - surrounded the apart- 
ment block, forcing the con- 
cierge to let them m and then 
departing with the Japanese 
man, possibly a Japanese 
woman as well, and a truck load 
of “machines" (to quote one 
eyewitness) which may or may 
not have been printing-presses 
to forge visas and passports. 


Elsewhere in Beirut, two 
more Japanese are seen being 
arrested. So is one in the Bekaa, 
and - at a different location in 
the valley - Omaya Aboud, the 
35-year old acupuncturist. She 
is takes to Zable, where her 
family sees her in a prison cell, 
and then she disappears. So too 
do the five Japanese. But two 
days later-on 17 February- the 
Japanese prime minister, Ryu- 
taro Hashimoto, announces 
that the Lebanese have arrest- 
ed up to six members of the 
Japanese Red Army, the radi- 
cal, pro-ftlesrinian - and very 
vicious - movement which 
churned 
ries of a 1 


Israelis dean up the Mood-spattered terminal at Lod airport, Tel Aviv, after the 1972 gun attack by the Red Army which kffled 20 pilgrimsPbotog'apbs: A P 


1 responsibility for a s 
macks and hijackings 


se- 

in 


Europe, the Middle East, and 
Asia in the 1970s. Its cruellest 
assault was at Tel Aviv airport 
where in 1972 a Red Army 
squad, including a man called 
Kozo Okamoto, machine- 


gunned to death 20 pilgrims and 
wounded another 100 civilians. 

'Within hours of Mr Hash- 
imoto’s revelation- and Japan’s 
instructions to its embassies to 
bdU all doors for fear of revenge 


attacks -Lebanese officials let 
h be known that they had in- 
deed arrested five Red Army 
members, jndw&g the now 49- 
year-old Okamoto. Out of 
Ibkyo flies a Japanese security 
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team, en route io Beirut with in- 
structions to arrange the extra- 
dition of the wanted Red Army 
members. Also arriving in 
Beirut are up to 100 Japanese 
reporters and camera crews, 
The Lebanese foreign minister. 
Farez Boulez, says the Japanese 
are being ‘interrogated". And 
who knows, maybe the long- 
hoped-for Japanese investment 
in Lebanon's post-war recon- 
struction will be forthcoming at 
last End of Act One. 

Act Two opens with a 
Lebanese journalist observing 
that “there axe mote Japanese 
here than participated in the 
attack cm Fear] Harbour", a re- 
mark which made up in passion 
what it lacked in accuracy. More 
than 180 Japanese phots took 
part in the attack on the Unit- 
ed States naval base, 29 of whom 
failed to return to their six air- 
craft carriers. But Admiral Yam- 
amoto probably spent less 
money bnngjng America into the 
Second World War than the 
Japanese press are coughing up 
in Lebanon for their fleets of hire 
cars, mobile phones and armies 
of interpreters. 

The journalises ruppons - as 
the French-language pres here 
delicately puis it - have been 
touring the villages of the Bekaa 
\felfey searching for another 40 
alleged Red Army members 
whom the Israelis claim live 
there. An odd lead, perhaps, 
since the Israelis - incredibly - 
themselves released Okamoto in 
a 1985 prisoner exchange. 

Lebanese village women have 
been seen giving the Hiller salute 
to the cruising Japanese scribes 
and cheerfully shouting “jesfc 
ahmar” - “Red Army" - at the 
stunned journalists. And in die 
Beirut law courts, be robed bar- 
risters have been astonished to 
see batteries of equally earnest 
Japanese reporters shouting 
“ mush-mush " into their mobile 
phones. In Japanese, mush-mush 
means hallo. In Arabic, it means 
apricot. Why on earth were the 
Japanese ordering fruit from 
Ibkyo over the telephone? At the 
Lebanese foreign ministry, the 
exasperated Japanese ambas- 
sador, Yasuji Ishikagi. was told 
that the Lebanese knew nothing 
of the Japanese detainees - who 
are also supposed to include 
Mariko Yamamoto, Kazuo To- 
hira, Masao Adachi and Hisas- 
hi Matsuda - even though 
minister Bouiez had earlier said 
they were being interrogated. 

Act Three is dire indeed. 
Rumours - of varying degrees 
Of sanity - wash through the 
Lebanese press corps. Syria 
ordered the arrests because it 
believed the Red Army had 
bombed a civilian bus in Dam- 
ascus at Christmas -a crime for 
which Israel and Turkey have 
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also been blamed. Or Situ 
knew nothing - a likely takr in- 
deed - but is angry that V« was 
not informed ot the arrest^ n*»r 
of the gratitude that might he 
earned from the Japanese. Or 
that Syria wanted in get taken 
off the* US list of states that “sup- 
port terrorism" by picking up she 
Red Army bad guy*. Or that a 
lone member of the Lebanese 
state security police had or- 
dered the arrests without telling 
the imerior minister Michel 
Murr, who now ekiims he knows 
absolutely nothing about any 
Japanese being held anywhere. 
Or that prime minister Rufrq 
Hariri, the overall commander 
of “state security", was trying to 
elicit Japanese imo-lmenl. Or 
that Father Christmas exists. 

In the Bekaa. Sheikh Suhhi 
Tofafli, a former Hi/hoiluh 
leader, demands Okamoio's 
release on the grounds that he 
was the author of “the heroic at- 


Okamoto: In court 25 years 
ago for the Tel Aviv massacre 

tack" at Tel Aviv. In Japan, the 
Red Army supposedly warns the 
Lebanese to release its mem- 
bers. But does this threat come 
from the Red Army, asks the 
Lebanese press? Or from the 
Japanese government pretend- 
ing to be the Red Army? Ms 
Aboud's family demand to 
know where acupuncturist 
Omaya is, insisting ihuL she 
has nothing to da with the Red 
Army (which anvwav normally 
carried out acupuncture by rid- 
dling people with bullets |. 

Last night. President Hrawi 
(father-in-law of Bouiez) was 
demanding an explanation from 
the government. Prime minis- 
ter Hariri, just returned from 
visiting the Pope, was asking 
much the same. Lebanese pub- 
lic security director Raymond 
Raphael, who has sensibly kept 
his own siireie force out of the 
whole mess, once said that 
security organisations were like 
“a fisherman's net - when you 
drop it into the ocean, it collects 
a large variety' of fish”. But 
whether in Beirut or Damascus, 
these particular fish arc begin- 
ning to smell. 


Zairean rebel hopes 
peace talks are close 

The Zairean rebel leader Laurent Kabila, in South Africa 
for talks on ending fighting in his country, said he hoped 
direct negotiations with President Mobutu Sese Seko's 
government could start soon. 

Speaking after meeting South African President Nelson 
Mandela, Mr Kabila said any chance for a ceasefire 
depended on setting up tails with Mr Mobutu’s 
government. Asked if a ceasefire was imminent, he 
answered: “No ceasefire. We are dose to the negotiations 
Wfe haven't yet discussed it with them." 

Honore Ngbanda, nephew and security adviser of 
President Mobutu, also was in South Africa, where US-led 
talks on Zaire continued. AP - Johannesburg 

Stop whining, says Yeftsin 

President Boris Yeltsin told his Defence Minister. Igor 
Rodionov, who has been pushing for more cash for rhe 
armed forces, to get down to work on military reform 
instead of “whining* 4 in public. 

“The President of the Russian Federation does not 
approve of remarks made by the defence minister on 23 
February." said a Kremlin statement. 

“The president knows how difficult it is now for the 
people in epaulettes. But whining will not help matters 
concrete actions arc needed." Reuters - Moscow 

Sown in the sands of time 

New South Wales state government offered gardeners and 
investors the chance to buy seedlings from Wollemi Pine 
trees which existed 150 million years ago, in an anempt to 
save the speaes from extinction. Thirty-nine of the trees 
were found west of Sydney in 1994. ' Reuters - Sydney 
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Israeli settlements: Har Homa building plan and fatal shooting by soldiers increase -West Bank tension 

Jews given 
swathe of 
Arab East 
Jerusalem 
for homes 


Patrick Cockburn 

Jerusalem 

Israel yesterday approved the 
construction of a new Jewish 
neighbourhood on a tree-cov- 
ered h31 3 l Har Homa in East 
Jerusalem in the face of Pales- 
tinian and international 
protests. Benjamin Netanyahu, 
the Israeli Prime Minister, 
made strenuous efforts to lim- 
it the political repercussions of 
building 2.456 homes for Jews 
on land captured by the Israeli 
army in 1967 by announcing 
moie housing for Palestinians. 

In sharp contrast to the 
abrupt opening of a tunnel be- 
neath the Muslim quarter of the 
Old City of Jerusalem last year, 
provoking violence in which 61 
Palestinians and 15 Israelis 
died, the government is eager 
to downplay the significance of 
the Har Homa project. “U is a 
civil project which intends to al- 
leviate the housing shortage," 
said David Bar-llian. the prime 
minister's head of communica- 
tions. “It is good for the Jews. 
It is good for the Arabs." 

Other members of the gov- 
ernment were more forthright 
about the motives for building 
at Har Homa. Avigdor Kahaiani. 
the Minister of Internal Security, 
said construction would “make 
unequivocally clear that 
Jerusalem is the Jewish capital, 
and we can build within its mu- 
nicipal boundaries". In response 
to Palestinian protests he said: 
“Wc will do all we can to ensure 
none of us open fire. If some- 
one opens fire, we will respond.” 

Overnight an Israeli under- 
cover squad posing as Pales- 
tinians killed Mohammed 
Abdel Haziz al-Halawi. 60, the 
father of 10 children in the vil- 


lage of Hizma, north of 
Jerusalem. Another three vil- 
lagers were wounded by gun- 
shots when they stoned (he 
squad, reportedly under the 
impression that they were 
thieves or Israeli settlers. The 
dead man was shot through the 
knee and villagers said he bled 
to death because soldiers 
stopped his immediate evacu- 
ation to hospital. Jibril Rajoub. 
the head of Palestinian Pre- 
ventive Security in the West 
Bank, told Palestinians to slay 
in their homes to prevent the in- 
cident escalating. 

Ahmed Tibi, adviser to Yass- 
er. Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, said: "‘This is an abom- 
inable crime carried out by ex- 
ecution squads, who are acting 
today as Lhcy did at the height 
of the oppression, as if there 
were no peace agreements and 
no political negotiations." 

The Israeli civil and security 
police believe that Mr Arafat has 
no interest in provoking violence, 
but may be unable to prevent \l 
I n order to prevent demonstra- 
tions the body of Mr Halawi had 
not been released to his family 
by late afternoon yesterday. 

In order to take the edge off 
Palestinian anger the govern- 
ment is expected to announce 
that 3,015 building permits 
would be issued to Palestinians 
in Jerusalem to build in the city. 
The promise will probably have 
little impact since similar 
pledges have been made in the 
past but without result A poll 
at the weekend in the daily 
Afc ariv found that 46 per cent 
of Israelis favour building at Har 
Homa. 29 per cent oppose and 
25 per cent do not know. 

Har Homa. a long hill be- 
tween Jerusalem and Beihle- 




Appeal for peace: Faisal al-Hussemi, the PLOtop official in Jerusalem, in the Knesset yesterday to urge Ben y aanin Netanyahu 
not to go ahead with building nearly 2,500 homes for Jews in Arab East Jerusalem Photograph: Reuters 


hem. was expropriated for the 
building of a settlement by Israel 
in 1991. It will complete a line 
of Jewish settlements in the 
south of the city and will act as 
a wedge cutting into centres of 


Palestinian population inside 
and outside the city boundaries. 

In order to reduce Arab 
anger Mr Netanyahu spoke by 
phone with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak saying, ac- 


cording to a spokesman, that Is- 
rael “intends to build about 
2,000 housing units for Jews in 
the Har Homa neighbourhood 
on land which is largely private 
and under Jewish ownership”. 


Mr Netanyahu has also im- 
plied that the next stage of Is- 
raeli withdrawal from the West 
Bank will depend on a peace- 
ful Palestinian acceptance of the 
Har Homa project 


Patrick Cocfcfaurn 

Some l2flJXin Palestinians from 
Jerusalem, two-thirds of those 
with the right to live there, fear 
they may lose their identity 
caitfs as the result of a campaign 
by the Israeli Interior Ministry 
which will change the balance 
between Israelis and Palestini- 
ans in the city. 

The apparent aim of the new 
policy, introduced aver a year 
ago, but implemented more 
forcefully since Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu became prime minister, 
is to increase die Jewish pro- 
portion of the population before 
negotiations start about the fi- 
nal status of Jerusalem. Pales- 
tinians in the city express more 
worry over their now uncertain 
residency rights than over con- 
struction of a new Jewish neigh- 
bourhood at Har Homa. 

Palestinians taking courses 
abroad say they are frightened 
of continuing their studies in 
case they should lose their right 
to return to Jerusalem. A 24- 
vear-old student working in 
Britain, who - like others whose 
residency is in doubt - did not 
want to be named, said: “I am 
staying at home near the Jaffa 
Cate in the Old City [of 
Jerusalem] because I don't 
know if 1 can get back in if 1 
kave^They told me Pd only find 
out what visa 1 had when I got 
to the airport. Tlw) of my sisters, 
who are married in Saudi Ara- 
bia, will also stay until they know 
if they can return here." 

Yael Stein of the Israeli hu- 
man rights group BTketemsays 
that the Interior Ministry has in- 
troduced a new policy by using 
an old law designed for other 
purposes. She says: “It is very 
unfair. A Palestinian living in a 
suburb of Jerusalem, like 
E-Ram. ten minutes from the 
city centre, will be treated just 
like an American or a Briton, 
once resident of the city, who 
has moved back to their own 
country." 

About 70.900 Palestinians 
with blue Jerusalem identity 
cards technically live on the 
West Bank as defined by Israel, 
according to Ms Stein. BTselcm 
says Israel has expropriated one- 


third of the land in Ejm 
J erusalem since capturing if in 
1967 and built 5 homes on 
it far Jews but none for ft&*v 
tinianx man' of whom haw 
moved to suburbs outskfc the city 
houndariw. A further SJJKM 
Palestinians from Jerusalem arc 
estimated to be working or 
studying in (he Arab world. Eu- 
rope or the United States. 

Eli Suissa. the Interior Min- 
ister. a member of the religioiiv 
parts Shas, Juki the Knesset ?1 m 1 
only n00 Palestinian identity 
cards have been confiscated, ho: 
Ms Stein says this may be an un- 
derestimate and the ministry has 
refused to issue full figures. A 
statement In’ the Interior Min- 
istry yesterday says that for 
Palestinians '‘permanent resi- 
dence is a matter of -prortKi:'. 
Therefore, when a person up- 
roots the centre of his life from 
Israel, and establishes it else- 
where. in reality the centre of 
his life is no longer in Israel." 

In practice this means that a 
Palestinian born in Jerusalem 
and living within sight of its 
shrines may find that "the cen- 
tre of his fife" is no longer in the 
city and he can no longer enter 
k. Marry Palestinians are outside 
the municipal boundaries, saw 
Meron. Benvcnisii. former 
deputy mayor and author off Ok 
of Stone: The Hidden History of 
Jerusalem, because in i9ft? Is- 
rael annexed land from 2S 
Palestinian villages 'leaving the 
populated area of the village 
outside [the city], but stripping 
it of its agricultural land and or 
potential building sites". 

There are estimated to be 
170.000 Palestinians resident in 
Jerusalem out of a total popu- 
lation of 600.000. and the new 
policy could reduce this total to 
a rump of 50.000. Probably the 
government docs not plan such 
a radical cut. Bui by putting the 
status of DtUWO Palestinians in 
doubt the government & making 
it difficult tor them to lead a nor- 
mal life and encouraging them 
to live elsewhere, Fearful of los- 
ing their identity cards Pales- 
tinians in the city have become 
nervous of cooui .1 with the au- 
thorities and sometimes do not 
even register new-born children. 


France draws back on Nato 


John Lichfield 

ftiris 


France may soon scrap its 
attempt to rejoin the military 
structures of Nato, according to 
senior officials in Paris. 

America’s refusal to accept 
reforms requested by France 
makes it likely that the rap- 
prochement. begun by Presi- 
dent Chirac 14 months ago, will 
be abandoned at, or before, the 
Nato summit in July. 

This is not yet a fait accom- 
pli. Conversations with Wash- 
ington are continuing. But the 
officials say the French gov- 
ernment feels it has reached a 
dead end and is quite prepared 
to declare its initiative over. The 
final decision will rest with 
President Chirac, who might 
find it domestically convenient 


to be seen to stand up to the US. 

Such a reversal would have 
profound implications for the 
creation of a more effective Eu- 
ropean defence identity within 
Nato, and closer links between 
Nato and the European Union. 
For this reason, diplomatic 
sources in Paris are unwilling to 
accept Lbat the game is up 
completely. They feel that Pres- 
ident Chirac would be reluctant 
to abandon the progress already 
made towards European de- 
fence co-operation within the 
alliance. 

French officials pointed out. 
however, that President Chirac 
had stated from the beginning 
that Paris would only rejoin the 
Nato military command under 
certain conditions. It was now 
evident, they said, that “Nato 
fundamentalists” in the Clinton 


administration had blocked the 
changes requested by France - 
in particular the request that the 
Mediterranean command 
should go to a European. Sug- 
gestions of a compromise - that 
a European general or admiral 
might be considered in princi- 
ple - bad also been rebuffed. 

“In these circumstances, 
there can be no question of us 
agreeing to rejoin the military 
structures at the Madrid sum- 
mit in July,” one senior official 
said. “But we want this to be an 
amicable break. We have no in- 
tention of taking hostage oth- 
er issues, such as the 
discussions on Nato enlarge- 
ment [to the east]." 

Although France remains a 
political member of the West- 
ern alliance, . President de 
Gaulle withdrew from the joint 


command structure in 1966, 
complaining of excessive Amer- 
ican control. President Chirac 
announced in December 1995 
that France would consider re- 
joining, as part of a strategic 
reappraisal of the country's se- 
curity policy and armed forces. 

Instead of attempting to build 
a separate European military 
structure outside Nato. Paris 
hoped to build a more opera- 
tionally independent European 
identity within the alliance. 

US officials and newspapers 
have speculated that President 
Chirac is, in any case, getting 
cold feet about a return to 
Nato. With France already com- 
mitted to abolishing the' franc 
in favour of the euro. Nato rein- 
tegration might provide one 
loo many hostages to 
nationalist opinion, they suggest. 
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international 


Was Clinton 
wrong to 
offer donors 
coffee and 
overnight 

stays at 
the White 
House? 



Bedfellows: Abraham Lincoln (left), whose #iost reputedly haunts the White House, used the room now known as the Lincoln Bedroom as his office and Cabinet room. B^sTru ma n 
later made it a bedroom, where luminaries such as (clockwise, from top left) Jane Fonda, Tad Turner, Barbra Streisand and Stephen Spielberg have stayed, courtesy of Bln Cbnton 



President set to publish 
internal papers amid 
public furore over funds 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


Money, ft has been famously re- 
marked, is the mother’s milk of 
American politics. However, as 
the deepening furore over Pres- 
idential coffee sessions and 
White House overnights for 
major Democratic donors show, 
one of Mr Clinton's preferred 
means of raising it may be less 
nourishment than poison for the 
system- 

Tbe publication this week by 
die White House of hundreds of 
internal documents was inten- 
ded as a pre-emptive strike to 
head off even more damaging 
leaking by Congressional Re- 
publicans preparing for full 
scale hearings on allegedly abu- 
sive political fundraising by the 
Democratic National Commit- 
tee. However, the net effect has 
been to intensify the contro- 
versy, and to strengthen the like* 
Iihood.tbat Janet Reno, the At- 
torney General, will be forced 
to appoint an independent 
counsel to investigate the entire 
practice. 

Whether Mr Clinton has 
done anything wrong is doubt- 
ful Whether he did anything 
which Republican Presidents 
Bush or Reagan did not do is 
equally doubtfuL Beyond ar- 
gument, though, no White 
House incumbent has ever 
thrown himself with such zeal 
into the fundraising business as 
Bill Clinton. 

In a handwritten memo from 
January 1995, he' endorsed re- 
wards like coffee sessions, golf 
games, lunches and dinners for 
major contributors, before add- 
ing: “Ready to start overnights 
" t away ... Give me the top 
id list {of donors] back, along 
w/ the 10050,000" - in other 
words, the list of those giving 
$1004)00 and $50,000 to the De- 
mocratic party. 

In one sense, the very timing 
of the memo explains every- 
thing. Two months before, the 
Democrats had lost control of 
Congress and Mr Clinton’s pro- 
mts ofa second term seemed 
anal Desperate, he turned 
to his former political strategist, 
Dick Morris, who urged an im- 
mediate start on “generic" ad- 
vertising to prepare for the 


Murder raises 
spectre of past 


r - 


1996 election. Tfti* campaign, 
more expensive and starting 
sooner in the electoral cycle 
than for any sitting president in 
history, cost Sim (xbOUJHHl) a 
week," later rising to S2m, ac- 
cording to Mr Morris. Mr Clin- 
ton is said to have personally 
vetted every spot. The total 
cost of the TV ads in 1995 and 
1996 was SS5m. far beyond the 
normal resources of the DNC 

As President. Mr Clinton has 
the right to invite whom- 
ever he likes to sleep in the 
White House private quarters, 
and the actual list contain* feu 
real surprises. Of the invit- 
ed, 370 wen: -Arkansas friends", 
a further 266 were -long-time 
friends and supporters", and 12S 
were officials and dignitaries, in- 
cluding John Major. 

Among Hollyu ood luminar - 
jes on the list arc Stephen 
Spielberg, Barbra Streisand. 
Jane Fonda. Tom Hanks, Can- 
dice Bergen and Richard Drey- 
fuss. Fonda's husband. CNN 
tycoon Ted Turner, is there, a* 
is John Kluge, the fourth rich- 
est man in America, and the 
California diet guru Dean Or- 
nish. who has advised the Clin- 
tons on diet and lifestyle. 

Nor is there anything wrong. 
per se, in lavishing favours on 
major donors. The Sen- York 
Times calculated yesterday that 
the 938 between them had con- 
tributed SlOJhn. 

The crucial question, upon 
which the appointment of a spe- 
cial counsel will hinge, is 
whether invitations were Issued 
or “sold" in return for a previ- 
ously agreed donation - which 
would be illegal - or merely ex- 
tended as a means of saying 
thanks, and keeping in touch 
with old friends. Mr Clinton in- 
sists on the latter. “The Lincoln 
Bedroom was never sold," he 
said defiantly this week. 

But after months- of revela- 
tions. ranging from Vice Presi- 
dent A1 Gore's participation in 
an April 1996 fundraiser at a 
Buddhist Temple, to guests with 
criminal connections at White 
House coffee sessions, and 
$ L5m of dubious contributions 
from Asian sources which the 
Democratic party has been 
farced to return, public creduli- 
ty may be dose to snapping. 
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PM Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 

Pepita the gunslinger is in jail 
but insists she didn’t do h. The 
police themselves are being in- 
vestigated over iL But most Ar- 
gentines believe “the political 
powers 0 were behind it 
A month after the grisly mur- 
der of top news photographer 
Jos6 Luis Cabezas, Argentines 
are clamouring for justice. The 
charred, handcuffed and shot 
body of Cabezas. a 35-year-old 
father of three known for his 
anti -corruption photo report- 
ages, was found dead in his car 
on 25 January in the beach re- 
sort of Pinamar. 

IbGce think be was doused in 
itrol and burnt alive before the 
tiers delivered a coup de gnUce 
with a pistol to his head. It was 
| seen as the most significant kil- 
ling of a journalist since the 
“Dirty War" of the Seventies. 

Chanting *110511061 Justice!" 
thousands of journalists, trade 
unionists, politicians and others 
held a protest rally in Buenos 
Aires on Tuesday outride the of- 
fices of the weekly investigative 

news magazine Notions, where 


4 


Cabezas worked. Some held 
signs saying “No to impunity” 
and said they feared the murder 
had “evoked ghosts from the 
past” - when left-wing students, 
workers and journalists ~d isap- 
peared" after visits from mili- 
tary-backed death squads. 

Cabezas had riled manv 
politicians arid businessmen 
with his reportages on corrup- 
tion and had just attended a 
late-night party al the villa of 
leading businessman. Oscar 
Andreani. when he was killed. 
Mr Andreani and another 
postal services magnate, Alfre- 
do Yarban - both friends of 
President Carlos Menem - have 
been publidy accused of run- 
ning a “mafia" in the lucrative 
customs and postal services. 

Police detained five people 
earlier this month, including 
“Pepita la pistoIenT (Pepita 
the gunslinger), a convicted ki- 
ller and drugs dealer, alto a 
would-be former gang member 
said he had heard them plannina 
the crime. Police claimed a pj£ 
tol found in the home of one of 
the five was the murder weapon 
but most Argentinians agree that 
Pepila is a scapegoat. 
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David D. Murison 


U mqucly among speech-forms 
descended from Old English, 
other than standard literary 
English itself, Scots exists in b 
huge corpus of written texts 
from all periods since the Uih 
cenltuy, and has a continuous 
literaiy history which includes 
many writers of stature and im- 
portance. Fittingly therefore, it 
is the only form of English (us- 
ing that word comprehensive- 
ly in its linguistic, not its 
political, sense) to have devot- 
ed to it two multi-volume dic- 
tionaries (one complete, the 
other almost so) conforming 
to the highest international 
standards of lexicography. 

The Scottish National Dic- 
tionary [SSD), which records 
the language from 1700 to the 
present century, is in 10 volumes 
and contains nearly 70.000 en- 
tries. In origin it Is one of what 
was conceived, after the com- 
pletion of the first edition of the 
Oxford English Dictionary, as a 
scries of supplementary dictio- 
naries treating regional or his- 
torical varieties of English in 


more detail that the main dic- 
tionary could permit. It is not 
only the first completed, but by 
far the largest of the regional 
dictionaries, exceeded in scale 
only by the Middle English Dic- 
tionary and its Scottish com- 
panion the Dictionary of the 
Older Scottish Tongue. It is no 
denigration of the many re- 
searchers who have contributed 
over decades to this monu- 
mental work to claim that it is 
above all the achievement of 
one man: David D. Murison, its 
editor from 1946 till its com- 
pletion m 1976. 

Murison's education, at Ab- 
erdeen and Cambridge, was in 
the fields of Classics and of 
Celtic and Old English philol- 
ogy. This, combined with a na- 
tive speaker's knowledge of the 
north-eastern dialect, which is 
still one of the richest and best 
preserved of Scots dialects, 
equipped him supremely well os 
a Scots lexicographer and his 
linguistic erudition illuminates 
all his work. From his first aca- 
demic post, that of assistant to 


the Professor of Greek at Ab- 
erdeen University, he trans- 
ferred in 1946 to deputy 
editorship of the Scottish Na- 
tional Dictionary ; and shortly af- 
terwards succeeded to the 
tutorship on fee death of Will- 
iam Grant, who had guided the 
project through the prelbni- 
naiy research and publication of 
Uk letters A to C. 

in view of the small scale of 
the dictionary’s research team, 
an d the chronic and sometimes 
critical financial stringency un- 
der which they operated. Mun- 
son’s achievement in leading the 
project through 30 years of un- 
tiring effort can only be de- 
scribed as heroic. The SND 
itself became a grander woric 
under his direction: physically 
the first two volumes are much 
thinner than the last eight, and 
the supplement with which the 
dictionary ends is a compre- 
hensive rewriting for the earli- 
er letters. Entries in the SND 
include detailed definitions with 
carefully chosen illustrative 
quotations for each sense of a 


word, etymological informa- 
tion and notes on pronuncia- 
tion. grammar and usage; and 
every entry was personally 
overseen by Murison. 

A native of Fraserburgh, 
Murison returned to make his 
home thereon his re ti reme nt in 
1979. A ccompanying him on a 
walk through that pleasant but 

- at first right - not especially 
distinguished fishing port was a 
memorable experience: Muri- 
son could illuminate every 
street, almost every building, 
with an interesting story from 
its past. Neither retirement nor 

- latterly - declining health 
impaired his enthusiasm for 
Scotland and its language: ar- 
ticles and monographs on many 
aspects of the Scots tongue. 
Scottish literature and Scot- 
tish folk culture, and on the his- 
tory of Fraserburgh, continued 
to appear under his name. 

TTie last section of the Scor- 
tish National Dictionary is a 
supplement of addenda and 
oorrigenda, introduced by Mun- 
son with a brief note stating that 


When asked if football was a 
matter of life and death for him. 
Bill Shankly famously growled 
-It's much more important than 
that." Kenny Graham felt the 
same way ataui jazz music and 
he seems, at the rime of the 
lonely death he chose Tor him- 
self, io judge from the compact 
discs found with him, to have 
been listening to it to the end. 

He was a man of uncompro- 
mised integrity in both his mu- 
sical and personal life and hated 
insincerity and crassness. In 
1954 when the singer Billie 
Holiday visited Britain she sang 
informally to a handful of peo- 
ple at the Downbeat Club. 
While she was singing someone 
less sensitive than most of the 
audience decided to use the pay- 
phone hy the bandstand. Gra- 
ham had to be physically 
restrained from assaulting him. 

Fired throughout his life by 
the music of Duke Ellington, 
Graham became the most orig- 
inal and effective of British 
composers, and in i960 was paid 
a unique tribute when he was 
commissioned to write a col- 
lection of compositions for the 
musicians from Ellington's 
band. These were then record- 
ed by the saxophonists Harry 
Carney and Paul Gonsalves, the 
trumpeter Ray Nance and 
Duke's drummer Sam Woodyard 
amongst others. Graham also 
wrote outstanding compositions 
for the Ted Heath Orchestra 
and Humphrey Lyttelton. 

The writer and musician 
Steve Race wrote of Graham in 
1953: "Kenny is the nearest 
thing we have to a real com- 
poser ... in embryo perhaps a 
great one. If only he, too. will 
remember that fact he may 
well make an international 
mark on jazz before very long." 

In an unlikely beginning Gra- 
ham was taught from the age of 


Kenny Graham 



Graham: the nearest thing we have to a teat composer* 


six by his lather, a keen amateur, 
to play the banjo. “I could read 
music before I could read let- 
ters," he said. Soon switching to 
the C Melody sax, his father's 
second instrument, and then the 
alto, he bad settled on the 
tenor by the time he became a 
professional musician in 1940. 
Drawn early to jazz, he never- 
theless worked mainly as a 
dance-band musician for his first 
decade. Volunteering for the 
Army in 1942, Graham hoped 
to be enrolled in a service band, 
but the Army had other ideas. 
So did Graham. He dyed his 
Homing red hair black and went 
absent without leave, assuming 
the name of "Tax Kershaw'' and 
working for the trumpeter 
Johnny Claes's Clacpigeons. 
Cornered eventually, he was 


eventually demobbed after four 
miserable years. 

The ‘‘name" bands Graham 
worked in included those of Nat 
Temple, Nat Gondla, Ambrose, 
Leslie “Jiver" Hutchinson, Eric 
Winstone and jack Parnell. He 
also worked for small jazz 
groups like the Harry Klein 
Quintet, Victor Feldman's Sex- 
tet and the Feldman Cub band 
before forming his own band, 
Kenny Graham's Afro-Cubists, 
in April 195Z An edectic leader 
years ahead of bis time, Graham 
chose to mix elements of what 
would today he known as World 
Music with the Bebop style 
into which his band naturally 
gravitated. Through acquain- 
tances he made in the West In- 
dian community in London in 
the Forties. Graham met visit- 




a full revision of the dfctionaiy 
“must be left to another gen- 
eration of Scottish phDok^sts, 
if such there should be”. His 
doubts have proved unfounded. 
Scots linguistic study is now a 
. well-established, academic dis- 
cipline and Murison's influ- 
ence in this is immeasorable. 
The sheer scale, as well as the 
quality, of his published output 
makes h one of the foundations 
cm which aD subsequent work in 
Soots philology must rest Al- 
most equally important, the in- 
spirational quality of the man 
himself - genial, humorous, 
fascinatingly erudite, unfaB- 
ingly kind and patient- gpse en- 
couragement to many students 
and younger colleagues. And it 
is certain that the now growing 
interest in the Scots lang u a ge io 
primary and secondary, as 
well as tertiary, education, of 
which Marison would have 
wholeheartedly approved, is at 
least in part a result of the aca- 
demic respectability of the lan- 
guage which he contributed 
enormously to re-establishing. 


Photograph: Jazz Journal 

mg African percussionists who 
toured Britain with dance 
troupes, and he blended then- 
rhythms with those of his 
Caribbean friends to shape the 
music of his new band. In the 
band he had a new and inven- 
tive trumpeter, Jo Hunter, and 
a dazzlingiy fast drummer, 
Dickie Devere. 

Contemporary listeners were 
agreed that the band was one 
of the most artistically success- 
ful of all British groups but de- 
spite concerts, broadcasts and 
recording dates it was a finan- 
cial disaster and after two years 
Graham broke it up. He occa- 
sionally re-formed the band 
and kept the exotic rhythms in 
his playing, but, freed of the 
millstone of band-leading, he 
was able to concentrate on his 



Andrei Sinyavsky 


Mahon; heroic -• Phomeaph: 
Ab er deen Press and Journal 

Murison was the most self- 
effacing of men: he refused all 
academic honours, his Fest- 
schrift was presented to him in- 
formally at his home, even his 
funeral was quiet and private. 
Bmhs legacy to Scotland is one 
which few men of our time can 
match. 

J, Derrick McClure 

David Donald Murison, lexicog- 
rapher: bom Fraserburgh. 

Aberdeenshire 28 April 1913; 
Editor, Scottish National Dic- 
tionary 1946-76; married ; died 
Fraserburgh 17 February 1997. 


writing. Some of the works he 
wrote for the Ted Heath Or- 
chestra had Ellingtonian pro- 
portions and his Beaulieu 
Festival Suite, recorded in 1959, 
was a masterpiece. Ellington 
himself would have been proud 
to have created “The Abbey* 1 , an 
atmospheric piece of writing 
unmatched by a British com- 
poser until Michael Gibbs came 
along a couple of decades later. 

Graham became. 31 in 1958 
and gave up regular saxophone 
playing, But happily be then 
formed an unlikely alliance 
with the trumpeter Humphrey 
Lyttelton, who had graduated 
from being a traditional jazz 
player into leading his finest 
ever band, an octet which in- 
cluded some of the most gifted 
modem players of the day. The 
friendship between the two 
men lasted until Graham’s 
death, and some of his finest 
work, written for Lyttelton, de- 
serves an essay on its own. At 
a time when it seemed that Aits 
Council grants were being 
handed out like dolly mixtures, 
Lyttelton tried without success 
to arrange one for Graham, who 
would no doubt have used it to 
create immortal music. 

“One Day I Met an African” 
was his best-known contribution 
to the band. Lt was another at- 
mospheric piece which, again, 
Ellington would have been 
proud to have written. Lyttelton 
first recorded it in 1959, but it 
had a life of its own. First aban- 
doned when the octet broke up, 
it became in demand on a BBC 
World Service . request pro- 
gramme in 1980, ana Lyttelton 
was compelled to record an- 
other version which Graham re- 
arranged for his current band. 
It was m 1980 that Graham con- 
tributed two more of his most 
potent works to the band, 
deeply felt ballads written for 


specific musicians, “Adagio For 
David” for John Barnes, and 
“Ladyless and Lachrymose” 
for Roy Williams. 

Graham composed musk for 
film and later experimented 
with electronic keyboards. His 
most inspired work included an 
orchestral suite. The Labours of 
Heracles, commissioned by the 
BBC and given one perfor- 
mance on radio before disap- 
pearing for ever. 

Graham had many gifts, and 
was an expert in electronics, 
working at one tim?. maintain- 
ing ticket machines on the Lon- 
don Underground. He was also 
a skilled amateur watch- and 
dock-maker. 

I met Kenny Graham once, 
in 1979, through my friendship 
with Lyttelton. Thereafter we 
kept in regular touch by letter 
and by phone. By now he was 
working as caretaker in a block 
of fiats in Putney and had be- 
come reclusive. He had to a 


and wrote music only rarely and 
then only at Lyttelton's insti- 
gation. 1 wonder how many 
postmen have lost their inno- 
cence while delivering to my 
home the postcards which. Gra- 
ham constructed. When he col- 
lected the. newspaper and_ 
magazines abandoned from the- 
apartments in his charge,- he 
went through them,' selected 
appropriate pictures and then 
assembled them on postcards 
and captioned them. He had 
perhaps the most outrageous 
sense of humour I have ever 
encountered. 

Steve Voce 

Kenneth Thomas Skmgfe (Kenny 
Graham), saxophonist, keyboard 


iffier Alexander Sobhembys. 
AitffcmSinywsfywus thecae 
famous Soviet dhaade rg . His 
1966 trial id Moscow for -with 
Tfcffi Dared -pubBshmg abroad 
“anti-Soviet” satirical stories 
became sensational. He was 
sentenced to seven years’ bard 
labour, the occasion malted the 
beginning of the modem dissi- 
dent movement in the Soviet 
Union. 

He was born in 1925 in 
Moscow, son of a pany official 
who -was arrested in Stalin's 
purge in 1951. He served as a 
soldier .in. the Second World 
%r, survived, and graduated 
from Moscow. University in 
; 1949. a year marked by a new 
wave of arrests, and stria cen- 
sorship in arts and literature. 
For a while he worked at his 
own university until he moved 
to the Gorky Institute of World 
Literature, an arm of the 
Soviet literaiy establishment. 

It was from this dark back- 
ground that he started writing 

- in tune with the official line 

- articles and essays on Akhma- 
tova, Babel, Gorky and Paster- 
nak. Three years after Stalin’s 

. death in 1953, during Khrush- 
’ drey's so-called “thaw”, when 
there was a hope for Kberafea- 
tion, his artide “What is the So- 
cialist Realism?” appeared: 
written in defiance of censor- 
ship, it created a sensation in 
Moscow literaiy circles and 
with the reading public This en- 
couraged Sinyavsky and his 
friend Wi Daniel (three weeks 
his junior) both to write books 
. and stonSQrieswhich they sent 
to France through a woman who 
worked at the ranch Embassy 
in Moscow. 

From 1959 on, even before 
Solzhenitsyn appeared in print, 
.for a few years both the Russ- 
ian and ^ftfestem literary worlds 
were mystified by die sharply 
satirical, anti-St aJ mist Fa nuts - 
tichesfdi Mir Abrama Tens a 
(“The Fantastic World of 
Abram Tfertz”), followed by 
Sud Idet (“The Trial is On”), 
where he described Stalinist 
methods of persecuting people, 
according to the saying of Lenin 
that the aim justifies the means; 
and Liubimov. The books ap- 
peared under the pseudonyms 
Abram Tfertz (Andrei Siny- 
avsky) and Nikolai Arzhak (Yuli 
Daniel). Eventually the KGB in 
Paris, who dug deep, and every- 
where had their own people, 
discovered who the authors 
were. 

Exposed, they were arrested 


cm 8 September 196? and *** 
after put on trial- U.ffeialh 
they were declared “ir-wore 
who had sold ibdiiwKn tnr 
doQm w the Wea. But 

fewary carries knew CSKV 


player, composer, 
bomLondonl9Ji 


ban London 19 July 1924; mar- 
ried(ttvo sons, one daughter); died 
London 17 February 1997. 



Sbiyavsky: 'anti-Soviet' 
Photograph: J. HafflotfCamara Press 


Jewish pseudonym whw Dame*, 
who was Jewish, took a Russian 
pscudtmvm, and this " 
“agents of jmemrui.wal 7j»m- 
ism”, as thev were called- chal- 
lenged the whole SovicLwslcm. 

The trial attracted world at 
tention. U recalled the W3fK 
show trials. The speeches ofev 
tabBshmcni writers on the pa*- 
ecutioo's side were htAufcist 
through loudspeakers on the 
streets of Moscow, but never 
those from the defence. The 
kmcly voices of Lydia Chuk- 
ov&kava. Alexander Ginzburg 
(who published Belaya Knicp in 
samizdat), ami Konstantin 
Pa us to vs ky drowned in the 
choir of attacks in the Sos ici 
press. The weekly Lilcmhtr- 
nova Gaset a - which led those 
loyal to the Soviet gm ernmem. 
printed Mikhail Sholokhov (and 
the like) who demanded noth- 
ing Jess than execution of the 
writers. Sinyavsky was sen- 
tenced to seven years' hard 
labour in a camp (and Daniel 
five) amidst protests from 
prominent literary figures, left- 
wing intellectuals and even 
from fellow Communists in the 
West. It was all well docu- 
mented by the world press. 

In the camp, in Potma. some 
500km from Moscow. Sinunsfcy 
conlinued to write. His corre- 
spondence with his wile 
published (m 1973 in London) 
m a book. Gobs iz khora (“A 
Voice from the Choir"), and lat- 
er appeared in the main coun- 
tries of the West. He was 
released on 8 June 1971. Two 
years later together with his wife. 
Maria Rozanova, and his son, he 
received permission to leave 
the Soviet Union for France. 
There he was appointed to a 
professorship at the Soibonne. 

But in exile his celebrity sta- 
tus qtriddy lost its lustre His twi ■ 
major books. Pro^tlkt \ Pusi:- 
kmym ("Walking with Pushkin". 
1975) and V'Teni Gogona (“In 
the Shadow of Gogol". 1976). 
were controversial and even 
received a hostile reception 
from Russians living abroad. 

Feeling the lack of outlets for 
his views, in the late 1970s 
Sinyavsky, with his wife (always 
the driving force behind him), 
founded and published, from his 
own small publishing firm, a lit- 
erary magazine. Sintaksis. in 
which he published articles by 
himself and his fellow writers. 
He returned to Moscow under 
Gorbachev's perestroika in 
1988, when his friend Yuli 
Daniel died. 

Sinyavsky lived in a suburb of 
ftris from which he always man- 
aged to remain in the centre of 
Russian dissident literary life. 

Jeanne Vronskaya 

Andrei Donatovich Sinyavsky. 
writer bom Moscow S October 
1925; married Maria Rozanova 
(one son); died Paris 25 
February 1997. 


Sir Joshua Rowley Bt 



Rowley: old-fashioned 

Photograph: East Anglian Daily Times 


Joshua Rowley s life in Suffolk 
led inevitably to his selection as 
Lord- Lieutenant, a position he 
skilfully held from 1978 to 1994. 
His career, after education at 
Eton and Trinity, Cambridge, 
followed a pre-determined pat- 
tern of service to his county. 

Before that, however, the 
Second World War intervened. 
After serving with the Grenadier 
Guards in North Africa and 
Italy, he was captured, and re- 
mained a prisoner until the war 
ended. On his return Io England 
he was appointed Adjutant of the 
training battalion at Windsor, 
where he was remembered as a 
strict disciplinarian. 


In the early 1950s he did a 
spell with the National Trust as 
Deputy Secretary. This was at 
a time when the trust's crusad- 
ing but humane spirit bad not 
been victimised by bureacura- 
cy, there followed a 30-year as- 
sociation with the trust, as 
vice-chairman of its East An- 
glian Regional Committee, a 
stalwart upholder of its stan- 
dards. In 1962, oq the death 
of his father, * Colonel Sir 
Charles Rowley, he succeeded 
as seven th baronet. 

His zeal for preservation and 
his knowledge of and love of 
Suffolk led to the ladder of lo- 
cal government In 1971 he 


was elected chairman of the 
West Suffolk County Council; 
the vice-chairmanship and, in 
1976. the chairmanship fol- 
lowed of the newly formed Suf- 
folk County Council. Rowley 
was responsible for the massive 
task of remodelling as one en- 
tity the two existing Education 
Departments of East and West 
Suffolk - by far the largest 
department of the council. 

On his resignation in 1978. 
when he was appointed Lord- 
Lieutenant his life became 
wholly devoted to his beloved 
county. This was but an exten- 
sion of his responsibilities in 
his village, Stoke-by-Nayland, 


which he had guided with a pa- 
trician sense of duty, and a con- 
cern, shared with Ins wife Celia, 
for the welfare of all who lived 
in it 

Joshua Rowley’s interests 
might be described as those of 
an old-fashioned country 


in his appearance between the 
portrait which hangs in his 
house of him as a rubicund 
chil d, a gun under his arm, and 
the well-built man he grew into. 
If the land and the people 
came first, dogs were oot far be- 
hind. Perhaps his favourite pas- 
times were field trials and 
shooting. His knowledge and 


understanding of the country- 
side, of its open spaces, its 
wildlife and its buBdmgs was ex-“ 
tensve. There were few preser- 
vation, or indeed local societies 
of which he was not president. 

“Old-fashioned” is perhaps a 
dangerous epithet, but insofar 
as it suggests the maintenance 
of high standards, without short 
cuts, it is apt enough. In kitchen 
and cellar, as well as in the care- 
fid, rehearsed organisation of 
royal visits, only a Grenadier’s 
orderly room procedure was 
countenanced. 


ciples and nnshakeable faith, he 
was concerned first for his own 


beautiful church in Stoke -by - 
Nayiand, of which he was pa- 
tron; but all Suffolk churches 
were to become his beneficia- 
ries. He was' an early support- 
er of the Historic Churches. 
Preservation Trust. He also 
played a major role in the re- 
constitution of St James's 
Church in Bury St Edmunds as 
the new St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral. 

A succession of Alnesses dur- 
ing the last year of Rowley’s life 
left him in too weak a state to 
combat the brutal infliction of 
a stroke. As be once observed 
in reply to an enquiry after his 
health, “Bade to the place 


where we ail spend so much ol 
our time: square one.” 

St John Gore 

Joshua Francis Rowley, local 
politician and public servant : 
bom 31 December 1920; Deputy- 
Secretary, National Trust 1952- 
55; succeeded 1962 as se\ enth 
Bt; chairman. West Suffolk 
County Council 1971-74; \ ice- 
duurman . Suffolk County Coun- 
cil 1974-76, chairman 1976-78; 
Wee Lord-Lieutenant of Suf- 
folk. 1973-78, Lord-Lieutenant 
1978-94; married 1959 The Hon 
Celia Monckton (one daugh- 
ter); died Hadlcigh, Suffolk 21 
February 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

BIRCH: Michael Sod. Knident Tea 
Master of line London Branch of the 
Umscnkf friundaiinn. died on ii 
Rhnjjir. 1497. used fcO wan. Mcqm- 
riaJ on Thursday' JJ March 1997 at St 
James's Church. 197 Piccadilly. Lon- 
don Wl. or lliim- 

COLES: 8.R. Suddenly, on 34 Febm- 
aiy. Brian Rnnddl CVWe* FRS. Pro- 
lea- v feineiilus of Physic, al Imperial 
College ond nriirvd Clmimian of 
Taylor St Fraud 1 .. Denr husband of 
Mi-roan and father of Maiihcu and 
Jonathan. Funeral/memorial service. 
UUpm. Thursday (j March. Si Jude's. 
Courtlicld Gardens. London 5W5 
(after private ere ma lion). 
MAJDMENT: Felicity nee Lcitch. wid- 
ow of Kenneth, wry much-lowd 
mother ol Neil. Felicity . Pern- Lou. 
Julici Anne, cherished pranomoihet 
and jreai-grandnioiher. died peace- I 
fully at hoaie in Oxford. -4 February 1 
1997. FuneraL Oxford Camiiorium. 
Sundav 9 M:irch ;il 12 noon. Dona- 
lions If Jested. Io the Suoke As w- 
ci.nion, eii R.V. Malli-u Funeral 
Direeiors. 124 Liinc Walk. Oxford 
OX* 7AJ- telephone 111 865 744510. 

An no on cements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS may be 
Icfcphnwd lo 0171-29.4 2012 or PjXuJ 
to 0171-293 2010, and arc charged al 
£6.50 a line (VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Mr Frank AlJaun. journalist and 
former MP, 84; Mr Paddy Ashdown 
MP. leader. Liberal Democrats, 56; 
Sir Mkhaei Butler, former diplomat, 
and chairman. Pathway Group, 70: 
Mr Tom Chadbon, amor, 51; Mr Pe- 
urr De Vriw. novelist, 87: Sir Peter 
Emery MP, 71: Viscount Head, for- 
mer racehorse trainer, 60; Mr Alan 
Jinkinson, former general secretary. 
Unison, 62; Mr Mcrvyn Jones, au- 
thor. 75: Sir Hugh Leggan, line art 
dealer. 72; Mr Edward Lurie -Smith, 
poet and an critic. 64; Mr Ian Mc- 
Gany. general secretary, British Ac- 
tors' Equity Association. 56; 
Professor Sir Donald Mackay. chair- 
man. Scottish Enterprise, bO; Mr De- 
al f ivy Maitland Smith, chairman. 
Hnmmerson pic 64: Mr Ralph Nad- 
er. author and consumer activist, 63; 
Rabbi Julia Ncuberger, 47; Mr 
Graeme Pollock, cricketer. 53; Mr Al- 
berto Remedies, operatic tenor, 62; 
Mr Gene Sarazen, golfer, 95: Pro- 
fessor Roger Sou ion, writer and 
philosopher. 53; Mr Mngnus Mac- 
Donald ShcarcT. former Lord- 
Lieutenant of Shetland, 73; Dame 
Antoinette Sbfcy, prima ballerina, 5S; 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

la. .4 ltKTnnia>i>OlicS2iiMUt Minium Museum. 

Ij’.p^mSUn.TlirQami Matter -rJ-ilv. v - ri — 1 
IkaW.rk.T’.uhlK Hfilnh Bud 0«* >»nnn. Lorn 
■InSMl man Uaini. Putno. London Muu »1 Ft*- 
n^-iviu U* fettk UlBbteiffl u hi Cafp , 

L'n n . Stoier Wit » hum Uwmh 1 1 naol pi - 
m |w lh! Lundt-a VUssbh ibe recJcKMi! 

Wr—dcMc linne Hranc. O Hi Ink hi. Sum. tW 
IWn J*»wt -i-n Until i ila Cumum m. 

JjB Wl: rainm. Natural M-iMru pi Clin id 

.Villa: tocan-wnO* Col/tm' Wnrr Bom it>- 


Sir John StcehcL, Director, National 
institute for Medical Research, 56; 
Sir Andrew Sloan, former Chief 
Constable of Snaihcfyde, 66: Mr Ken- 
zo Takada, fashion designer. 58; 
Miss Elizabeth TSylor, actress, 65; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Sandy Wikon, for- 
mer Air Member for Personnel and 
Air Aide-de-Camp io the Queen, 56; 
Miss Joanne Woodward, actress, 66; | 
Lord Young of Grafibam, chair- 
man. Young Associates, 65. • i 

Anniversaries 

Births; Henry Vtodswonh Longfel- 
low, poet, 1807; Dame Ellen Alicia 
Terry, actress. 1847; Enrico Caruso, 
operatic tenor. 1873; John Erast 
Steinbeck, writer. 1901 Deaths: Ivan 
Petrovich Pavlov, physiologist. 1936; 
Lillian Gish, actress. 1993. On ibis 
day: the Labour Party was founded. 
1900; the Gulf War ended, ^Lib- 
day is the Feast Day of Si Alnoth, St 
Anne Line. St Baldomerius or 
Galmier, St Gabriel Possenti, St 
Hercfnth of Louth, St John of Goize. 
Sahas Julian, Crooion, Beos and Eu- 
nus, St Leander of Seville and St 
Thalelarus the HcnniL 


li* i“ *Wi mncrai^ Md ac* enarto n K 

LojpBk. I IS. LuatmECTJ: naJ bI luMtairCvtaHli 
Uwua«i- of Lunta Oilkcn ouk Gxpt. 

Uk wu'i sumolduna ,t Ynimy Ham. LarnMi 
WTJ IkOKfetBarCtanArimBihelcwbCm . 
line Lady Saili Cubes Hume. LiBJm Nil Ik* 
Me U Kart 3HED& I (naceit bf Ibc taKnaond 

Moot ScnteV Pnau Cnc.il Ibc Quera Efcabclh 

I (alL Lrtndon S£l 

Changing of the Guard 

Tbc HuOiehU Ctwij Wjuacd Rcanm ano U 

ibc Oonai'i Lilc GuarJ u Bonr Cwnk, I Ion. 


Housing authority to decide tenant's ability to pay rent 


Regina v Brent London Borough 
Council, a parte Barnwa; Court 
of Appeal (Lord Justice Him, 

Lord Justice AJdous, Lord Justice 
Sduemann) 12 Febfliary 1997 

A local bousing authority had 
a very substantial “margin of 
appreciation” in deciding 
whether a person, who had 
been evicted from their home 
for Doo-payment of rent, had 
become homeless intentional- 
ly or whether the failure to pay 
rent was genuinely attribut- 
able to inadequacy of resources 
to cover the necessities of life. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by the London 
Borough of Brent and reversed 
a decision of Roger Henderson 
QG sitting as a deputy 
High Court judge, quashing 
Brent’s decision, communicat- 
ed in a letter of 24 January 
1994, that the applicant was 
intentionally homeless. 

The applicant, Ms Baruwa, 
became homeless after receiv- 
ing a notice to quit rented 
premises for non-payment of 
I rent She claimed that she 
could not afford to pay. The 


council's homeless panel con- 
cluded thatshe could, but that 
she had spent what resources 
she had on less essential out- 
goings, such as paying tuition 
fees for a university course, 
maintaining a cox and paying 
child-minding and nursery fees 
for her children. 

Usa Giirmneti fftatf Barba; Brent 
LBQfordtccountib Terence GaHvan 
(Alexander A Pan vrs) forthcappScant. 

Lord Justice Schiemaun said 
the various duties a housing au- 
thority owed to a homeless 
person under Fart III of the 
Housing Act 1985 (ndw re- 
placed^ Part VII of the Hous- 
ing Act 1996) were significantly 
less if the applicant had become 
homeless intentionally. Under 
section 60(1) of the Housing 
Act 1985, 

A person becomes homeless intoi- 
Donalfyifbcddilxrraid^ 
to do anything in consequence of 
which he ceases to occupy accom- 
modation which is available for his 
occupation and which it would hare 


LAW REPORT 



27 February 1997 

been reasonable for him to contin- 
ue ro occupy. 

On a strict reading of the 
statute, a person who deliber- 
ately refrained from paying his 
rent in circumstances where he 
used the only assets at his dis- 
posal for buying necessary food 

for himself and his family 
would be regarded as inten- 
tionally homeless. There was 
ample authority for the propo- 
sition that this was not so. Ini? 
v HiEmgdon LBC, ex p Turn. 
(1988) 20HLR 305, Kennedy 
J said: 

As a matter of common seme ... it 
cannot be reasonable for a perctm 
to continue to occupy accommoda- 
tion when they can no longer... jray 
the rent and make the mortgage 
repayments, without so steaming 
their resources as to deprive them- 
selves of the ordinary necessities of 
life such as food, dotting, heal; 
transport and so forth. 

InRv Wandsworth LBC, ex 
p Hawthorne (1994) 27 HLR 59 
at 62, the Court of Appeal 
made clear that before coming 


to a cOQciusibn as to whether 
it was satisfied an applicant be- 
came homeless intentionally, an 
authority was trader a duty to 
consider the question whether 
the failure to pay rent was 
deliberate and 

whether it was caused by the 
inadequacy of [the applicant's] to- 
sources lo cover both rent and die 
m a hu cpa ji c g of ber children. 

in this case it was perfectly 
dear the council askedjtsdf the 
right question and set about as- 
sembling material to enable it 
to be satisfied whether the fail- 
ure to pay rent was attributable 
to the inadequacy of resources 
lo cover the necessities of life. 
However, the judge upheld the 
applicant's complaints that the 
council's inquiries were not 
detailed enough, and that it 
jumped to conclusions from the 
material it had which were not 
justified. 

It was important to note, 
first, that wbat were the ne- 
cessities of life might vary from 


family to family: to take an ob- 
Yious example, a family of blind 
people would have greater 
needs than a similar family of 
sighted people. 

Second, what were for anv 
particular family to be regarded 
as necessities of life was a mat- 
ter which permitted a very sub- 
Stantial margin of appreciation 

Third, it was the authorin', 
not the conn, which was 
charged with making that ap- 
preciation. The court would 
only quash on normal judicial 
review grounds. 

In the present case, the coun- 
cil was entitled to be satisfied 
on the material before it that af- 
ter allowing for necessities the 
applicant had money left over 
which she had chosen to spend 
on matters other than rent 
Paying £945 for a unmirsiiv 
course ooukf be regarded as not 
being a necessity; so could pay- 
ments of over £50 a week o n 
nursery education when the 
applicant was no longer work- 
ing. That was an unassailable 
decision in this jurisdiction. 


Vunl Magratfa, Barrister 
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W hat is the Ireasuiy for? We 
ask the question not in an 
grumpily anarchist or snecr- 
ingfy globalist tone - but because it is 
no longer as easy to answer as it used 
to be. Is it for setting macro-economic 

policy? Partly, of course; but we are all 
monetarists now and the pursuit of 
price stability for Britain probably 
requires the removal of interest-rate 
decisions from political hands - EMU 
or no EMU- -The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Kenneth Clarice, has maA* 
a tentative move by giving us a sort of 
cheery monetary vaudeville between 
himself and the Governor of the Kantr 
of England. -(How many fewer tickets 
would have sold if the front end of this 
panto horse had been called Robin or 
Montagu rather . than the matey 
“Eddie"?) This wa s supposed to tear 
away the mystery from the mating Q f 
monetary policy. In practice, it has 
demonstrated how a self-confident and 
so far lucky politician regularly wipes 
the floor with, a more cautious h ank er 
It has been highly entertaining, but it 
has hardly been a machine to ensure 
mon etaiy virtue. 

So what of new Labour? Isn’t *h« an 
open goal for the party to shoot into: 
all Gordon Brown, the shadow Chan- 
cellor, needed to do was to trust his 
instincts and make an immediate dec- 
laration of his commitment to the 
principle of central bank indepen- 
dence. That would have given bim J and 


Labour, an unassailab le right to claim 
the title of the party of financial hon- 
esty. It would also, almost certainty, 

have ensured lower interest rates in the 

earty years of any Blair government. 

Instead, however, when Brown spoke 
yesterday he merely hung around the 
penalty box. Ashe dribbled the bah, he 
seemed to be intoning St Augustine’s 
prayer - Lord make me virtuous, but 
not quite yet. He set out changes 
which would, he said, make Bank of 
England deliberations more profes- 
sional and better informed. WeH, yes, 
they might; and they might legitimate 
the Bank in the eyes of a Labour Party 
some of whose members retain the 
bitter folk memories of the Unities 
legacy of Philip Snowden. Reform by 
stages -if this is what is on offer -may 
make good political sense, however 
impatient the City feds. 

But yesterday’s speech could also be 
read as an exercise in procrastination 
by a party which has a lot more strate- 
gic thinking to do about the central 
institutions of modem British govern- 
ment Labour’s tragedy could be its dis- 
covery, on taking office, that the daily 
pressure of events means it has no more 
time for fresh thought. 

Take Mr Brown’s exciting proposal 
to subject the national accounts to an 
independent audit after the election. 
That budget projections of taxing and 
spending give all sorts of room for 
jiggery-pokery is hardly news? Kenneth 
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Oarke has availed himself g e n erously 
of the opportunity, and he is hardly the 
first Chancellor to exercise h is imagi- 
nation in this way. Around the Private 
Finance Initiative has been built a ver- 
itable superstructure of obfuscation to 
conceal the way short-term savings on 
the capital account are being pur- 
chased at the expense of revenue 
expenditure in a decade’s time. The 
Iteasuxy’s potential for muddying the 
wateis is approaching a maximum as it 
moves towards “resource accounting". 

Labour will have fun pulling out all 
soils of dirty washing if it gets to open 
the bottom drawers in Great George 


Street. But Mr Brown said tittle or 
nothing yesterday about where his 
Treasury would fit in the architecture 
of new Labour's state. Why not go the 
whole hog and, having given the Bank 
of England an inflation target, re-engi- 
neer the Treasury, perhaps recasting it 
as two separate entities, one responsi- 
ble for delivering the spending, bor- 
rowing and taxing implied by the 
Budget, the other (necessarily small 
and expert) advising on macro- 
economic policy? In time, frill inde- 
pendence ror the Bank would follow. 

That would be a clearer and more 
effective Treasury. Given that 


Mr Brown is, if anything, even keener 
on British membership of the single 
European currency, it would help his 
bigger ambitions. The problem, of 
course, is (hat such clarity and slim- 
ming-down would undermine the 
Treasury's micro-economic pretensions, 
all those “real world" economic 
changes the shadow Chancellor was on 
about yesterday. 

Read literally, Mr Brown’s claims for 
the Treasury’s competence amount to 
political megalomania. In his idea of 
Whitehall the Treasury remains utterly 
and everywhere dominant. Top-heavy, 
omniscient, it bears down on depart- 
ments (including Mr Prescott's super- 
department) at every turn. What room, 
one wonders, is left for Number 10? 

Our short and uneasy answer is - not 
enough. Mr Brown is a hugely ener- 
getic. talented, ambitious politician, 
quite capable of using the Treasure as 
a son of auxiliary government, with a 
finger in every aspect of a reforming 
Labour administration. But - and he 
knows it, surety - that would be old 
Labourism, more of the era of George 
Brown than Gordon. In the late 
Nineties, the Treasury, particularly if it 
falls into Labour hands, needs to be 
very clear about its priorities and the 
limits of its reach. 

To return to our original question: in 
the future, it will be there, primarily, to 
control and oversee public spending, 
while other departments cany out the 


social reforms. Economic success today 
requires excellent education, a stable 
monetary climate and controlled, effec- 
tive public expenditure. Only one of 
these is properly the job of the Trea- 
sury. It is hardly surprising that the 
Treasury itself has a corporate bias 
against the fact. But a radical incom- 
ing Chancellor should have not the 
slightest doubt about it. 


Clever work 
in the ruck 

I t is not only rugby fans who should 
celebrate the BBC’s deal with the 
non-English rugby unions. Supporters 
will get to sec the games as they are 
played in Cardiff. Edinburgh and 
Dublin, including the games with Eng- 
land - England’s home games were 
bought last year by Sky. The arrange- 
ment is untidy but it offers a chance to 
compare the broadcasters' coverage. 
Mam’, and not just Scuts, believe that 
Bill McLaren is indispensable to cov er- 
age of England-Scotland matches; with- 
out him will Sky pass muster? For non- 
rugby fans, the deal secures a respite for 
the BBC These national events are vital 
for it to continue to claim to be the 
national broadcaster, and (o buck its case 
for keeping the licence fee buoyant. 
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Twins take 
terror out of 
clone debate 

Sin Andrew Marr is right to 
highlight the breakthrough 
achieved by the Roslin Institute as 
a momentous change in the human 
condition (“Galileo, Copernicus - 
and now Exrityr, 26 February), and 

I share his belief that we will learn 
to “five with our own growing skQT. 

One reason for sharing that 
belief, without downplaying the 
magnitude of the change, is that we 
have experience of living with 
genetically identical human beings 
-at least since we stopped killing 
twins at birth. 

Identical twins are just that- 
identical - at the genetic level, yet 
foe all the extraontinaiy similarities 
of experience, attitudes and . .wjfc 
behaviour that are documented by 
my fellow psychologists, each twin 
develops into a unique individual. 
Conjoined twins, whether - 
separated or not, further 
dramatically underline the simple 
point that emerges from “twin 
studies”. 

Our experience, attitudes and, 
behaviour are strongly influenced 
by our genetic inheritance, but less 
and less is genetically determined, 
in the strict sense of ^ “determined", 
as we move towards what 
distinguishes us as human beings- 
I share a good deal of my own 


and were I an identical twin (or a 
done), I would share the whole of 
iL But it seems to me that identical 
twins (and for that matter, in 
app ro priate measure, siblii 
give the tie to the “exposed 
waiting to be developed” image of 
die aociobiologists in the sheer 
variety of choices and life- 
commitmenls displayed in their 
lives. 

BREJTO AN CALLAGHAN SI 
Principal, I~ 

University t 
London W8 

Sin The production ofDoIly, the 
denied sheep, is sad evidence of a 
pre vailing attitude that animals are 
commodities which can be 
manipulated and mutated to suit 
ourneeds. 

We don’t know how many other 
sheep embryos did not develop 
normally, nor do we know if other 
cloned Iambs died at birth, in the 
course of producing Dolly. And we 
mil h?ve 'to wait many years before 
we understand how further 
generations of cloned sheep wili 
develop; playing with DNA is at 
best dangerous, and at worst, could 
be disastrous. 

It is not even dear what the 
purpose of producing such clones 

is. whilst we have seen much 

speculation, about their potential 
for researching disease, we have no 
evidence that aiw real benefit wiD 
come from this- Nor will we know 
whether any results from research 
onthese animals wiD bridge species 
differences, unto humans are used 
as guinea pigs. _ 

Science could be far superior if 
we invested timUedfrinds in 
*»Tpferimentmg with human tissue 
cultures in the .test tube, for 
example, rather than being . 
sidetracked into playing God with 
animals. 

MIKE BAKER • 

Director, British Union for the 
Abaddon of Vivisection 
London N7 

Sin The eadtement over Dolly ^ 1 
(“The spectre of a human done", 

26 February) may have obscured 
the real suznificance of her 



of a technological future that is 
oily uncertain. - 
Concerned sdentists who first 
warned of the perils of “the atomic 
bomb” did not needto predictin 
detail that then devices ofa few 


multi- 


replaced by mi 

>s delivered by 


would soon be 
megaton bombs 
intercontinental guided missiles. It 
was enough for them to know in 
general that the technologies . 
would inevitably advance, with 
potentially limitless effects. 

Similarty, Dolly is a symbol of 
the accelerating advance of 
biotechnology, now synergising 
with information technology (and 


creation. Joseph Rotblat’s warning 
reminds us that she is a harbinger 


as 

yesterday’s implansibilities become 
today’s discoveries and tomorrow’s 
routine. 

The difference from the Bomb is 
that the problem of societal control 
is now far more complex. Atomic 
(and then nod ear) weapons, 
however menacing, were at least 
confined to warfare. But genetic 
engineering is everywhere, merging 
and blending with other 
technologies, and promising 
immediate benefits along with 
posable dangers. 

There is noweD-defined object 
to “ban”; rather we will need a . 
continuous process of monitoring, 

debate and dedsion, both national 
and international. , 

JULIE SHEPPARD 
The Genetics fonan 
London EC2 

Sin Professor Richard Dawkins 

(“What your genes reveal about 
yon", 24 February) is quite right to 
chide PoflyRtynbee for ■ 

u ndere stimating the influence of 
gffnea upon our physical health and 
intelligence. 


He is correct, too, in pointing out 
that en vir o nm ental factors may 
interact with genes to produce 
either enhanced effects or perhaps 
“double jeopardy". 

However, he implies that if 
insurance c omp anies are aware of 
the genetic characteristics of lives 
proposed for insurance, the 
inevitable result woald be a double 
loss. First an individual loses out 
because the genetic make-up is 
perverse; then, says Professor 
Dawkins, this is compounded by 
being refused insurance. 

There is another scenario which 
Professor Dawkins ignores. If 
people are shown to have 
deleterious genes, there can first be 
a consideration of any positive 
intervention to prevent future 
problems. Next, the option of 
private insurance (on a commercial 
basis) may still be possible. 

■ Finally - the element missed 
out by Professor Dawkins -is 
that our-soctety might strive to 
ensure that people with such 

S enetic problems are not ■ 
isadvantaged. If -the community 
was prepared to support people 
who could not do this themselves, 
whether by insurance or other 
TTig'nng, then the double jeopardy 
of having, for example, a gene . 
predisposing to early onset 
cancer, would not occur. Society, 
not just insurers, could take 
responsibility. * 

SANDY RAEBURN 
Professor of CUmeal Genetics, 
Nottingham University 
The writer is part-time, independejM 
genetics adviser to the Association of 
British Insurers. 


Lost memories of 
c hi ldhood abuse 

Sir: It is misleading to imply, as 
Lisa Appignauea seems to do 
(“Between the idea and the reality 
... frills the shadow”, 22 Febiuary), 
Lhai the case against recovering 
memories of childhood abuse is 
virtually proven. 

Those who recover memories 
are not all deluded by mad 


childhood memories 
regained in adulthood are not all 
connected with incest, but with 
physical and emotional abuse too. 

There is no dear boundary 
between adult survivors who have 
always remembered what 
happened to them, and those who 
recover memories in adulthood; it 
is far more common for some 
memories to be retained, and some 
to be repressed. Sometimes siblings 
will remember each other's abuse 
but not their own. 

The term “recovered memory” is 
itself misleading, as the process of 
regaining full awareness of past 
franmane ev en ts k an agon Bang 
one, quite unlike ordinary - 
reflection on past events; a better 
term might be “relived 
experience". 

Matty adult survivors regain their 
memories despite their own 
endeavours not to. Many survivors 
regain memories without having 
been near a therapist; others may 
be. having therapy, yet begin to 
recover memories outside a 
therapeutic setting- and they may 
even be reluctant to tell their 


therapist for fear of being thought 
bad or mad. 

Of course there are 
incompetent, over-zealous 
therapists, and vulnerable clients^ 

the i^atha/^^ecovered 
memories are implanted by 
therapists in the minds of their 
clients is an insult to the 
intelligence and integrity of both. 

There is no national organisation 
in Britain providing support and a 
strong collective voice for adult 
survivors, who we re almost 
invariably silenced -disbelieved, 
ridiculed, threatened, punished - in 
childhood. It would be helpful if 
reports on the issues that they face 
could avoid the tendency to echo 
these hostile responses. 

CANDIDA HUNT 
Oxford 

The author ywco-edtiarvrith Liz 
Mutiinar of ‘Breaking The Silence- 
Child Abuse Survivors Speak Out'. 

Sin Jerome Bume (“Recovery 

S o drome”, 14 February) stated 
at when the British Psychological 
Society polled its members on the 
topic of recovered memories “they 
found that 97 percent not only 
believed m recovered memories, 
but they also thought that claims of 
ritual Satanic abuse were real too. 
Thirty per cent believe that you 
can’t influence patients’ 
memories". 

To start with, the quotation 
exaggerates. For example, the 97 
percent includes those who believe 
recovered memories are something 
“essentially accurate". Secondly, 
Jerome Burae forgot to mention 
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that the Working Party agreed that 
false memories could be produced 
and that certain memory recovery 
procedures coukl be dangerous. 

To help our members avoid the 
possibility in their own therapeutic 
work, we put forward extensive 
guidelines. As far as I am aware, 
there has only been one complaint 
against a British Ptycbological 
Society psychologist for inducing 
false memories, and this 
psychologist was exonerated after 
an extensive investigation. 

We believe that any false 
accusation of an offence as revolting 
as child abuse should be taken 
seriously. One of the reasons we are 
pressing for statutory registration of 
the term “psychologist”, and for 
more control over tee training of 
therapists generally, is to minimise 
teerak to the public of therapists 
who may be instrumental in 
inducing false memories in their 
chants. 

Professor JOHN MORTON 

Chan; Recovered Memories Working 

Parry 

The British Psychological Society 
L eicester 


Wrong sausage 


regimes between France and the 
UK, when I was struck by an error: 
the words nuranr andstiuasson 

roundk is thesaurus? teats' 
moist, and requires further cooking 
(egsfludsse de Toulouse), and tbe 
saudsson that is dry. The latter is 
often to be found in French shops 
described as saudsson sec. 

COLIN BANNERMAN 
Andover, Hampshire 
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What Luther 
really said 

Sir: Ronald Odgcrs wrote (“Martin 
Luther the anti-Semite, letter 25 
February) that there was no written 
record of Martin Luther ever 
saying “Here 1 stand, I cannot do 
otherwise.” I quote from the book 
Luther, Man benwen God and the 
Devil lw Heiko A Oberman: 

The media of tec lime, the pamphk-Ls 
and “private" letters written for publi- 
cation, saw to it teat Luther's speech to 
the diet was circulated far and wide. In 
the Bishop’s Court in Worms sat the 
whole of Germany, not just tee emper- 
or and the imperial estates. In Tact, the 
nation heard even more than its rulers 
-namely the impressive final statement 
that can be found only in tee published 
version of Luthers confession: "Here I 
stand, I cannot do otherwise. God help 
me. Amen" iRekhstagsakten 1555, 

37, note 1). 

REG HEMS 

Cockfosters, Hntfordshuv 

Sir. Perhaps we should judge 
Luther by the standards of his own 
age rather than ours . Compared 
with tee muscular expression of tee 
views of some of his followers, 
Luther’s own writings seem a 
model of restraint. 

With his Lutheran background, 
Ronald Odgers may have come 
across tee text teat inspired the 
composer Michael Fractorius to 
pull out the stops - four choirs, 
strings, wind and brass. It begins: 

Erhalt uns HerT bci dcinem Wort 
und sear des Bahsis und Tirken Mord 
(Uphold us. Lord, in your word 
and Send murder to the Pope and the 
Huts). 

ANDREW VAN DER BEEK 
Lacock, 

Wiltshire 


Hospital record 

Sir: Your assumption teat Liberal 
Democrats are too high-minded to 
visit hospitals in Wirral South is. 
I'm sorty to disappoint you. false 
(leading article, 25 February). Both 
Faddy Ashdown and I have visited 
hospitals there in the last three 
weeks, pre-empting the Labour 
leader's visit on Monday. 

SIMON HUGHES MP 
(Southwark and Bermondsey, Uh 
Dem) 

Liberal Democrat Health 
Spokesman 
House of Commons 
London SWT 


Tory frightener 

Sin I was sickened to see tee latest 
Conservative Party billboard 
advertisement, depicting a lion 
shedding a tear of blood. My two- 
year-old son is confused and 
frightened by the image. Our 
government claims to have tee 
concerns of the family dose to its 
heart and yet thinks nothing of 
subjecting young children to 
disturbing advenising for political 
gain. 

PATRICIA WOODWARD 
London N5 


Melodic scale 

Sin David Lister’s excellent article 
“%s ever a man so unloved?" (20 
February) fails to address the one 
real reason why people dislike Lord 
Lloyd-Webber. His entire 
reputation rests on a handful of 
melodies. Compared to Schubert, 
whose bicentenary we celebrate 
this year, this one-tune-show 
composer isn’t on the same planeL 
GEORGE ABENDSTERN 
Rochdale, 

Lancashire 
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Never mind 
the dear 
blue water 

It is ‘dotty 1 to choose a policy just because it is 
different from your opponent’s. The Tories 
should act for the nation and not be driven off 
course, Douglas Hurd tells Donald Macintyre 

D ouglas Hurd is baf- course is reported back in their What about Boris Yehsin? 

fled. An outraged own papers". “Whereas Gorbachev moved 

Sir Yehudi Men- “Our influence in Europe by reason from one position to 
uhin is quoted in a would be much greater if we anoiher, Yeltsin doesn't appear 
newspaper diarv as spoke about France and to move by reason. He's in one 


D ouglas Hurd is baf- 
fled. An outraged 
Sir Yehudi Men- 
uhin is quoted in a 
newspaper diary as 
complaining bitterly that a 
“senior Tory", confidently iden- 
tified as Hurd, has been rudely 
referring to the “Germans as if 
they were presem-day ene- 
mies". This is supposed to have 
happened at a ritzy lunch at 
Menuhin's music school in 
Gsiaad. But il is a case of mis- 
taken identity. The former For- 
eign Secretary has sent a post- 
card to the young man - “I 
■presume he’s a young man" - 
who wrote the item. He laughs. 
“Good heavens, what would 1 
be doing in such a galire , a 
choice lunch with music teach- 
ers in Gsiaad?" 

.And it hadn't sounded quite 
right. Hurd is one of the few 
senior Tories inclined to under- 
stand foreigners a little more 
and condemn them a little less. 

He is angry about xenopho- 
bia in his own party. .And espe- 
cially about the lie that 
Germany is trying to do 
through the EU what it failed 
half a century ago to do by mil- 
itary means. Helmut Kohl's 
project, whether you agree with 
it or not. is the opposite: to 
make, as Kohl himself has fre- 
quently put it to Hurd. “Ger- 
many European and not 
Europe German-. 

Such “very disagreeable- 
nonsense. he says, “weakens" 
Britain: it means our ability to 
make legitimate criticisms of 
Germany “is reduced greatly by 
this kind of rubbish which of 


course is reported back in their 
own papers". 

“Our influence in Europe 
would be much greater if we 
spoke about France and 
Germany as they are. They’ve 
got problems. They are both 
larger economies than we are 
and they’re trying to do, albeit 
rather belatedly, the things we 
bad to do. And it's in our inter- 
est that they should succeed." 

Hurd hims elf has “never 
been a fan of the single cur- 
rency". But he defends to the 
hilt - against their strident 
Eurosceptic Tory critics - the 
right of businessmen such as 
Unilever's Niall Fitzgerald to 
call for British EMU member- 
ship. And in a speech to LSE 
students today he will launch 
another strike against the 
party's Europhobes by insisting 
on the paramount importance 
to Britain - inward investment 
included - of the single market. 

Hurd is busy. NatWest direc- 
tor. Chairman of the liberal 
Prison Reform Trust from 
November. Writer (he has just 
finished another novel). And 
maker of a BBC television 
series interviewing interna- 
tional figures. So who most 
interested him in his time as 
Foreign Secretary? 

“Mitterrand, Delors and 
Gorbachev were all outstand- 
ing people. People of sub- 
stance who bad thought and 
studied and acted. That's quite 
compatible with disagreeing 
with them. Mitterrand had a 
mixture of courage and guile, 
in which the guile sometimes 
predominated." 


.JBUUFER MAXINE EDWARD CAMERON JOHN 
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A New Film From The Director of “The Brothers McMullen" 
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NOW SHOWING AT CINEMAS 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY « 


‘France and 
Germany 
are doing, 
belatedly, 
what we 
had to do. 
It is in our 
interest 
V that they 
succeed’ 



What about Boris Yehsin? 
“Whereas Gorbachev moved 
by reason from one position to 
anoiher, Yeltsin doesn't appear 
to move by reason. He’s in one 
position and he bangs - liter- 
ally bangs - on the table. And 
then time passes and talk con- 
tinues ana suddenly he’s in 
another position - with equal 
emphasis, with no recognition 
that he’s shifted. He's swayed 
by political instincts which are 
very shrewd So he’s formida- 
ble in Russian terms but quite 
different." 

Which brings us back to 
KohL At one time Margaret 
Thatcher got on so badly with 
Kohl that she judged it better 
if it Hurd dealt with him 
directly. So he knows him well. 
Was Kohl's authority 
in Germany, belea- 
guered by rising unem- 
ployment and doubts 
about die single currency, now 
on the brink of terminal 
decline? “I do feel he’s been at 
this stage before - when he's 
been written off. He’s a man of 
great resilience. One of the 
demeaning things about the 
British debate is the caricatur- 
ing and sending up of Helmut 
Kohl. Everybody who knows 
anything about Germany 
knows it’s nonsense.” 

But, says Hurd, Kohl 
“doesn’t see the reefs under the 
water ... the continuing attach- 
ment of people to their nation. 
He doesn't see the rocks below 
the surface and I think he’s get- 
ting quite dose to them. Push- 
ing for the single currency with 
such vehemence ...” 


am 


Douglas Hurd: one of the few senior 
Conservatives incTmedto 
imderstand foreigners a Rttie more 
and condemn them a fittle less 




Margaret Thatcher had 
views about Germany “which 
were plain wrong”. She had 
been, Hurd thinks, partly 
“gulled" by Mitterrand and 
Gorbachev into opposing 
German reunification. “She is 
a genuine searcher after truth 
... But she started with, and 
perhaps still has, views about 
the Germans which were actu- 
ally mistaken. And he had 
views about her which were 
mistaken. So they weren’t 
made for each other." 

What were Kohl's mistaken 
views about Thatcher? “He 
thought, wrongly, that she 
hadn't sufficiently studied 
history." 

But bad Britain ever really 
understood the Franco-Ger- 
man vision of the EU keeping 
the European peace? Hurd 
says it is a plus rather than a 
min us for Britain “that these 
two countries - after all their 
enmity has done us all a great 
deal of harm - should now be 
permanent friends. But that 
friendship doesn't confer hege- 
mony. It was right to block the 
appointment of Mr [Jean-Luc] 


Dehaene because it was 
hatched oot of the Franco- 
German nesL And that was not 
the right way to choose the 
President of the European 
Commission.” Hurd says we 
are closer to France than Ger- 
many is on foreign policy and 
defence, and closer to 
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Thatcherite. We should be able 
to make something of that, 
but not if we keep yah -booing 
about it” 

Working for Thatcher could 
be “maddening” because she 
started discussions “with a 
statement which might or might 
not be well-founded". But it 


£ It’s a pity that the five 
papers Conservatives 
usually read have 
all gone sceptic 9 

Douglas Hurd 


Germany than France is on 
trade. Fiance, he says, still has 
“protectionist longings”. 

“So we should have different 
partners for different dances, 
but the nature of our debate 
makes us a wallflower too 
often. Our economy is dearly 
in a good state compared to the 
continental ones. And they 
know that they’re having to do 
things which once they would 
have denounced as 


worked fine on the whole, he 
says. She had the “humbling" 
effect of showing Hurd and 
others that “it was possible to 
do those things which I had 
really despaired of". Like deal- 
ing with the unions and curbing 
inflation. And her mind could 
be changed if you made the 
effort. She largely left Hurd 
alone at the Home Office - 
except to promote her free- 
market views on broadcasting. 


But all prime ministers are 
active on foreign affairs. 

“By the time I became 
Foreign Secretary she knew 
everybody, she knew all the 
issues. She was on top of the 
job and fascinated by il 
“I suppose Margaret 
Hiatcber came to grief because 
her style of leadership was out 
of date. Tm still surprised by 
what happened in 1990. 1 had 
deceived myself. All that adu- 
lation. All those fearful ova- 
tions at party conferences - I 
believed in it. It made me 
cringe but I believed in it I was 
very surprised. I suppose the 
reason was that people had had 
enough of that style of leader- 
ship. John Major had a natu- 
rally different style, for which 
the time had come.” 

Hurd laments the decline in 
political culture over the past 
20 years - exemplified by the 
vacuous bear garden of Prime 
Minister’s Questions. He has 
just been reading Leo Ameiys 
life of Joe Chamberlain, and is 
struck by how 12,000 people 
would turn up to meetings in 
the tariff reform struggle. 

k “Politicians tore into each 
other. And people enjoyed 
that But they don’t any 
more.” Talking to young 
k audiences, he invariably 
B gets asked the “same baf- 
■ fled question: ‘why do 
B you behave like that?’ 
^ And it’s not much of an 
- excuse to to say that the Daily 
, Mail or The Daily Telegraph tell 
iis that’s how to behave.” 

He is quite preoccupied with 
-^the press'. “It’s a pity that the 
' five papers thatGoaserva fives 
usually read have all gone scep- 
tic [on Europe). I wouldn't 
mind that so much if it was just 
their leading articles and their 
commentators. But it's the 
slanting of factual reporting 
that's so serious. It's a pity that 
it is so difficiUt to get an actual 
account of what was said and 
done yesterday in Paris, Bonn 
or Brussels. In most cities - 
New York, Washington, Bonn 
or Paris, you can get that. But 
it’s extremely difficult to get 
here and that used not to be 
the case.” 

He claims the Ibries can 
still win the election. And he 
dismisses the idea Tbny Blair 
has changed the soul rather 
than just the image of his party. 
Blair has “winded” his own 
party and “one effect of being 
winded is that you are rendered 
. temporarily speechless”. That 
. would all change, be insists, 

■ rafter an election victory. 

The best answer to New 
Labour, be says, is to criticise 
the “bogusness” of its dimb 
aboard the Tory ship. “I think 
the dottiest answer istheclear- 
bhie-water answer. You choose 


a policy because it’s in the 
nation’s, or the party’s best 
interests, your opponents pay 
you the compliment of climbing 
aboard, and then the first thing 
you do is to take to the boats 
and row off you don't know 
where just to be distant.” 

Bnt hang on. Isn’t this just 
what Michael Howard has 
been doing on crime? Well, 
crime is one of those issues 
“not best suited to the ordinary 
comings and goings of partisan, 
party political warfare". 

But surety that is just what 
Howard has been waging? 
Taunting Labour at every turn? 
“Yes I think he has." Hurd 
agrees with a “lot of things" 
Howard has done, including 
the restrictions to the right to 
silence. But he adds: “I just 
think we should be a little 
careful of treating the criminal 
justice issues as essentially par- 
tisan ones which can best be 
carried forward in an adver- 
saria] way.” 


H e was invited to take tbe 
Prison Reform Trust 
post - in succession to 
JonSncw-at just the moment 
that he was taking flak for his 
moderate criticisms of 
Howard's Crime Bill Prison, 
he says, is certainly about pun- 
ishment, deterrence and inca- 
pacitation. But the incapacita- 
tion isn’t for ever. If you lock 
more criminals up, then more, 
in time, are going to come out 
and oa to the streets. “So the 
fourth point of prison is reha- 
bilitation.” 

• litis is’ hardly a new idea, 
though he is surprised how 
many people think it is. “It 
won't always work. But there 
are enough prisoners who are 
illiterate ana uraumerate and 
are on drugs, to make you 
think that an effort should be 
made. They've got a better 
chance of going straight after- 
wards which is better for them 
but also better for the public 
safety." 

He is “nervous” about what 
would happen to either Labour 
or the Tories in defeat. Tbe 
Ibries have to guard against, 
first, abandoning their one- 
nation past, and, second, then- 
xenophobic tendency, which 
“when I started was mainly an 
anti-immigrant tendency. But 
some of tbe same media, some 
of the same institutions are 
now turned against the Ger- 
mans or the French.” 

And in a last magisterial 
rebuke to those on the Toiy 
right relishing the prospect of 
a post-defeat ideological strug- 
gle, he says: “I think the idea 
that parties behave best in 
opposition, and that you need 
time to sort yourself out, is a 
very improbable thesis." 


Everything must go in the Tory party sell-off 


A very important 

announcement by the 
Treasury. 

We are pleased to announce 
today that after the general 
election there will be a total 
break-up of the Tory party 
prior to its sale to the 
public. 

For years the Tory party 
has served the country well 
as a method of enriching 
those who have had the 
sense to join it, and as a 
method of governing the 
country when no other 
method has been available. 

Now, however, tbe whole 
Tory party is creaking with 
age and overuse. Severely 
underfunded and under- 
maintained, it has been 
threatening to come to a 
complete halt in recent 
years. Corruption and 
bureaucracy are rife, and 
large sums of money have 
gone mysteriously missing. 
Reports on its decline have 
been commissioned and 
studied, but none has been 
acted upon. 

Therefore it is felt to be 
time that this historic 
institution was completely 
overhauled and subject to a 
new rush of blood to the 
head. 


Accordingly, after the 
general election the Tory 
party will be split up and 
sold off in many different 
sections. 

The range of possible 
investments is too vast to 
enumerate here, but as a 
pointer we would like today 
to list some of the most 
attractive units of the Tory 
party, which will be certain 
to attract private funds. 

1. The Home Office. 

This magnificent 
institution has an 
unparalleled record in 
building large mansions in 
remote parts of the 
country for the locking up 
of people who may or may 
not have committed 
crimes. The present 
director. Mr Howard, has 
been applauded for his 
success tty publications a$ 
different as 77te Sun and 
the News of the World. A 
previous employee of Mr 
Howard's, a Mr Derek 
Lewis, says: “My 
experience in Michael 
Howard's early-relcase- 
from-duties programme 
has taught me a lot about 
tbe world. Am I a 
reformed character? Well, 
I certainly wouldn’t want 



Miles 

Kington 

to go back in the Prison 
Service in a hurry!" 

2. Jeffrey “Lord* Archer. 
Do you want a speech by an 
“Oxford" graduate at a 
moment's notice? Do you 
want someone to come to a 
fund-raising dinner at short 
notice? Do you want a best- 
selling novel written by this 
time tomorrow? Do you 
want someone to hand over 
a largish sum of money 
to a prostitute on 
Victoria station and can’t 
make the gig yourself? Do 


)u want the House of 
ords made a laughing 


3. Tory Transport Policy: 
Never once been used! This 
magnificent machine would 
co-ordinate Britain's road 
and rail into one unit and 
revive our public transport 
system! Completely untried 
and untested! Still under its 
original wraps! May not 
even exist! 

4. “Dr” Brian Mawhinney. 
Do you need some trouble 
sorting out? Got a spot of 
bother? Are some people 
being a real nuisance? Do 
you need a hard man to 
come round and sort them 
out? Do you need someone 
to. metaphorically of 
course, bang people’s heads 
together and make them 
see things your way? Look 
no further! “Dr” Brian 
Mawhinney has had more 
experience of this sort of 
thing than Norman TebbiL 

5. The National 
Curriculum. 

Self-contained body of 
knowledge. Contains all you 
need to know about the 
things that the Tory party 
considers important, for 
example, publicity, 
marketing, and always 
answering a different 
question if you don't like the 
' one you have been asked. 


6. The Douglas Hogg. 

FOr a dozen years the Tory 
party has been conducting 
genetic experiments to see if 
they can come up with a 
politician who never resigns, 
□ever admits fault, never 
understands, never goes to 
Brussels when asked to and 
□ever knows when he looks 
stupid in a bat This is the 
closest yet. 

7. The Millennium Fund 

Loads of money! No 
discernible purpose! Could 
all be yours! 

8. Quangos galore! 

Over the past dozen years the 
Tbry party has constructed 
hundreds of thousands of 
sma ll, almost undetectable 
quangos, which are designed 
to go on running the counfiy 
should anything ever happen 
to the Tory party, such as an 
adverse election. They will be 
much in demand after the 
general election. Or get one 
now at reduced cost - free 
knighthood comes with every 
one! 

Send a stamped, 
addressed envelope now for 
the complete mouth- 
watering list of goodies on 
offer. Remember - 
everything must go after 
May. 
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the commentators 


The Tories were 
: workfare 




orkfare was always 
politically tempting. 
It tooefiesewery nerve 
punitive {shades 
of the drain ■ gang), morally 
improving (petting them ont of 
bed), good. K>r the co mmuni ty 

(dean op thai canal) and deter- 
ring frand (they can’t moon- 
lighi on the black economy 
when breaking rocks oh work- 
fare). Now die Tbry manifesto 
win promise to make aD the 
long-term nnetrokyyed work 
for their benefits. And so, 
under a different name, will 
Labour. 

.Why now? Because a star- 
tling new fact hangs in the air 
above both Labour and Con- 
servatives. It embarrassess 
them both, in very different 
ways - but it is set to change the 
way we thmlr about an impor- 
tant slice of the welfare state. 

Latest figures for Project 
Work, the Government’s pilot 



sal fraud or deliberate idleness 
on a scale no one predicted. 

Since April, 6,800 people unem- 
ployed for over two years have 
been through schemes in Hull 
and the Medway. First they 
have 13 weeks’ m tensive Job 
Search with a ded i cated vrorioer 
chivvying and harrying them to 
apply for jobs as never before. 

(One of many embarrassing 
questions for the Government 
is, why never before? Answer: 
cheese-paring on staff, the 
unemployed never even had to 
sign on in person.) Nest they 
face 13 wedcs of compulsory work for “volun- 
tary” organisations for an extra £10 a week. 
Ether the carrot (help to find a job) or the stick 
(the threat of oompolsoiy work) has led to an 
astonishing number signing off and no longer 
drawing benefit - nearly half of them. 

What became of the 3,100 who have signed 
off?. Only 920 announced that they had got 
jobs. Where are the others? Did they find the 
prospect of three months’ compulsory work so 
terrible that they chose to starve instead? Have 
they been frightened by bofiying interrogators 
out of drawing the dole rightfully due to them? 
Opponents of workfare put these propositions 
forward, but rather sheepishly. 

More likely, many were claiming falsely. 
Either they already had full-time jobs paying 
them above benefit levels (we are not talking 
here about earning a little extra on theiide) 
or they were well able to get jobs once pushed 
The 1^ Pay Unit complains that many have 
been pushed into unsuitable work, but after 
two years, is that so unreasonable? 

Employment experts are astonished by the 
figures. Not surprisingly, it has been hard to 
trace those who have signed off to ask them 
why. But if Project Work permanently shakes 
half the claimants off benefit, then all calcu- 
lations about the future change. 

Michael Heseltine, an early workfare expo- 
nent, has been watching these figures hawk- 
like week by week. When the history of this 
Conservative era comes to be written, howwiD 
they explain why they. failed to do anything 
about the benefit culture they so deplore? Even 
Peter LiOey and his little list funked iL Only 
now, at the tail end of their time, have they 
realised what they might have done 15 years 
ago had they believed their own rhetoric. 
Workfare wifi be triumphantly showcased in 


Polly 

Toynbee 

Commentator of 

the Year 

Suddenly 
all the 
sums have 
changed - 
and it is 
Labour that 
will cash in 


their manifesto, but it will have 
a hollow ring 

It was stopped by political 
cowardice and by Treasury 
sharf-temusm, afraid it would 
cost too much 10 provide xnake- 
woik jobs for alL Now, though, 
wc can see how the money 
saved in benefits will come 
pouring in. Labour’s manrfegfn 
will also promise workfare, 
compelling all the young and 
long-term unemployed to work 
or train. But Labours promise 
of high-quality training and 
proper jobs (Project Waik does 
neither) gleams brighter in the 
light of this unexpectedly rich 
cash flow. 

Until now Labour has been 
deeply uncomfortable with talk 
of benefit fraud, fearing for the 
rights of the other half of 
claimants who are honest and 
neetty. So David Blunkett was 
predictably grudging about the 
Project Work figures: “The 
Government is simply trying to 
keep the dole figures down 
without making any real con- 
tribution to getting people into 
lasting work.” 

Unpopular for saying it. 
Flank Held has claimed for 
years that the whole system is 
designed to encourage drones 
or frauds. “The Tbnes forgot 
their own view of human 
nature,” he says. “If you offer 
people easy money they win take 
it” He points to bogus claims 
for child benefit prescriptions, 
dental charges, and myriad 
other badly-policed schemes 
ripe for Labour’s plucking. He thinks a great 
many people prefer to sit in the benefit safety 
net than to weak for just ahtdemore-and they 
have been allowed to regard it as their right, 
which was certainly not Beveridge’s intent 
Yesterday 1 talked to two Medway men who 
resented being forced into Project Work. 
Although it was an anti-workfare group that 
put me m touch with diem, they both seemed 
to me to exemplify Frank Field’s point. 

First there was James, a plasterer, who went 
right through Project Work without finding a 
job. Articulate, uzmraxried, trying on £95 a fort- 
night dole, he ought to be highly employable. 
But he started by refusing to work for less than 
£300 a week, six times more than his dole. He 
was angry when Project Work lowered his 
sights to £150 : “Why should I work for less than 
the rate forthe job?" Like others, he found the 
work element in the project a farce: he and 70 
others were sent to repair a Napoleonic fort, 
but there was nothing to do but light a fire to 
keep warm ah day. With no training included, 
the work’s only value is as a threat. After his 
13 weeks, he is back on the dole and will only 
takeajob that pays reasonably -entirefy ratio- 
nal if he is allowed to get away with it. 

Barry is a well-spoken china salesman, out- 
raged at sitting beside an illiterate halfwit in a 
compulsory class 00 CVs delivered by an ex-car 
mechanic. Tve got a brain and Fve travelled 
the world." He refuses to do Project Work. “I 
will not sift dirty dothes in a charity diop or any- 
thing below my calibre.” What wfll he do? Til 
jnake mycrwnway, thankyourSohe has rented 
his bouse, found a job and a place to stay in Lon- 
don and at his first Project Work interview he 
wih sign off Doesn’t that prove it works? A long 
silence - and a faufiy acknowledgement that it 
might have made a difference. 


The race to charm 
the Asian voter 


1 


t’s a crucial battle- 
ground, and both par- 
ties know it. Britain's 
1.6 million Asians - by 
far the largest ethnic 
minority in the country, rep- 
resenting 3 per cent of the 
electorate - live in significant 
numbers in 40 marginal con- 
stituencies. The fight for then- 
votes has already begun. 

Earlier this monxh, Ihny and 
- Cherie Blair were pho- 
tographed visiting the Central 
Mosque in London in celebra- 
tion of Eid, the Muslim holiday 
that marks the end of 
Ramadan. There are plans for 
farther visits to mosques and 
Hindu temples. The Conserva- 
tives, however, are doing better 
than that. Last week, Michael 
Heseltine addressed Asian 
businessmen at a dinner at the 
Caf£ Royal, where he praised 
their “fascinating sense of 
achievement". John Major is 
throwing another banquet for 
them next month; and in Jan- 
uary he took the trouble to visit 
the sub-continent 

The ostensible purpose of his 
trip was to strengthen British 
business ties, but more notice 
was taken in the Asian press of 
his meeting with the Indian 
Prime Minister, HD Deve 
Gowda, who broke all interna- 
tional protocol at a reception in 
Bangalore when he took Major* 
aside and told him he hoped he 
would win. 

Labour has traditionally 
daimed up to 90 per cent of the 
Asian vote, but die proportion 
has been declining m the past 
10 years, according to both 
parties. Najabat Hussein, who 
runs a Kashmiri community 
centre in. Bradford, says the 
nature of the Asian community 
has changed. “The first gener- 
ation of immigrants took jobs as 
textile workers or bus drivers, 
and the unions took them in,” 
he says. “They voted along 
family or tribal lines as they did 
back home. The present gen- 
eration of voters understands 
the system much better.” 

As a recent survey in the 
Asian weekly Eastern Eye 
showed, they are also much 
richer. Britain's top 100 Asian 
businessmen, as Michael Hes- 
eltine lost no time in pointing 
out lastweekatthe Cam Royal, 
are collectively worth £5bn, 

Top rftheTist is Lakshmi Mit- 
tal, a Bombay steel tycoon who 
is believed to be worth fl^bn, 
purring him among the top five 
richest Britons. As the survey 
•cn ggftgtSj Asians are moving 
away from traditional family 
businesses such as restaurants 
and newsagents’ and into the 
TnafngrreaiY^ holding important 
jobs in computing, finance and 
television. 

Indians have historically 
made better British business- 
men than Pakistanis, which oiay 


by JJ Fergusson 



‘Asians feel very let down by Labour. They 
proclaimed themselves the party of equal 
opportunities, but they didn’t deliver’ 


be one explanation for Deve 
Gowda’s remarks in Banga- 
lore. The Tbries have always 
been seen as the party of big 
business; and last year India did 
£3Abn worth of trade with 
Britain, its fourth largest trad- 
ing partner. But even the old 
cbcb£ of Indian economic 
supremacy in this country is less 
true than it was. As The Nc*s, 
a British version of the Pak- 
istani newspaper, pointed out 
with some pride, one third of 
the 100 Asan new rich are 
Moslim. 

You would expect all this to 
undermine Labour’s traditional 
supremacy in the ethnic strong- 
holds in the dties and the Mid- 
lands. Bradford West is a case 
in point. The seat, which has a 
9,500 Labour majority, has 
been held since 1<&3 by Max 
Madden, a famous House of 
Commons axe-grinder on the 
issue of Kashmiri self-determi- 
nation. At the last election, 
16,000 of his 26,000 votes were 
Asian. 


Madden, however, was des- 
elected recently and replaced 
by a Sikh, Maitra Singh. Mean- 
while in the blue comer is 
Mohammed Riaz, a Kashmiri 
and a former Labour Party 
candidate. In the past, the 
Tbries have polled less than 10 
per cent of the Asian vote in the 
constituency, but Riaz is confi- 
dent of gaining well over 50 per 
cent, and seems certain of win- 
ning the seat Such a result 
would fly in the face of national 
trends, but Riaz says the Asian 
community has always bad its 
own agenda. The 1996 Heaton 
by-election was won by the 
Tbries, as was the local election 
at Tbller in May 1995; in the 
same year they lost Bradford 
Moore, once a Labour major- 
ity of 2400. by just 48 votes. ' 

“Labour has taken the Asian 
vote for granted but that atti- 
tude is now backfiring," he 
says. “Asians feel very let down 
by Labour. In the Seventies 
and Eighties they proclaimed 
themselves the party of equal 


opportunities, but they didn’t 
deliver. New Labour have 
promised to reform this coun- 
try’s immigration laws, but who 
really believes them?" His rea- 
sons for switching party are 
instructive: “I prefer the Con- 
servatives' culture of choice 
and self-help to Labour’s petty 
ideological disputes. Fhmilv 
values, law and order, enter- 
prise - all these are naturally 
Asian values.” 

Another important area 
where the Conservatives are 
beating Labour at their own 
game is the issue of Kashmir, 
the Himalayan region at the 
centre of a 50-year-old territo- 
rial dispute between Pakistan 
and India, which has cost the 
lives of at least 45,000 people. 
An estimated 65 per cent of 
Britain's 400,000 Pakistanis are 
Kashmiris, and Labour MPs 


like (the deselected) Max Mad- 
den have traditionally been 
seen as the champions of their 
campaign for self-determina- 
tion. Robin Cook's National 
Executive Committee state- 
ment of 1995 said that Labour 
in government would be “pre- 
pared to use its close relation- 
ship with India and Pakistan to 
... assist in a negotiated solu- 
tion," while the Conservatives 
have been seen to keep their 
distance. Some Labour Pitrty 
activists, such as A/mat Khan, 
secretary-general of the 
22-brunch Jammu Kashmir 
Liberation From (UK) in 
Bradford, are convinced that a 
dozen Tory marginals may 
swing to Labour on this issue. 
Gary Waller's seat in Keighley. 
West Yorkshire, is an example: 
he has perhaps 5, IKKI Kashmiri 
constituents and a majority of 
32*00. 

Wilier is convinced of Kash- 
mir's importance - "the num- 
ber one issue if you’re Kash- 
miri." he says. Bui as chairman 
of the Conservative Friends of 
Kashmir - a lobby group of 
MPs with large ethnic con- 
stituencies - he maintains 
excellent relations with his 
Kashmir community and isn't 
worried about block-voting. 
Derek Fuichetl, Labour for- 
eign affairs spokesman on Asia 
and MP for Leeds Centra), 
agrees. “It's a bigger issue for 
the first generation," he says. 
“It's domestic bread and butter 
issues that really count for 
Asians today." 

In any ease, Tbry policy on 
Kashmir mav be changing. 
Last month lin Lahore, John 
Major remarked to a journal- 
ist that any solution in Kash- 
mir “must take account of the 
people who live there", and 
that Britain might, if appro- 
priate. play a mediating role - 
which is just what Labour says. 
Both Downing Street and the 
Foreign Office arc adamant 
that there has been no change 
of policy, but that hasn't 
stopped those Tory MPs with 
Kashmiri constituents from 
waving the transcripts around 
in triumph. 

The Conservative Friends 
of Kashmir arc putting pres- 
sure on Malcolm Rifkind to 
come out with a formal state- 
ment on the matter. It looks as 
though they will need whatever 
help he can give them. A new 
MORI poll shows that voting 
intentions among Asians are 
overwhelmingly pro-Labour, 
although perhaps the Tories 
can take a crumb of comfort 
from learning that the swing 
against them is only S3 per 
cent, as compared to 12 per 
cent among other voters. 
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h, Havana ... where one 
sniffc the air like a Bisto kid 
— : — ior die scent of £25 Cohiba 
cigars and gets Instead a Inngfull of 

choking black, cirnis from a ] ' — 

lorry ... where the marioc/ti 
at your table beam and sway 
.i.iyuflir through “La Bainba*asff they - 
• > ’ • \ .16. " hadn't already played it a dozen . .. 

t " * V *".. '* times in the last hour, and when you 

ask, “Can you play something 
Cuban? Anything but 
‘Guantanamera’," immediately start 
to play “G uantanam era*’ ... where 
the concept of hot water in the 
cheaper hotels is so outri that they 
shear the hot tap right off the sink 
rather than run the risk of having 
the wrong stuff coursing through 
their pipes ... where the Malec6n 
promenade overlooking the 
seafront, once a rival to "the _ 
Comiche at Nice, is now a dismal, 
deserted colonnade of neo-classical 
pillars holding up deserted or 
rotting hotels whose only clientele 
seems to be the car-flagging, shag- 
in-the-Iobby hookers ... where the 
sex tourists proudly steer their hair- 
tossing 17-year-old charges in and 
out of the Ingja terra and Sevilla 
hotels, as though nobody could 
guess what they're up to ... where 
journalists and carpetbaggers alike 
wait impatiently for thislast 
Communist redoubt to signal its 
final conversion to capitalism (now 

Benetton and CNN have arrived, 
can Burger King be far behind?) ... 

where a Cuba fiW disappointingly 

turns out to be a rum and Coke, but- 
a mojiia (nun with lemon, sugar and 
min t leaves) is a dream cocktail, at ■ 
its best in the tiny Bodeguita del 
Medio bar where the secret 
ingredie nt, you blunily realise, is 
that they start with a quadruple 
rum ... where the huge army 
vehicle, with the frontage of a truck 
and the body of two Panther tanks 
bolted together, that sweeps down 
the Prado bearing at least 200 grey- 
faced passengers to some 

iHumaginable doom, turns out to be 
the downtown bus ... and fioally, 

Ire you bring home with you a 


Ourmanm 
Havana, with a 
qimdruple rum, 
a 20- j peso note 
and two Ernests, 
deceased 
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memorably stomach-cramping, 
bowel-exploding condition brought 
on by iH-advisedfy frying a roadside 

hot dog. Its a specifically Cuban . 
form of food poisoning. 1 think it's 
called Castro-eoteritis. 

O n the third day we drove off 
to La Vigfa, a handsome 
ranch-house complete with 
g*tg lodge, grounds ana gift shop, 
i4Vm outside Havana, where Ernest 
Hemingway spent the last third of 
his life. Although he didn’t die . 
there - he went back to Idaho to 
shoot himself in 1961 — the place 
has been preserved exactly as he left 
it, by special order of his buddy, - 
Fidel C Because of the danger that 
souvenir hunters might nick Papa’s 
favourite ashtray, visitors are not 
allowed in, but must lean in through 
the open windows and doors; since 
it was fuming on to rain as we got 
there, all means of ingress were 
firmly shut and we had to squint 
through the glass like nosey 



it was it like? Books and dead 

animals, as far as the eye could see. 

You exported them both of course. 


«nrf! Hemingway worked so bard 
at the image of the bookish 
frontiersman, the. literary 'fazzan, 
the gun- and rod-toting grammarian 
from whom no rhino, marlin or 
dangling participle was safe. But it 
was a surprise to see alongtide the 
predictable books in his 4,000- 
strong library ( Letters of Thomas 
Wolfe, Mailer’s The Naked and the 
Dead , ViDoldo’s Latin American 
Resentment, Katherine Graham’s 
Beloved Infidel ), a stack of copies of 
True, a believe-i t-or-don’t “news 
ma gazin e", and a volume of gruff 
maritime reminiscence for armchair 
fantasists called Give Me a Slip to 
So il- What constantly tagged your 


heart was the plangency of details - 
the knick-knacks and figurines, the 
Schweppes tome bottles, their 
contents long evaporated in the 
tropic heat, the corkscrew 
(inevitably, a bull’s horn), the 
pencil sharpener, the tiny hairbrush. 
How odd that one left this shrine 
to masculinity bowled over, less by 
the macho impedimenta of bison 
and bullets and bourbon, than by 
the sight of foe “eyeglass tissues" 
left, pending his return, on his 
bedside table. 

T he other oot-quite- Cuban 

local hero called Ernest is, of 
course, Che Guevera 
(Ernesto at the font in his native 
Argentina), whose handsome fizzog 
is everywhere, on plates and 
. T-shirts, on murals, advertisement 
hoardings, postcards, old stamps 
and banknotes. In ancient houses in 
Trinidad de Cuba (the most 
perfectly preserved, and still 
operational, relic of 18th-century 
colonial life), you can find his image 
sharing the wall with foe Vii 
Mary. He died in October 11 
shot by government troops in 
Bolivia, so you can imagine the 
pandemonium of remembrance that 
will grip the collective Cuban soul 
on the 30th anniversary. Since 
Castro is supposed to be against the 
“cult of personality" (the very idea), 
he is happy to leave his ex- 
- lieutenant to embody the spirit of 
the 1959 revolution. By all accounts 
Che wasn’t cut out for government: 
though head of the Cuban Bank for 
a period, he knew nothing abont 
economics; a doctor by training, he 
preferred stirring things up to 
debating politics. His role under 
Castro was, it seems, to go round 
the island being a flashing-eyed 
morale-booster. Witching television 
footage of his glory days in the early 
Sixties, one notes with relief his 
slight weight problem, his inability 
to grow a convincing beard, his fake 
all-weather penna-mile, but also 
the dwrigna th»r o u t w e ig hed ah 
such shortcomings. 


1 wouldn't want to suggest that 
Havana is full of pickpockets, 
but the logistics of where to put 
your valuables and your hands is 
hard to master. During foe 
Caraivak, I was told to leave my 
wallet, passport and cash in my hotel 
room, hidden in the usual obvious 
places. So 1 went out with just a 20- 
peso note in one trouser pocket and 
cunningly slipped my watch for 
safety into the other. As the crowds 
crushed round me, 1 felt myself 
being plucked. Sleeve, wrist, side of 
shirt, bell of trouser, pluck, pluck, 
pluck - Tve never been so 
comprehensively plucked in my life. 
Missus. Voices asked for smokes, for 
dollars, for a dance; faces blurred 
before you, asking “Allem and?", 
“Inglesi?", "You wan' Cohibas?" 
Then a woman seized my arm and 
said, “You must come.” As I looked 
into her face, I felt little hands in my 
trouser pockets, and swatted them 
away. I checked - the watch was still 
there, but of the 20 pesos only an 
urchin imprint remained. 

Did I learn my lesson? On the 
last day, luggage checked out, hotel 
room vacated, I was heading for foe 
shops, when three black boys 
appeared, shouting 'Amigo! 

Amigo!" and clutching my hand 
like children, and stroking my arm 
in a parody of cordial transatlantic 
relations. “One dollar, mistah,” 
they cried. 1 was no mug, 1 
reminded myself, Tve been through 
this before. I damped one hand 
over the wallet in my right pocket, 
the other hand over the passport in 
my left pocket. “Amigor they 
shouted, in “don’t-you-tnist-us?" 
tones, and madly stroked my arm 
again. 1 lost my temper and yelled 
“Scram!" and they ran off. I 
checked wallet, passport, plane 
ticket, yes, yes. yes, everything was 
in order. But my wrist was bare. 

One Cobra & Bellamy watch was 
being rushed through the Havana 
backstreets by three 1 0-year-old 
artful dodgers. 

Here’s some advice. When you go 
to Cuba, take an extra arm. 


Her fourth 
birthday may 
well be her last, 
but she isn’t ill 
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Allied pubs pull the plug on Sky-high TV costs 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Allied Doraecq is awing Sky from 200 
of its branded pubs in protest at the 
high price being charged for the 
service. The move is the latest in a line 
of similar withdrawals by big brewers, 
who represent one of BSkyB's largest 
sources of viewers for its sports 
channels. 

Martin Grialey, marketing director 
nf Allied Domccq Leisure, whose puts 
include Big Steak pubs, Wacky Ware- 
houses and the Firkin chain, said the 


cost to landlords of providing Sky had 
increased substantially in recent years 
to the extent that it was no longer 
viable in many of its pubs. 

Allied Domecq Retail and its sis- 
ter chain of community pubs. Allied 
Domecq Inns, together run 2^00 
pubs of which about 1,000 currently 
offer Sky. Mr Grialey said he expected 
one-fifth of the branded pubs to 
withdraw the service following trig 
recent hikes in the monthly sub- 
scription charged to publicans. The 
community pubs, which tend to have 
a younger, male customer base, are 


thought unlikely to follow the family 
pubs and wdi swallow the higher 
prices. 

Gxnmerrial subscribers pay a much 
bigger monthly fee than domestic 
users to access BSkyB’s package of 
channels, with bands based on die 
rateable value of their premises rising 
up to well over £100 a month com- 
pared to a typical household package 
costing £17.99. Domestic subscribers 
are contractually banned from 
showing programmes for profit 

Allied's decision to take on Sky 
follows similar moves by Bass, Greene 


Ring, Scottish & Newcastle and 
othos. A spokesman for Bass said ye» 
terday: “We are certainly not happy 
with the prices being charged tty Sky. 
The customer base has to justify the 
cost and if that deteriorates we will 
pull the service.” 

A year ago furious publicans re- 
ported Sky to the Office of Fair Trad- 
ing over what they claimed were 
huge subscription increases. Some said 
they had been asked to pay more than 
10 times as much as three years ago 

when the service was in its infancy and 
desperate to attract viewers. 


New i! .has become a success, land- 
lords dahn. Sky is putting a squeeze 
on landlords, who accuse the compa- 
ny of adopting "buDyboy" tactics to 
extract payment Some have accused 
BSkyB salesmen of posing ascustomera 
to phone pubs to ask if certain foot- 
ban or boxing matches will be shown 
on Sky. If bcensees sayyes, the callers 
identify themselves and threaten to cut 
off the pubs unless the foes are paid. 

In other cases, it is alleged, BSkyB 
“spies” have been sent to pubs which 
have applied for Sky giving just their 
street number, and address in order 


to pay only foe normal household rate. 

Other w^aim perpetrated by pub 
owners in order to get rotmd the mgfr- 
erprice charged to commercial users 
have induded pubs buying spwaai dish- 
es 'that allowed them to pick up Pre- 
mier League matches as they were 
beamed hve. on Saturdays to viewers 
. m Norway. Once British licensees had 
fixed a £400 dish they were able to tune 
into the matches free. _ . 

BSkyB maintains that its new prio- 
1 ing structure linked to rateable values 
•' represents a fairer system than the pre- 
vious flat rate. • 


Aerospace group reveals surge in profits but dampens hopes of a merger with GEC to create £16bn defence giant 


BAe casts 
fresh doubt 
on Airbus 
super-jumbo 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Aerospace yesterday 
added to growing doubts about 
whether the European Airbus 
consortium, in which it has a 20 
per cent stake, should push 
ahead with plans to build a huge 
whj scaler “supcr-jumbo“. 

The news came as BAe re- 
vealed a better than expected 38 
per cent surge in profits for 
1996 to £456m, crowning its po- 
sition at the top of the European 
defence industry efficiency 
league. However the group 
dampened speculation of a 
merger with General Electric 
Company (GEC) to create a 
Clobn giant to dominate the 
UK defence business. 

BAe's scepticism about the 
Airbus super-jumbo project, 
codcnamed A3XX comes after 
Boeing last month scrapped 
plans to develop a stretched 
version of its 747 at a cost of up 
to $7hn. Boeing, which has a 
monopoly of the jumbo market, 
has rubbished Airbus’s claim 
that the A3XX wt.uld cost $8bn 
to develop, pulling the figure at 
S12bn. 

Sir Richard Fvans. BAe chief 
executive, waned: “It’s likely 
Airbus thinking will be adjust- 
ed in lake into account (he cur- 
rent Boeing thinking, but we’ve 


seen no definite proposals from 
Airbus management ... We’re 
not queuing up to put seven to 
ten billion bucks on the table.” 
He urged Airbus to concentrate 
on developing an enlarged ver- 
sion of the existing A340, to 
compete with Boeing's success- 
ful 777 long-distance airliner. 

Sir Richard said the com- 
mercial case for building the 
A3 XX which would seat pas- 
sengers in a “double-decker” 
formation, bad not been fully 
developed. British Airways has 
been notably cool on the 
chances of placing an order for 
such a plane. 

Sources pointed to a vigorous 
debate going on inside BAe over 
the economics of building the 
A3XX with Mike Turner, head 
of commercial aircraft appar- 
ently warming to the idea while 
Sir Richard has become in- 
creasingly hostile. Mr Turner ex- 
plained: “I think Boeing have 
done exactly the right thing. 
They have a monopoly. Why 
spend S7bn on a monopoly.” 

While the discussions con- 
tinue, Airbus is moving towards 
becoming a fully-fledged com- 
mercial company in 1999, ditch- 
ing its consortium status which 
Sir Richard said had become “a 
nonsense” in practical terms. A 
memorandum of understanding 
was signed last month by the 
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o 1992: BAs shares briefly dropped below £1 during foe 
course of one day's trading in September. Losses motfotBd 
. at Rs region^ jet business which was badly hit by foe 
collapse hi foe world airline business following foe Gulf War. 
The new chairman, John Cahfll, announced £1bri of 
restructuring provisions which culminated In the historic 
closure of fos - Hatfield plane making works hi Hertfordshire. 
A rescue rights issue launched the: previous year by 
Professor Roland Smlfo^foafonnerchairman, was foe first 
clue to foe seriousness offlAe’s prabiefns. 

0 1993iThe second sp^ foef deal to 

sell father ^ to S^SBi Araijla was 

announce! The b$§rardeal signed in fSH^jnade BAe 
responsible for a' parfotfoe Saqtflp.fijrce. A! 
Yarramah was erBfflBd wffft savfog BAa form'cdlapse in foe 

huge, 

.motor inifoSiy.2fliiaQsso®t raged 

. rnfflfcMis af pdbndsjftlJKSDvefrm^ 


Sir Richard Evans 


o i 
1992 


. deals foe company t^done.RoMersifbsequnitly proved a 
problem ctMfw BMW, , soaking 
little obvious sign of returns^; 'V7. -,.i 

0 1996: The flotation tf.Oiaiige ^moWeph^ie operator netted 
BAe a windfall of E30^; ftam te 32rger Cent stake. BAe 
reduced its shareholding to £t'.9i per rant The Orange 
holding was revalued at£538m, giving ahuge boost to foe 
grog's balance sheet It previously had a negative £4m 
value In the accounts, representing a gain' of £542m.Last 
week BAe reduced the stake to 21 .11 per centralring more 
than £20m. 
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1997 


Airbus partners, including 
Aerospatiale of France. Daim- 
ler Benz of Germany and Casa 
of Spain. 

BAc also made clear ,that 
completing the restructuring 
of Airbus was the key to a 
broader rationalisation of the 
European defence industry and 
would underpin longer term dis- 
cussions with GEC. *We're 
talking to everybody at the mo- 
ment and that includes GEC,” 
Sir Richard said. 

However he emphasised that 
the confused network of al- 
liances emerging in the Euro- 
pean defence sector meant it 


was not yet right to take such a 
fundamental decision to inte- 
grate with GEC. However 
Richard Lapthorne, BAe's fi- 
nance director, added: “If you 
don’t talk to everybody in this 
industry you won’t know when 
the opportunity arises.” 
Negotiations going on with at 
least five European companies 
are another sign of BAe's resur- 
gent status in the defence mar- 
ket, five years after the business 
was on the verge of financial col- 
lapse. Five years ago, as a land- 
mark £lbn restructuring 
provision was announced to 
tackle huge losses in its com- 


mercial aircraft operations, the 
shares briefly touched £1. 

Since 1992 the share price 
performance has been spec- 
tacular. The regional jet oper- 
ations were drastically slimmed 
down and later partly merged 
into the AI(R) joint venture 
with Aerospatiale and Alenia of 
Italy. Last year BAe shares 
were one of the stock market' s 
star performers, rising by almost 
60 per cent Further encourag- 
ing news included the £lbn 
merger of its guided missiles 
business with Lagarderc of 
Fiance, a £1.9bn order for Nim- 
rod 2000 early warning aircraft 


and a flbn contract with the 
Australian air force to supply 
Hawk training jets. However 
yesterday the shares fell I9.5p 
to I253p. 

The main drain od BAe’s 
bank balance continues tobe die 
commercial aircraft dmsoitrie- 
scribed yesterday as “still very dif- 
ficult”. Undisclosed profits 
earned from the group's work 
budding wings for Airbus jets 
were yet again more than offset 
by loses from the Jetstream pro- 
peller plane operation. BAe’s 
commercial aerospace opera- 
tions lost £78m in 1996, com- 
pared with £118m in 1995. 


Inflation 
shows 
sharp fall 
on new 
measure 


Yvette Cooper and 
Diane Coyle 


The future of the Jetstream 
business, based in Prestwick 
near Glasgow, is under review 
and Mr Evans confirmed that 
one. option was- total closure. 
Production capacity has been 
slashed from 20 aircraft to 10, 
with 12 on the order book. 

Meanwhile defence sales re- 
mained the core of BAe’s prof- 
itability, rising by 18 percent last 
year to £5 J4bn. The total de- 
fence order book at the end of 
1996 stood at £1 1.7bn. The de- 
fence division made profits be- 
fore exceptional items of £553 m, 
a jump of 14 per cent on 1995. 

Comment, page 21 


McDonald’s launches 
US fast-food price war 


David Usbome 

New York 


Scalding from hot competition 
from Burger King, owned by 
Grand Metropolitan, the Mc- 
Donald's Corporation is prepar- 
ing in unleash a fast-food price 
war in the US beginning with a 
rock-lni Lin m 55-cenl (34p1 sale 
on its Big Mae burger. 

Dubbed "Campaign 55”. the 
sales* effort will be pitched by 
management to its franchisees 
t>.idav. The company, which is 
striving to reverse a recent slip- 
page in market share, will also 
propose giving a free meal to 
any customer who does not re- 
ceive their order within 55 sec- 
onds of placing iL 

The move could trigger a 
price-cutting tidal wave 
throughout The US fast-food 
industry. SIkucs of several of the 
leading players, including 
McDonald's and the other main 
burger chain. Wendy's, both 
dropped on the news yesterday. 
Shares in Grand Metropoli- 
tan. meanwhile, slid Ib.Sp to 
47"p. 


For US consumers, on the 
other hand, it could spell a fast- 
food bonanza. Almost no one 
with a taste for burgers will miss 
out; McDonald's alone, with its 
12,200 US- based restaurants, 
has for years been a virtually 
omnipresent feature of the 
American urban landscape. It 
has the twice the number of 
restaurants of Burger King, the 
US number two. 

McDonald's may, however, 
face an uphill Gght selling the 
campaign - which derives from 
1955. the year of the company’s 
foundation - to its franchise op- 
erators. Currently a Big Mac is 
priced at SI. 90. The promised 
55-cenl price would be rotated 
between the Big Mac and the 
still-more expensive McRibs 
and the .Arch Deluxe meals. 

For the campaign to happen, 
it must win the support of a ma- 
jority oF franchisees in each US 
marketing region. With the cost 
of producing a Big Mac put at 
62 cents each, most outlets will 
face losing profit in the venture. 

The company has told its 
restaurants, of which 80 per cent 


are franchises, that action to 
reverse its sales drift is vital. In 
one recent memo, it said: “Mc- 
Donald's price isn't competi- 
tive” and that price cuts could 
turn around “declining mo- 
mentum of sales, transaction 
and cash flow”. 

McDonald's has been hurt in 
part by its recent introduction 
in the US of higher-priced, so- 
called “adult” products includ- 
ing the much ballyhooed Arch 
Deluxe, which have flopped. 
While same-store sales dedined 
last year, those of Burger King, 
which has been cutting prices, 
rose by 2.6 per cent. 

Peter Oakes, an analyst with 
Merrill Lynch, confirmed the 
difficulties McDonald’s faces. 
“To move ahead you've got to 
be gaining market share and 
McDonald's has been coming 
out at the lower end of the stick 
recently,” he said. 

Burger King, he added, had 
performed significantly better. 
“They have tightened their 
menu, become more focused 
and much more effective in their 
marketing.” 


Liffe’s early trading plan hits buffers 


John Willcock 


LifTe has put on bold a plan to 
open half-an-hour earlier in 
the morning because there is in- 
adequate demand for it - and 
the creaking public transport 
system couldn’t bring the bro- 
kers in at that time, anyway. 

Daniel Hodson, chief execu- 
tive at Liffe, said yesterday that 
the market had undertaken a 
study to see whether opening at 
7 instead of 730am might en- 
able it to compete more ag- 
gressively with continental 
futures and options markets 


like Paris and Frankfurt. Mr 
Hodson said: “After studying the 
idea we decided that there was 
no market demand for opening 
at 7am. Also, there was the ad- 
ditional cost of opening half-an- 
hour earlier, and the transport 
question.” Mr Hodson himself 
is keenly aware of the “transport 
question”, as are the 3,000- 
odd brokers who commute into 
Liffe’s City dealing rooms in 
Cannon Street every day. He 
lives in Peteisfield, Hampshire, 
and the first train available to 
him is the 530am, which gets 
into London at 630am. 


“That means I would get 
into the office just after 7am," 
Mr Hodson said. 

There is also the question of 
the deteriorating public trans- 
port infrastructure in the South- 
east of England. Last week 
South West Trains, which runs 
services into Mfeterioo, enraged 
City commuters by cancelling 30 
trains a day because it had 
sacked too many drivers since 
privatisation. 

All of which adds backing to 
Mr Hodson’s decision to open 
at 730am. This shows up the 
key handicap that London suf- 


fers as the claimant to the title 
of Europe's financial capital. 

Frankfurt has a gleaming un- 
derground system which oper- 
ates with typical Thu tonic ' 
efficiency. The Parisian Metro 
is subsidised so heavily by the 
French taxpayer that evereone 
gets to travel free on Fridays. 

There is one area at least in 
which Liffe can claim European 
leadership. 

It is currently putting the 
final touches to “the biggest bog 
in Europe”, a cloakroom ia 
Cannon Street to serve its 3,000 
brokers. 


Head of Sumitomo ‘repents’ by quitting 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 


activities of its former head of 
:r trading, Yasuo Ham- 


Tomiichi AJdyama. chairman 
of Sumitomo Corporation, yes- 
terday resigned as a sign of “re- 
pentance" at the company's 
£1.6bn copper trading losses. 

The announcement accom- 
panied an admission tty the 
president of Sumitomo, Kenji 
Miyahara, that the company 
first learned “some facts'* on the 


from a Panorama pro- 
gramme broadcast by the BBC 
last week. Last week Mr 
Hamanaka pleaded guilty to 
fraud and forgery in the Tokyo 
District Court. 

Mr Miyahara said the com- 
pany's internal investigation 
would take “several more 
months”, and had been de- 
layed by the inadequacy of in- 


formation in inte rnal SumitCmO 
documents. 

In a letter to the company’s 
New York lawyers, Mr Akfyama 
said that Sumitomo “showed it- 
self to be a model for interna- 
tional corporate behaviour” in 
its handling of the affair. 

Japanese executives often re- 
spond to scandals by resigning, 
although in many cases it is lit- 
tle more than a symbolic gesture 
which still allows them to exer- 


cise pqwer behind the scenes. 
Mr Akayama has been ap- 
pointed an “adviser". Asked 
what his new salary would be, 
a spokesman replied, “We are 
not obliged to disclose that.” 


The UK’s dtances of meeting 
the Maastricht criterion on. in- 
flation were given a boost yes- 
terday, when the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) pub- 
lished a new and sharply lower 
measure of UK inflation, which 
was calculated on the same ba- 
sis across Europe. 

The harmonised index of 
consumer prices (HI CP) rose ty 
22 per cent in the 12 months to 
January, 0.9 percentage points 
less than the target measure of 
inflation, which is 3.1 per cent. 

Leo Doyle, an economist at 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson, 
said: “It looks a pretty solid bet 
now the UK wfll meet the Maas- 
tricht criterion on inflation.” 

At the same time it emerged 
that the Treasury and Bank of 
England have both become con- 
cerned that the current UK re- 
tail price index (RPI) overstates 
infla tion. An investigation has 
been launched to discover 
whether it is biased upwards in 
the same way as the US con- 
sumer price index. 

The drop in the HCTP com- 
pared to the current UK mea- 
sure caught anafysts by surprise. 
But Mr Doyle said: “The 
method of calculation is very dif- 
ferent.” Unlike the RPL the 
HOOP includes air fares, new 
cars and computers - all of 
which are particularly sensitive 
to deflationary pressures, so 
would be expected to push the 
European index down com- 
pared to the RPI. 

The ONS said that the Euro- 
pean measure also used a dif- 
ferent statistical method to 
calculate average price increas- 
es, which reduced the new in- 
flation measure. Other countries 
have yet to publish their har- 
monised inflation figures, which 
could also be lower than exist- 
ing national measures. But Si- 
mon Briscoe of Nikko Europe 
said: “I would be very surprised 
ifwe didn't see an improvement 
in the UK's relative inflation per- 
formance.” That should increase 
the chances of the UK meeting 
the Maastricht criterion on in- 
flation, which says inflation must 
not be more than 13 percentage 
points higher than the three 
best performing countries. 

The financial markets are 
likely to embrace the new mea- 
sure because it makes inter- 
national comparisons easier. 
The ONS was careful to make 
dear that “the HI CP does not 
replace the retail prices index, 
which remains the best indicator 
of UK consumer price inflation”. 

But a shift away from the RPI 
could be hastened by additional 
doubts that the existing UK 
measure overstates inflation in 
the same way as the US con- 
sumer price index. A B ank of 
England working paper last 
March estimated that RPI in- 
flation could be overstated by 
035-0.8 per cent a year. 

A report in December 
-known as the Beskin Report af- 
ter the chairman of the com- 
mission that wrote it - claimed 
that inflation in the US was over- 
stated by 1.1 per cent because 
measured prices failed to take 
account, of several ways in which 
the cost of living had fallen. 

However, some critics in the 
US dalm the Commission ex- 
aggerated its results. It had 
every incentive to do so because 
a rate of infla tion lower by 1.1 
per cent could save up to $ 1 tril- 
lion (£613bn) on inflation-linked 
social security payments be- 
tween now and 2008. 

Diane Coyle, page 24 
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Win a BUPA J^Health Screen 


Plus a £30 discount 
for every reader 

BUPA has developed a new 
health assessment which is 
devised specifically to provide 
positive health programmes for 
men and women. Everyone has 
a comprehensive medical screen 
involving over 40 tests giving 
an overview of your all round 
state of health and fitness. 
Then you will be assigned your 
own personal health adviser 
to help plan your own 
improvement programmes and 
action plans. 


BUPA Health Screens are 
designed not only to detect any 
health problems but also to 
emphasise the benefits and 
importance of a healthy lifestyle 
and how you can achieve it. 

BUPA is offering one 
lucky Independent reader a 
complementary Health Screen 
worth at least £340. In 
addition, all callers will receive 
a £30 discount 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
question on line and leave your 
details. Call 


0930 567 791 


OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0800 616029 
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business 



This could be a backward step for the Bank 




The effect of the two 
initiatives - council 
and committee - may 
well be to produce a 
dangerous, Treasury- 
inspired fudge in 
decision-making. 
Indeed it is reasonable 
for the Gfly to suspect 
that this is actually 
Mr Brown's intention’ 


Tt seems the^ “Ken and Eddie” show is going 
Ato be replaced by the “Council and Com- 
nnttee" , sh 0 w. Somehow Labour's proposed 
arrangements for the determination of mon- 
etary policy don’t seem to roll off the 
tongue with quite the same ease, but that's 
exactly how Gordon Brown intends it- He 
wants to take the personalisation out of the 
process. While the adversarial nature of in- 
terest rale decisions won't be entirely re- 
moved, decision by committee of both Bank 
and Treasury will in future be nmch more 
the name of the game. 

There will be Mr Brown on one side with 
his council of economists to advice him On 
the other will be Eddie George, or whoever 
replaces him when his contract comes up for 
renewal in May 1998, advised by a monetary 
co mmitte e only half of whose members will 
be drawn from the Bank of England ’s exist- 
ing sta ff . The rest wiD be outsiders, though 


the Bank has managed to persuade Mr 
~ all be acknciwl- 


Brawn they should at least 
edged experts in the field of monetary pol- 
icy. Technically these four will be Rank of 
England appointments. In practice they 
will be Mr Brown appointees, for in the real 
world the Bank is unlikely to opt for anyone 
the Chancellor doesn't approve of 
At this juncture it is hard to tell wbether- 
any of this is much of an improvement on 
the present arrangements. The City is cer- 
tainly right to believe that in practice they 
may well not be — that they could mark a 
retreat in progress towards mil Bank ofEt^- 


land independence rather than an evolution 
towards iL This is why. Bolstered by his 
countil of eminent economists, it will be 

much easier for the Chancellor to ignore or 
sideline the Governor’s advice on monetary 
policy. If the Chancellor disagrees with the 
Bankybe can point to his council and daim 
they are more right than the Governor. 

Moreover, the formation of a monetary 
committee -half-staffed by outsiders risks 
homogenising and diluting the advice he gets 
from the Governor. The idea of having the 
outsiders is a reasonable one in theory for 
il is intended to make the Bank's advice an 
these matters more representative. The 
concern with advice as presently formnlaied 

is that it is determined by loo small a clique 
of Bank insiders, who are unduly influenced 
by the prejudices of financial-markets. 

There’s another side to the coin here, 
however. At this stage in Britain's attempt 
to throw away the habits of a lifetime and 
establish credfoility as a low-inflation econ- 


omy, it is actually necessary for the Gover- 
nor to be hawkish in his views, to err con- 
stantly on the side of caution and to advise 
strongly against ride taking in monetary pol- 
icy. The outsiders are likely to be more bal- 
anced and doveish in their approach, if not 
quite as reckless as some in the City fear they 
may be. It can readily be seen that the effect 
of the two initiatives - council and commit- 
tee - may well be to produce a dangerous, 
Treasury-inspired fudge in decision-making. 
Indeed it is entirely reasonable for the City 


to suspect that this is actually Mr Brown's 
intention here. 

AD that guff about the Bank needing to 
“earn” its independence, as if the Bank is 
more likely to play fast and loose with mon- 


etary policy than the Treasury, is actually 
for saying by all means let's have an 


code 


independent Bank, but not yet. These 
arrangements are no substitute for an inde- 
pendently determined monetary policy. 
They should be seen for what they are - a 
clever way of perpetuating the status quo 
and for rooting pewer where the politicians 
Uke it to be - firmly in their own hands. 


Lord Weinstock’s 
missed chance 


of GEC, settles into retirement, 
there win be one regret that continues to play 
on his mind - why on earth didn't he buy 
British Aerospace fhxyeais agp when he had 
the chance? So bombed out and distressed 
did the company then seem, that be proba- 
bly could have picked it up at httlc more than 
£2 a share. Furthermore, the company was 
in such a parlous financial state, that he could 
convincingly have argued that without him 
there was a fair chance of the company go- 


ing under - in other words that the Ministry 

Oft 


Defence and the competition authorities 
should lift their objections to the creation 
of such a defence monster for the sake of 


safeguarding jobs and technology. Quite why 
he didn't will have to await the judgement 
of the several biographies now being writ- 
ten on the great man. Whatever the reason, 
it was with the benefit of hindsight- a quite 
spectacular piece of ill-judged caution. 
British Aerospace shares now trade at more 
than £12 and the company has earned a well- 
deserved reputation as the gulden boy of the 
European defence sector. Luck and politics 
have played a fair part in that transforma- 
tion. Barely a (by goes by when Sir Richard 
Evans doesn’t thank his hieky stars that he 
sold Rover to BMW; thereby off-kwding what 
would now be a huge problem were it still 
in the BAe stable. But there has also been 
hard graft and painful decisions. 

The challenge for the future is going to 
be to build cm this success in what contin- 
ues to be a rapidly shrinking world defence 
market. Pushing through the incorporation 
of Airbus is only a small pin of the restruc- 
turing that BAe now needs to spear head in 
Europe’s still fragmented and deeply inef- 
ficient aerospace industry. 


Of ‘superwomen 5 
and super-bears 


'of the main indices last year, yesterday's 
annual WM Company survey 1 reveals. But the 
funds that track the index was 


margin over 
rather small. 


So small that it mokes a very unimpres- 
sive justification for the cost of on army of 
I highly paid Nicola Horhcks in the active pen- 
' sion fund management industry. 

For example, the survey found that in UK 
equities the average return was only 16.8 per 
cent, a tiny margin over the 16.7 per cent 
gain for the FTSE All-Share index. Never- 
theless. it was still a good year for many- 
active managers, particularly the smaller 
funds whose stock-picking skills took them 
well ahead of the UK index. There were 
some misses. 

For example, most fund managers looked 
a bit sillv by reducing their exposure to the 
US market, which promptly took off again 
instead of the predicted collapse. But \VM 
Company takes a long-term view of this 
apparent mistake. 

"There may be a parallel in Japan during 
the late 1980s, when funds were left signif- 
icantly below index weight by selling into the 
rising market,’’ said Peter Warrington, a 
director. 

“When the Japanese market corrected, 
this proved a wise strategy. Many expect the 
same situation to be demonstrated in North 
America shortly-" 

The other mistake made by some, to move 
out of UK equities too early, was not 
repeated across the market. There was only 
a gradual rise last year in cash holdings The 
super-bears like PDFM will eventually he 
right. But for UK stocks, it is hard to make 
a ease that their timing was wise. 


Renewed Greenspan 
fears rattle markets 
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Rupert Comwefi 

Washington 


The chairman of the Federal 
Reserve, Alan Greenspan, rat- 
tled wedd markets yesterday by 
voicing anew his misgivings 
about suigin g share prioesm the 
United- States, and giving his 
dearest warningyet that inter- 
est rates might have to rise soon 
to keep inflation at bay. 

Within minutes of his re- 
marks, delivered in his regular 
twke-yeariy report cm the econ- 
omy to the Senate Banking 

Committee, , the Dow had 
plunged more' than 100 points, 
while the 30-year Tleasuiy bond 
fell more than a poinL 
Both markets recouped part . 
of. thejpsses later. But by, lpm, 
the Dow- was down over 87 
points, more than 1 per cent 
In London the FT-SE 100 in- 
dex ended more than 15 points 
down at 4,3293. This was up 
from its low and only 33 points 
below its record. 

As ever, Mr Greenspan's 
utterances were dry and Del- 
phic, as he listed the reasons the 
US economy had lately per- 
formed so well, combining sol- 
id growth with low inflation: 
“Even 1 must admit that onr 
economic prospects in general 
are quite avourable.” 

Among the reasons he gave 
were a. strong dollar which 



Man Greenspan: 
counsels caution 


History 


braked imported inflation, a Ho- 
gering job market insecurity 
that had tempered wage de- 
mands, and big profit margins 
that allowed companies to ab- 
sorb higher costs without rais- 
ing prices. 

But be added in the next 
breath, that while the central 
bank still expected US inflation 
to stay below 3 per cent in 1997, 
these special factors could well 


temporary. And, he 
ited, given the tune required 
for interest rate changes to 
work through into the economy, 
what would be the Fed’s first 
raise in short term rates since 
1 February 1995 could be just 
around the comer. 

“A pre-emptive policy tight- 
ening,” he said, “may become 
appropriate before any sign of 
actual higher inflation becomes 
evident” 

Mr Greenspan seemed most 
concerned however by the ram- 
pant stock market, which last 
week breached the 7,000 barri- 
er, a rise of some 10 per cent 
since he famously proclaimed 
last December his £mis over “ir- 
rational exuberance" in the eq- 
uity market. 

Yesterday, he seemed to be 
making another attempt to talk 
{vices down without using the 
big stick of higher interest rates. 
Caution, he declared, seemed 
“especially warranted” over the 
sustained advance in prices. 
Referring explicitly to ms pre- 
vious warning which markets 
brushed aside in barely 24 
hours, he re-iterated that “mere 
are reasons in the current en- 
vironment to keep this question 
on the table”. 

More specifically, he cast 
doubt on the fashionable belief 
that fundamental changes in 
economic conditions - global 


competition and new informa- 
tion technology are the two 
most often cited - justified the 
surge in stock prices. There 
might be reasons to believe in 
something “fundamentally 
new.” 

But, he went on, “history is 
strewn with visions of such “new 
eras’ that in the end have 
proven to be mirages. In short, 
history counsels caution. Such 
caution may be especially war- 
ranted with regard to the sharp 
rise in equity prices during tire 
past two years.’' 


words have strengthened the 
chances the Fed's interest rate 


steering committee will opt for 
a small increase in the Fed 
binds rate - currently at 535 per 
cent - when it next meets on 25 
March. If not then, most ana- 
lysts expect a move before June. 

Even so, the central bank 
reckons the current steady ex- 
pansion will continue. 

Its 1997 forecast predicts 
growth of between 2 and 225 
per cent, and an unemployment 
rate of 53 per cent or less for 
the rest of the year. 

In the UK gilts were bit more 
than shares by Mr Greenspan's 
warning But a £23bn auction 

earlier m the day was^mod- 
erate success, subscribed just 
under two times. 


Battle for a stable currency: it all started in 1797 



The pound in your pocket In 1797 the Bank of England stopped changing notes into gold 
and later issued £1 and £2 notes for the first time. The exhibition ‘From Gold to Paper 
Currency’ which opens today at the Bank of England Museum, London EC2, tells the story 


Fall in import 
prices keeps lid 
on 



gap 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Britain’s trade was not as far in 
the red as expected in Decem- 
ber and January thanks to 
falling import prices. The figures 
sent the pound higher on the 
foreign exchanges, despite agns 
the strong currency has started 
to bold back export volumes. 

Exports amounted to £845m 
less than imports in December, 
compared with a November 
shortfall of more than £lbn. 
Hade with the EU showed the. 
biggest improvement, more 
than. halving to £205m. 

In 1996 as a whole, the trade 
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deficit, as the Labour Party 
was swift to point out. 

The deficit with countries 
o utsid e the EU narrowed from 
£640m in December to £398m 
last month, the lowest figure 
since March 1995.. - • 
Although yesterday’s figures 
were far better than feared, 
analysts warned the underlying 
trends were unfavourable. The 
latest figures were flattered by 
an increase of more than £200id 
in the surplus of oil exports over 
imports. This dimbed to £664m, 

its highest since die oil pore col- 
lapsed in 1986. 

Excluding oil and other 
erratic items, the whole world 
deficit increased by nearly 
£300m to £1.94bn in December. 
But the non-EU trade gap 
showed an improvement in 
January even excluding these 
items. . 

A second helpfol factor to the 
trade gap was the contribution 
strong pound has made 


to foiling import prices - a 
temporary phenomenon econ- 
omists call the “J -curve effect”. 
Import prices declined by 25 
per cent in the final quarter of 
last year. 

The trends in volumes of 
underlying imports and exports 
were not encouraging. Al- 
though both EU mid non-EU 
exports climbed in the latest 
month, this followed asbarp de- 
cline the previous month. In the 
final quarter of last year the vol- 
ume of exports was virtually un- 
changed while the volume of 
imports climbed by 1 per cent 
‘ The Office for National Sta- 
tistics said the erratic pattern 
made it hard to estimate tire 
trend, but the whole-world 
deficit seemed to be narrowing. 
Some City economists were 
gloomier, in the light of recent 


business surveys indicating that 
uders m 


export orders have dropped. 

“While we might continue to 
get pleasant surprises in the 
trade figures through the first 
half of this year, a marked de- 
terioration is in prospect in the 
second half,” said Adam Cole 
of James CapeL 
Companies ranging from 
Courtaulds yesterday to EMI, 
Glaxo Wellcome, ICI and 
British Steel in recent weeks 

complained that the level of the 
pound has made business 
tougher. 

1 Although yesterday s figures 
showed that exports have not yet 
started to decline, many econ- 
omists t hink this is only a mat- 
ter of time if sterling remains 
near its current level- 
The pound climbed about 
two pfennigs against the mark 
yesterday, toend at DM2.7590. 1 


Energis cries foul over BT’s LB merger 


Chris Godsmark 


Energis, the fast-growing tele- 
phones operator owned by 
National 


unex- 
pectedly lodged a formal 
objection with the US tele- 
communications regulator 


£13bnmergerwith die American 
long-distance carrier MCL 
It also emerged that Energis 
has submitted simihxly critical 
arguments to the European 
Commission, which is also in- 


about the merger and its move 
harks the campaign launched in 
the US by MQ’s bitter rival, 
AT&T 

In its letter to the US regu- 
lator, the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission (FCC), 
Energis argues that the British 
^mne market is not as free as 


one of the Erst of BT’s British 
rivals to complain formally 


has claimed. Echoing 
AT&T’s complaints about ob- 
stacles facing its UK operations, 
the submission says BT is “still 
the dominant playerwith 92 per 
cent of residential .lines and a 
similar proportion of business 
lines." 

The submission attacks the 


British system which enables 
competing long distance phone 
companies to pay to get access 
to homes using BT’s dominant 
local network, a principle 
known as “indirect access". 

Customers with companies 
such as Energis and AT&T 
have to dial a three -figure code 
from their BT phone to access 
these rival networks, and receive 
two sets of bills. In contrast the 


nn- 

ere 

dial 


an access code and only receive 
a bm fr om their chosen long-dis- 
tance supplier. 


Mike Grabzner, Energis chief 
executive, said: “It’s wrong to 
see the UK market as fully lib- 
eralised. It is uot and (his is a 
critical weakness. Without 
equal access we cannot address 
the residential market directly, 
so the problem is ahsolntely fun- 
damental. It stops us getting into 
the residential market.” 

He said the indirect access 
regime would prevent Energis 
customers from enjoying the 
variety of different billing 
options and med al call services 
supplied by BT As a result, Mr 
Grabiner argued, Energis had 
decided to concentrate its 


efforts solely on the business 
market, where hi-tech switch- 
boards can overcome some of 
these drawbacks. 

The latest move is likely to 
add to pressure on both BT and 
the UK industry regulator, Don 
Cruickshank. BT has claimed 
that the UK market is the most 
open in the world and has been 
strongly backed by Mr Cruick- 
shank. In a speech in Wishing- 
ton recently he defended his 
regulatoiy record, arguing that 
indirect access was the only way 
to encourage the cable compa- 
nies to invest in rival local 
telephone networks. . 


BA deal 
to end 
‘Spanish’ 
practices 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


As part of a plan to save British 
Airways nearly £1 75m leaders 
of ground staff at Heathrow 
have accepted the need 10 erad- 
icate old “Spanish practices’’ 
and freeze pay, according to in- 
ternal documents. 

Representatives of baggage 
handlers at the airport believe 
workers will have to accept 
electronic devices to monitor 
attendance and punctuality and 
will have to forego pay rises for 
two years from January 1998. 

Union leaders are to hold 
workplace ballots over the next 
few (fays to assess support for 
the proposals, which are part of 
the company’s drive to save 
£lbn by the year 2000. 

The work practices at Heath- 
row are seen by critics as one of 
the last bastions in Britain of 
“Spanish practices”, which in- 
clude being paid for full shifts 
when fewer hours are worked. 
According to company sources, 
employees are sometimes paid 
for shifts they do not wort 

Internal documents make it 
clear that these new work prac- 
tices must be introduced with- 
out industrial action, therefore 
amounting to a no-strike pact. 

In return for the concessions 
management has given an as- 
surance that the ground handling 
operation will not be “out- 
sourced" for the nest three years. 

Baggage handling was seen as 
one of the most vulnerable 
parts of BA to external com- 
petition. Company papers make 
it dear that the jobs guarantee 
will be continually reviewed. If 
costs and service performance 
compare unfavourably with 
competing baggage handling 
companies the operation would 
be given 60 days to improve or 
face contracting out after a 
further 30 days. 

George Ryde, national offi- 
cial of the Transport and Gen- 
eral Workers’ Union, refused to 
comment on the situation at 
Heathrow. A BA spokesman 
said TGWU representatives of 
ground staff bad accepted pro- 
posals to bring departmental 
costs into line with competitors. 


Chief executive quits as Pace 
shares plunge by 44 per cent 


Nigel Cope 


Pace Micro Technology 


One of the joint chief executives 
of Pace Micro Systems left the 
company with immediate effect 
yesterday after the satellite 
decoder manufa cturer stunned 

investors with its second profits 
warning this month. 

Bany Rubeiy, who made 
£50m£rom the compaity’s flota- 
tion last summer, has ceased to 
be a director due to “irrecon- 
cilable differences of manage- 
ment style” with the rest of the 
board. 

The shares plunged 44 per 
cent to S6p, their lowest point 
cincB the company’s flotation 
last June. Meed at 172p. they 
stood at 2415p as recently as 
November. . 

Yesterday the company said 
profits for toe second half of the 
financial year wonld be no 

better than the £10.2m achieved 

in the first Analysts are now 
forecasting full-year profits of 
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£18-2m to £20.4m cornt 
with earlier estimates of &4m. 

Pace blamed the warning on 
continuing uncertainties over 
broadcaster launch timetables. 

"Peter Morgan, chairman, said 
he would be take charge of the 
company in an executive 
capacity alongside David Hood, 
the founder and the other joint 
chief executive, while a 


replacement for Mr Rubery 
was sought. 

Mr Rubeiy, who had been 
involved with the company 
since its formation in 1982 .win 

loss of office. He was on a one- 
year contract and received a 
salary of £160,000 last year, plus 
a bonus of 25 per cent. 

Mr Morgan aid; "This is 
clearly a very serious situation 
but we believe digital broad- 
casting has a very good future. 
We are in take-off phase and 
some of that take-off has been 
deferred.” 

He denied the company bad 
been over-priced on flotation. 
He said the parting with Mr Ru- 
beiy bad been amicable and did 
not related to disagreements on 
strategy but management style. 
Mr Rubeiy sriD bolds a near 10 
per cent stake in the company 
and is unable to sell any shares 
until 2999. He could not be con- 
cacted yesterday. “I have no idea 


where he is,” Mr Morgan said. 

It is only three weeks since 
Pace Micro’s last profits warn- 
ing when it said slower sales of 
digital satellite receivers and the 
adverse effects of sterling’s 
strength would means there 
would be no over-performance 
on current-year budgets. Pace 
shares have been volatile as the 
market tried to second guess the 
timing of the BSkyB contracts 
to manufacturer the set-top 
boxes for digital television. Pace 
is on the shortlist along with 
companies such as Philips and 
Nokia. 

Pace said yesterday that any 
possible set-top box contract 
had never been included in 
this year's profits forecasts. “I 
cannot even speculate on 
whether we will be successful ” 
Mr Morgan said. 

Pace was one of the most 
popular flotations of last year 
and was priced far higher than 
original expectations. 


Emirates 
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Don’t worry, the office can’t call you, bat you can 
call anyone you like. And if worth aren’t enough, 
every seal has a fax point too. 
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Buoyant 
Prudential 
committed 
to growth 


Nic Ckaitii 

Prudential yesterday renewed its 
long-term ’commitment to ex- 
pansion by acquisition in its key 
UK market, as it announced an 
8.6 per cent increase in total 
operating profits to £873m in 
1996. 

But Sir Peter Davis, the com- 
pany's group chief executive 
dampened down hopes of an 
imminent takeover raid on a 
building society, arguing: “We 
can't see value in that from a 
shareholder perspective.’’ 

The company said its total 
profits before lax were £1.6bn 
last year, up from £1.04bn in 
1995. The Pro’s profits rise was 
boosted W £766m realised by 
the sale of its reinsurance arm. 
Mercantile & General, to Swiss 
Re last year. 

Sir FeLer said yesterday the 
disposal of Mercantile & Gen- 
eral, plus the launch of a bank- 
ing arm, meant the Pro was 
focusing even more on markets 
it believed were crucial to its 
long-term success. This includ- 
ed an acquisition strategy in 
areas reflecting its long-term 
ambitions in the market. 

Sir Peter said: “Wfe have re- 
cently submitted an offer for 
Scottish Amicable. This com- 
pany has a respected brand 
name and significant presence 


in the independent financial ad- 
viser market in the UK and, if 
successful the acquisition 
would enhance ourcote UK op- 
erations.” 

He refused to comment on 
further targets, especially in 
the building society sector. 

“We said IS months ago that 
we were wanted to buy a life 
company with an IFA pres- 
ence. We indicated 12 months 
ago that we might be interest- 
ed in adding a branch network 
alongside our new banking op- 
eration. But at the moment we 
are concentrating on share- 
holder value. The time is not 
right.” 

Prudential’s continuing 
growth came as the company 
announced that it is currently 
processing more than £100m in 
mortgage applications for its 
new home loans and banking 
subsidiary, bundled in October, 
which has also taken £98m in 
deposits. 

Sir Peter said the seemingly 
slow start lay in the Phi's un- 
willingness to roll out its prod- 
ucts across the entire salesforce 
until they are fully trained. 

Jackson National Life, the 
Pro’s US subsidiary, recorded 
operating profits up 35 per 
cent to $5 12m (£350m), 
achieved through dive rsificatio n 
both of its product range and 
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Big Is beautiful: Jonathan Bloomer, Prudential financial director (left) and Sir Peter 
Davies, chairman, as yesterday's results were announced Photograph: FT Pictures 


distribution network. The Pru- 
dential also announced that it 
is paying a record £l.Sbn in 
bonuses on its UK with-profits 
policies. For 10-year policies 
with monthly payments of £50, 
payouts of £9,274 involve a 
drop in returns from 8£ per cent 
last year to 8.4 per cent in 
1997: However, maturing 25- 


year policies with the same 
premium will pay £101*215, a 
13.1 per cent rate of return, up 
from 13 per cent in 1996. 

Jim Sutcliffe, chief execu- 
tive of Prudential UK, said: “We 
have increased payouts for the 
majority of our customers and 
maintained the payouts for 
many others.” 


The company added that ne- 
gotiations with the Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
over the ownership of so-called 
orphan assets, announced last 
year, were continuing. 

Analysts have daimed the Pro 
could release between £5 00m 
and £3 bn to shareholders from 
its orphan asses. 


New bid trumps Siebe offer for Whessoe 


Magnus GHmond 

Whessoe, the Darlington-based 
instrumentation group, yester- 
day unexpectedly found itself at 
the centre of a contested 
takeover battle after two con- 
tinental groups launched a 
£5 2.6m rival offer to the £46m 
deal only recently agreed with 
the Siebe engineering giant. 

Seatex Garex, a Norwegian 
navigation systems group soon 
to be renamed Navi a, and En- 
dress & Hauser, a Swiss maker 
of process controls, have 

In Brief 


teamed up to make a joint bid 
at 175p a share, well above the 
155p whi ch the W hessoe board 
backed a fortnight aga. The con- 
sortium scooped up a 10.6 per 
cent stake at 175p in its target 
yesterday from its three leading 
institutional shareholders, 
M&G, Aberforth and PDFM. 
the fund management arm of 
UBS, the Swiss bank which is 
advising the bidders. 

News of the bid prompted a 
27p rise in Whessoe ’s share 
price to lS4p yesterday as the 
market anticipated Siebe re- 


turning with a higher offer. 
Siebe would only say it was con- 
sidering its options and 'Would 
make a statement in due course. 

The move by the continental 
groups follows an approach by 
Seatex to Whessoe in Novem- 
ber 1995 for its Aulronica off- 
shoot, a marine automation 
and fire detection business 
which, like Seatex, is based in 
Donbeim, Norway. The Nor- 
wegian group later teamed up 
with Endress and earlier this 
month entered discussions with 
the Siebe board in an attempt 


to gain a recommendation for 
a -bid for the whole group. 
These talks lapsed after Siebe 
announced what was at was at 
that stage a higher offer. 

Christopher Fleetwood, 
Whessoe’s chief executive, de- 
scribed the latest move as “a 
slightly unusual turn of events’’. 
The latest bid would have to be 
considered by the board before 
it reported back* to share- 
holders, he said. 

The recent share price per- 
formance represents a remark- 
able rebound from the six-year 


low of 86 _5p hit last December 
after the group unveiled a 57 per 
cent foil in profits tx> £560,000 
in its first full-year since with- 
drawing from its former engi- 
neering businesses. Analysts 
are expecting profits to re- 
bound to around £4m this year, 
which the consortium said 
meant its offer was worth over 
22 times expected earnings. 

Mr- Fleetwood said around 
half the group's revenues would 
be derived from new products 
fay 1998, including a large num- 
ber expected to fit the market 


• Louis de Bievre, a member of the managing board of ABN 
Amro, the Dutch bank which owns UK broker Hoare Govett, 
resigned yesterday after his wife was linked to an insider deal- 
ing case. ABN Amro said the case involved Mr De Bievre’s wife 
who, in 1992, had traded shares in a listed company when she 
knew of “certain specific” information about the company as a 
result of comments by her husband The matter was settled out 
of court and ABN Amro said the public prosecutor had informed 
it that it was Mr De Bievre’s wife, and not Mr De Bievre, who 
was guilty of insider dealing. “The managing board Tespects Mr 
De Bievre ‘s decision and regrets that his long and successful 
career with the bank has ended in this way,” ABN Amro said. 

Jill IVeanor 

• The proportion of industrial companies following the recom- 
mendations of the Cadbury report on corporate governance and 
appointing non-executive chairmen has risen from 63 per cent to 
72 per cent in the past year, according to a report published today. 
The latest survey on non-exccutivc director practice and fees from 
tire remuneration advisers Monks Partnership also shows that 47 
per cent of companies have increased the fees paid in that time. 
Non-executive directors. other than part-time chairmen and deputy 
chairmen, sow fees rise by about £2,000, to £15,000 for smaller com- 
panies and £24,000 for those with turnover of £lbn or more. Fees 
in financial organisations were roughly in line. Roger Tkapp 

• Sixty per cent or UK financial directors believe that exter- 
nal auditors should do more to detect fraud within their or- 
ganisations. according to a survey by Reed Accountancy 
Personnel in assicalion with the newspaper Accountancy Age. 

• ED&F Man Group has agreed to acquire Cargill Incorporated’s 
molasses and animal liquid products division for $48 -5m 
(£30ml in cash. The company said the acquisition of MLPD was 
expected to be caroings-enhancing in the first full year of own- 
ership. In addition, it will also acquire the inventory and trade 
receivables of MLPD. which arc estimated to be about $50m- 
MLPD operates from 13 terminal sites in the US and five in 
the UK. It also has facilities in Italy, Germany, Spain and the 
Philippines. 

• Zeneca Group is to invest £22m to expand and upgrade its 
pyrethroid manufacturing units in Huddersfield. The investment 
will support the strong worldwide demand for the company’s 
Force. Karate and Icon insecticides, increasing capacity and man- 
ufacturing flexibility, a spokesman said. 

•The Bank of England said the Government’s auction of £L5bn 
of S per cent Treasury stock due 2021 was covered by bids 1.93 
times. The lowest accepted price was £106^33. with an equiv- 
alent yield of 739 per cent. The highest accepted price was 
£1117-'.^:. yielding 737 per cent. Total bids received amounted 
to £4.824bn. 

• Famngfbrd said it was in discussions which it believed were 
likely to lead to the reverse takeover of Lingfield Park 1991, 
the operator of Lingfield racecourse. The consideration would 
be partly satisfied by the issue of new ordinary shares at a price 
of around IOp each, the company said. The majority shareholder 
in Lingfield, TJH Group, is also a substantial shareholder in Far- 
ringford and the acquisition would therefore be subject to the 
approval of independent shareholders. Famngfard’s shares were 
suspended at 14p. 

• ME PC. the property company, will move its headquarters in 
early 1998 and outsource its non-core facilities management and 
site-based staff in order to concentrate its high-quality facili- 
ties management on those buildings where this level of service 
dearly adds value. The outsourcing involves 340 properties and 
affects 400 staff. “Terms have been agreed with Nelson Bakewell 
and Jones Lang Woalton to lake on approximately half this total 
{properties]. The remainder will be dealt with over the next three 
months," MEPC said. 


Barclays’ £300m share 
buy-back comes unstuck 


J31 Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Barclays yesterday failed in its 
attempt to buy back £30 Orb 
worth of shares, with institu- 
tional investors apparently wary 
of the bank's volatile share 
price in recent days and because 
of the abolition of tax-breaks 
announced by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer last autumn. 

The bank only managed to 
pick up around £100m worth of 
shares. Martin Taylor, chief ex- 
ecutive of Barclays, said he was 
surprised “we didn't get more 
stock offered”. 

Until Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, made his move, in- 
stitutions could reclaim 20 per 
cent tax because share buy- 
backs were treated as dividend 
payments. 

Mr Taylor said the reluc- 
tance of investors to offer their 


shares for sale may also have 
been affected by the fact that 
Barclays' staff share scheme 
had been buying up shares last 
week. That may have had the 
effect of “sweeping up loose 
stock”, Mr Thylor said. 

Barclays paid £1137 each 
for the 921 million shares it re- 
purchased yesterday - a pre- 
mium of around 1 percent over 
Tuesday’s dosing price. Shares 
in Bazdays dosed at £1 127p, in> 
5p on the day, off higher levek 
seen in early trade when the 
buy-back was first announced. 

“While it is encouraging in 
many ways that there were not 
enough sellers of shares at the 
current price to enable us to 
complete our planned purchase 
this mo rning , we remain com- 
mitted to returning capital to 
shareholders and shall be look- 
ing to buy further shares as ap- 
propriate," Mr T&ylor said. 


Last week, when the bank an- 
nounced record profits of 
£235bn, Mr Taylor said the 
bank had £500m of surplus 
funds that would be returned to 
shareholders. 

Mr Taylor said that the bank 
would have been able to buy 
back more than the £100m it 
managed to yesterday if it been 
prepared to bid a higher price. 
“It seemed to be a better deal 
to take £100m at l,137p and 
draw a line there,” he said. 

This was Barclays fourth buy- 
back in recent years, collectively 
returning around £l.lbo to 
shareholders. Barclays believes 
buy-backs are an efficient way 
to maximum returns to share- 
holders because they enhance 
earnings per share. 

In 1995, Barclays bought 
back £180m of shares, followed 
by £306m in February 1996 
and £470m in August 1996. 
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Capital Shopping 
offers a haven in 
uncertain times 


■foaynarlikelytobcbesetwiih 
political uncertainly and for- 
eign currency worries, property 
and retailing should be two 
safe havens for investors, par- 
ticularly given the current 
buoyancy in shop sales. Al- 
ready, those who climbed 
aboard Capital Shopping Cen- 
tres, which owns prime retail 
property assets like Thurrock 
Lakeside and Gateshead 
MetroCentre, have enjoyed a 
remarkable 73 per cent return 
on their investment in 1996, in- 
rihidtng dividends. In the space 
of less than three years since 
the group floated at 23 Op a 
share, CSC has become the 
fourth-biggest property com- 
pany on the stock market. 

Yesterday the shares edged 
down 23p to 394p, just off 
their hi g h , despite the an- 
nouncement of fully diluted 
net assets per share up by a 
quarter to 315p in the year to 
December -well above most 
forecasts from analysts, who 
were wrong-footed by a shift 
in yields. 

That happened at the time 
of the group £203m rights 
issue of convertible bonds in 
November. Until then, the 
growth in CSCs net assets had 
been driven almost entirely by 
its ability to squeeze ever- 
higher rentals out of an ex- 
panding portfolio. But valuers 
have been nervous about the 
continuing lack of strength in 
the market and have been re- 
luctant to apply yields much 
below 7 per cent to those rent 
figures. However, recent deals 
- notably the sale earlier this 
year of the Gyle shopping 
centre in Edinburgh to Marks 
& Spencer on a yield below 63 
per cent - have seen a move 
towards lower vahies for prime 
property. Although the dif- 
ference Is small applying this 
. Ming yield to CSCs rising 
rental value, taking account of 
a 31 per cent rise-in rental in- 
come to £113m last year, 
meant Thurrock alone repre- 
sented almost half the £217m 
increase in the portfolio to 
£138bn by December. 

There should be plenty 
more to go for. Construction 


has only just started on the 
£25 0m shopping centre at 
Braehead in Glasgow, yet two- 


thirds of the 600,000 sq ft de- 
velopment is already pre-leL 
The net addition to tne port- 
folio that could give on com- 
pletion in two years could be 
worth £100m or 25p a share. 


Underpinning all tins is the 
continuing strength of tne re- 
tail sector. CSC centres m the 
South typically saw sales 
growth in double figures last 
year, well ahead of last year s 
Government figure of 7 per 
cent. Despite a slightly disap- 
pointing Christmas, the strong 

trend has continued and yields 
are almost certain to fell fur- 
ther as a result. 

CSC’s shares trade on a L! 

per cent premium to net assets, 
against an average of 5 per rent 

for the sector. But if Mees Pier- 
son’s forecast net asset value 
of 355p by the year-end b 
borne out, they are not out at 
line. Keep holding on. 

Vardon looks 
healthier 

Vardon's range of leisure 
attractions doesn’t include a 
roller-coaster, but its shares 
have done their best to provide 
shareholders with that stom- 
ach-lurching brand of excite- 
ment. Worth 137p last May, 
they plunged to a low of 79p 
following disappointing inter- 
ims last September and have 
bounced back since to 112p 
yesterday, up 23p. 

The problems afflicting the 
interims were in evidence at 

the full-year stage reported yes- 
terday but the market is more 
relaxed now that the right 
measures have been taken to 

S ut Vbrdon's house in order. 

trip out the distorting effect 
of last year's acquisition of the 
Archer health dubs and un- 
derlying profits were up 12 per 
cent, arguably a better measure 

than the 30 per cent increase 
in reported pre-tax profits to 
£ll.&n (£9.1m), if not quite as 
telling as flat earnings per 
share of 7^p (7.6p). The well- 
covered dividend rose another 
15 per cent to L9p. 

. The Sea Life Centres to 
London Dungeon Attractions 
division continued to suffer 
from the tiredness of its resort 
aquariums and the impact of 
terrorism, road and rail works 
on the Dungeon theme park 
on the South Bank. A new tele- 
vision advertising campaign, 
beefed up management and 
consumer promotions, how- 
ever, have already started re- 
versing declining admissions. 

Bingo reported a like-for- 
like admissions drop of 7 per 


Capital Shopping Centres : At a glance 
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cent in the year, which the 
company maintains is a better 

performance than its 
managed m the same 

Here too the worst of the im- 
pact from the lottery, especially 
its scratch cards. » over. 

The key strategic move ot 
the vear was Vardon s entry 
into health and hrfeurc dute 
where it bought the Metro- 
politan chain of private clubs 
together with a raft of contracts 
toron public gyms for local au- 
thorities, which arc increasingly 
contracting out this sort of 
peripheral operation. Health 
dubs give \fordon access to me 
fastest-growing part of the 
leisure market and it is di- 
recting half its capital expen- 
diture at this division this year. 

On the basis of forecast 
profits before tax of £l53m 
this year and earnings per 
share of S3p, the shares trade 
on a prospective p/e ratio of 13. 
That sort of discount to the sec- 
tor is fair enough, but the 
outlook is brighter and the 
shares are a hold. 

CU finds the 
going tough 

Full-year figures from Com- 
mercial Union, like the curate’s 
egg, were good in parts, and 
the 233p rail in the shares to 
6663p had more to do with the 
way in which the company 
knocked cm the head the froth 
surrounding recent takeover 
speculation and, in particular, 
a deal with BAT. 

The company’s own bearish 
view of the immediate pros- 
pects for motor and household 
insurance business in the UK, 
where it is continuing to defend 
its margins at the expense of 
losing market share, also wor- 
ries some analysts. 

Operating profits down 13 
per cent to £444 m were quite 
reasonable given the withering 
effect of a strong pound on the 
overseas profits of a company 
which does 74 per cent of its 
business overseas, and most of 
that in France, the Netherlands 
and the US. Continuing com- 
petition almost halved the 
contribution from UK general 
insurance, while the doubling 
of bad weather claims in the 
US virtually wiped out profits. 

Lurking in the details were 
some sharply improved re- 
sults from Della Lloyd's life 
business in the Netherlands 
and general insurance of 
Groupe Victdre in France. UK 
life and pensions business is 
also buoyant. 

Some analysts were consid- 
ering adding £10m to forecasts 
for 1997 yesterday but the 
consensus view is that the 
company will do well to main- 
tain its 1996 profits this year. 
The UK insurance market is 
still tough. While insurers are 
stiD making profits from motor 
and household business the 
rating cycle is unlikely to turn 
up- The general election could 
dramatically weaken the 
pound, but it probably wiD not. 

The shares are still 20 per 
cent higher than they were six 
months ago. Without a bid pre- 
mium the group’s prospects 
look unexciting and the shares, 
priced at 16 times prospective 

earnings, look to be onty a dull 

hold. 


Standard closes Kenwood remains 
risky accounts on Pifco back burner 


Jill Treanor • 

Standard Chartered has made 
a big “pre-emptive strike” 
against possible defaults by 
closing 550 corporate accounts 
in Asia last year. A credit scor- 
ing system was used by the 
bank for the first time to decide 
the closures, which amounted to 
about 5 percent of its total cor- 
porate clients. 

Malcolm Williamson, chief 
executive, acknowledged that 
closing down accounts was a 
sensitive task. “It’s a case of en- 
couraging people to go else- 
where while they have a 
bankable prospect,” he said. Of- 
ten, the accounts were trans- 
ferred to local banks which felt 
more comfortable with the risk. 

News of the account clo- 
sures accompanied results for 
1996 from Standard, which is a 
specialist Asian-Pacific bank 
based in London. It rfainwt the 
results showed it had achieved 
its ambition to double profits in 
three years by announcing a 32 
per cent rise to £870m before 


tax. Trading profits in the last 
three years have risen from 
£35Sm to £81 8m. 

The bank has undertaken 
extensive restructuring in the 
last couple of years, and has sold 
off business which it did not be- 
lieve would generate good 
profits, such as private banking. 

“We really think we’ve fin- 
ished the renovation and 
renewal,” Patrick Gfllam, chair- 
man of Standard, said yesterday. 

However, be said the bank 
would make investments this 
year and in subsequent years in 
die areas in which it had chosen 
to specialise in Asia, such as 
credit cards and cash manage- 
ment and custody business. For 
1997 alone it has earmarked 
£90m to £ 1 00m for investment, 
primarily in Asia, be said. 

Mr Gill am said Asia Pacific 
remained the most important 
region for the bank. The bank 
is one of only eight international 
banks with a licence to handle 
currency business in Shanghai. 

Standard shares closed up 
133p at 7833p last night. 


Nigel Cope 

The possibility of a Pifco 
takeover of Kenwood, the rival 
electrical appliances maker, 
appeared no nearer yesterday 
when it said it had still received 
no financial info rmati on from 
the target despite several re- 
quests. 

Kenwood remains in a bid 
atuation according to Takeover 
Panel rules. But the Pifco board 
repeated earlier statements 
that “we would need to receive 
certain financial information 
before we could consider mak- 
ing an offer”. 

“We want to keep all our op- 
tions open,” said Michael Web- 
ber, chairman. 

While Kenwood struggles in 
a competitive market, Pifco 
yesterday reported a 16 per cent 
increase in half-year pre-tax 
profits to £1. 82m. Acquisitions 
boosted the figure as underly- 
ing profits were dented by 
start-up costs relating to the de- 
velopment of the new Russell 
Hobbs Millennium kettle 


which uses a special fiat ele- 
ment to bring water to the boil 
in half the time. 

The kettle was launched in 
October and Pifco says it has 
been well received by con- 
sumers and the trade. A second 
new product which uses the 
Op tec element has been 
launched and two more mod- 
els are under development. 

Mountain Breeze, the air 
treatment and aromatherapy 
company acquired in Septem- 
ber, recorded losses of £85,000 
in the period. In order to re- 
store the business to prof- 
itability Pifco plans to close the 
UK production facilities in 
April and move the manufac- 
turing to two Pifco plants, one 
in Britain, the other in China. 

Pifco said Mountain Breeze 
would cause a short-term hit to 
profit but stressed its confi- 
dence that it would prove a 
good investment. 

Pifco 's group sales in the six 
months to 31 October were flat 
at £2l.7m. The dividend was in- 
creased by 9 per cent to 2Jp. 
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Share spotlight 


Institutions step iil'to temper the Greenspan factor 


It was the day Alan Greenspan 
nearly did it again. In Decem- 
ber comments by the US Fed- 
eral Reserve chairman’s about 
the “irrational exuberance" of 
the markets prompted an im- 
mediate sell-off in shares on 
both sides of the pond. 

That attempt to stop a rag- 
ing bull market in its trade 


' vided the mam focus for deal- 
: ers. Standard Chartered 
finned 13 jp to 783 op after 
posting 1996 profits at the top 



sumed their upward path. 

Yesterday Mr Greenspan 
had another go, with some suc- 
cess. In testimony to the US 
Senate, he hinud that US in- 
teresx rams may have to go up 
to check inflation and ques- 
tioned the sustainability of re- 
cent stock market strength. 

In response Wall Street 
dropped by over 100 points in 
early exchanges and London 
fell in sympathy, hitting a low 
of 4,316 before institutional 
buyers emerged to leave the 
FTSE-100 15.4 points adrift at 
4,329-3. 

Company resoles again pro- 


end ofthe range and raising its 
dividend by almost a third. SBC 
Warburg and SocGen were 
among the many brokers mak- 
ing positive noises about the in- 
vestment bank. 

Insurers were a 'mixed bag. 
Profits in line with market ex- 
pectatuxB saw the Prudential 
Corporation hang on to a 4Sp 
rain to dose at 567-Sp, but 
Commercial Union finished 
24p weaker at 66Gp amid dis* 
appointment that its stated 
net asset value of 545p was 55p 
below forecast- Gnarman Roy- 
al Eachang? was die weakest 
blue chip, down lOp ar273-5p 
on further consideration of 
this week’s results. 

GRPs apparent enthusi- 
asm for acquisitions, coupled 
with its relatively large-expo- 
sure to UK motor insurance 
business, makes the shares a 



market report 


PATRICK TOOHER 


sell according fo Japanese bro- 
ker Nikko. 

Barclays, 5p better at 
L.127p, was the most active 
stock with over 35 million 
shares changing hands as bro- 
kers Cazeoove and BZW went 
into to the market to buy back 
some of the bank’s shares (or 
cancellation. 

Away from financials one of 
the main talking points was 
Grand Metropolitan, down 
16^5p to 273 Jp on fears of a 
btnj^r price war being sparked 
by McDonald’s’ reported de- 
cision to slash the price of Big 
Mac from $1.90 to just 55 
cents in a bid to jump-start 
sales. Last year McDonald's 
operating profits in the US fell 


by 9 per cent John U&keiy, an- 
alyst at Lehman Brothers, 
thinks McDonald’s renewed 
focus on value - code for price 
cuts -could cost Grand Met’s 
Burger King f 15m both this 
year and next. 

That, he argues, raises the 
question of why Grand Met 
needs to own Burger King at 
all, not least because it oners 
no synergies with the rest of the 
food and drinks conglomerate 
and oSere investors Bttle or no 
upside. 

As a result, Mr ’A&kely ex- 
pects pressure for a Burger 
King spin-off to mount. One 
possible outcome is that if 
capital gains tax problems on 
disposal can be solved Grand 


Met could spend up to £2bn 
raised from a trade sale on buy- 
ing back its own shares. 

Leading media stocks were 
weak on vague talk that the 
proposed digital terrestrial 
television alliance between 
BSkyB. Carlton and Granada 
may run into regulatory prob- 
lems. BSkyBhabofadna a re- 
volt from several pub chains 
about the price k charges them 
to screen five Premier League 
football matches. BSkyB end- 
ed lOp lower at 610, Carlton 
doseci 16ilpoff at 46Q5p while 
Granada eased 2^pat S15 -5p. 

But the day's booby prize 
went to Face Mkro Technolo- 
gy. News of a second profits 
warning this month and the 
sudden resignation of joint 
chief executive Barry Rubexy 
sent the shares crashing 71p 
to 86p. The shares were as high 
as 241 -5p as recently as No- 
vember. Volume was a hefty 
19.5 million shares. 

■Baders expect the shares to 


bounce this morning on hopes 
that a contract to mute at least 
150,000 digital scl-top boxes for 
BSkyB will still be awarded. 

Merrill Lynch cut shares in 
paper maker David S Smith to 
ribbons as the broker slashed 
its forecasts to reflect cheaper 
continental paper prices. 

The shares hit a year low of 
252p. down 6p as Merrills not- 
ed urat prices for test liner and 
corrugated board are about 20 
per cent cheaper in Germany 
than the UK, causing signifi- 
cant import pressure for do- 
mestic producers such as 
Smith. Tne strength of sterling 
is another worry. 

As a result the US broker 
has lowered its pre-tax forecast 
for this year by £15m to £8Sm 
and trimmed the 19% estimate 
hark by £20m to £1 15m. 

Newcomer Aortech, the ar- 
tificial heart valve manufac- 
turer, made an pulsating stock 
market debut, closing 13.5p 
above thel2Sp placing price. 


Taking Stock 


0 Sapphires have been 
found in the Emerald Isle. 

O lex-listed Cambridge Min- 
eral Resources broke the 
news yesterday as It an- 
nounced plans to graduate to 
the AIM market next week. It 
said the discovery of small 
blue sapphires and diamond 
indicator materials In the Id- 
Lshvwen licence area of Co. 
Donegal were “highly promis- 
ing" and “augur well for the 
planned Future exploration 
programme”. The shares 
were unchanged at 16p. 

0 Shares in Hanover In- 
ternational closed a penny off 
their record high of 160p. 
Broker Greig Middleton reck- 
ons the hotel group, formed 
following the demerger from 
Bridgend Group, offers excel- 
lent value given significant 
upside potential in both room 
rate and occupancy. The 
prospective pfe ratio of 22 
fells to less than nine hi 1998. 
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Our price yardstick may not 

be giving good measure 


The Ir’n Chancellor in waiting, 

Gordon Brown, has committed 

a Labour government to stick- 
ing with the present 25 per cent 
inflation target. So far, so 
tough, but the pledge comes at 
a time when central bankers 
are increasingly uncertain 
about exactly what inflation is. 
It’s not that they are becoming 
less hawkish about price sta- 
bility, but rather that they 
think inflation is getting harder 
to measure. 

The starting point is the 
BoskmCommiaaonmiheUS. 
This group of dignified econ- 
omists recently published a 
report commissioned by the 
Senate's Finance Committee 
which claimed that consumer 



these inherent flaws, having an 
inflation target might be the 
wrong monetary policy. This is 


not just a matter of setting the 

lumber- 


price inflati on is overstated by 1 
Upe 


per cent a year. 

There were three main com- 
ponents of this upward bias the 
commission discovered in mea- 
sured inflation. One, the con- 
sumer price index does not take 
account of the fact that when 


the jnice of one good goes up 
itch to cheaper 


people will swi 
goods. If fish becomes dearer, 
people eat more chicken. Un- 
like Britain’s retail price index, 
whose components are up- 
dated once a year to take ac- 
count of this substitution and 
rhimging the US CPI 


Diane 

Coyle 

The idea of an 
inflation target 
could be on its 
way to 
becoming 
unworkable - 
just as Gordon 
Brown has 
embraced it 
wholeheartedly 


target at the wrong m 

say 23 per cent when it ought 
to be 33 per cent. There sa 
conceptual problem, too. 

This was eloquently ex- 
pressed by Alan Greenspan, 
the federal Reserve c hairman, 
in a speech in early Decem- 
ber*. It is worth quoting him 
at length. The problem ties in 
with the chairman’s interest in 


of winch they might use a tiny 
part and some nothing for re- 
peated use of more computer 
intelligence. 

Mr Greenspan went on to 
aigue that a general sense of the 
purchasing power of money 
over time remains, so mea- 


surementprocediireswifipTob- 
difficultjris 


does noL The Baskin Com- 
mission estimated that this 
adds 0.4 per cent a year to the 
measured price IeveL 

Secondly, far more shopping 
is dcnoe at discount stores, where- 
as the official price index takes 
no account of discounts. This 
adds about 0.1 per cent a year. 

Thirdly, as the quality of 
products improves, a grven 
price pays for more economic 
well-being. Although the price 
of a car has gone up, so has the 
amount of “car services” the 
consumer gains - better fuel 
economy, faster speeds, elec- 
tric windows and so on. 

New products also improve 
consumer living standards and 
price indexes typically miss 
the early falls in price and im- 
provements in standards linked 
to items like home computers 
or mobile phones. Although 


the American statisticians do 
take account of quality 
changes, the commission said 
this effect added another 0.6 
per cent a year to measured 
consumer price inflation. 

Like a large stone lobbed 
into a millpond, the Boskin re- 
port has sent ripples of excite- 
ment through the world of 
economics. Last March the 
Bank of England published a 
working paper fistunating that 
the “plausible range of bias” in 
the UK’s RPI was 035-0.8 per 
cent Following the Boston re- 



ward bias here might 
greater than they had thooghL 
Why the excitement? Surety 

it k a gnnri thing if inflati on has 

actually been Tower than we 
thought all along? The answer 
is that if measured inflation has 


the economy. 

“One factor that will con- 
tinue to complicate the task 
[monetary policy] is the in- 
creasing difficulty of p inning 
down the notion of what con- 
stitutes a stable general price 
level. When industrial product 
was the centrepiece of the 
economy during the first two- 
thirds of this century, our over- 
all price indexes served us 
welL Pricing a pound of elec- 
trolytic copper presented few 
definitional problems. The 
price of a ton of cold rolled 
steel, ora linear yard of cotton 
broad woven fabrics, could be 
reasonably compared over a 
period of years. 

“But as the century draws to 
a dose, the simple notion of 
price has turned decidedly am- 
biguous. What is the price of a 
unit of software or a legal opin- 
ion? How does one evaluate the 
price change of a cataract op- 
eration over a 10-year period 
when the nature of the proce- 
dure and its impact on the 
patient changes so radically?" 

One could take this fine of 
argument further. At the mo- 
ment computer software com- 
panies charge a price per 
software package. But most ex- 
perts think this cannot be sus- 
tained when software can be so 
freety copied around the In- 
ternet. A charge per use is ex- 
pected to become the pricing 
model. In theory, this would 
present no problems to the sta- 
tisticians. But h is hard to 
know what the price of a pro- 
gramme is now when some 
people pay $50 for a package 


ably improve. The 
what to make of the CPI or fiPI 
at a time when the range of 
goods and services available in- 
creases dramatically cb - there are 
sharp improvements in quality. 

Before getting too carried 
away with this, it is worth not- 
ing that the Boskin Report has 
some vociferous critics. In an 
article in the current issue of the 
New Jbrk Review of Books, Jeff 
Ma drick points OUt that irmrti 
ofchereport'sevideaoekanec- 
dcrtal rattier than analytical Tbe 
figures are based on conjecture 
- he quotes Zvi Griliches, a 
Harvard economist and mem- 
ber of the commission, de- 
scribing them as “squishy”. 

Kb addition, ho notes, the Bu- 
reau of Labour Statistics, which 
compiles the CPI, already 
makes quite a big adjustment 
for quality change. Without its 

inflation m 1995 woukThave 
been 4.7 per cent rather than 
the actual 25 per cent It might 
be considered stretching things 
to make another 0.6 per cent 
adjustment down. 

Tbe goods for which the 
quality issue is most relevant- 
new electronics products -ac- 
count for only about 2 per cent 
of consumer purchases. Be- 
sides, some quality changes 
work in the opposite direction. 
Some consumer goods, such as 
cheap household electrical 
items like toasters and kettles, 
have become shoddier and 
more disposable. 

Even so, Mr Greenspan's 
its a real dilemma 


believe an inflation target is on 
its way to becoming unworkable 
-just as Gordon Brown has em- 
braced it wholeheartedly. 


* Available at 
http:fyrww. bog. frb.fed. us 



sport 


Green Flag, the NCP-cwned 
roadside assistance company 
formerly known as National 
Breakdown, celebrated a 
quarter century of service this 
week with a sports promotion 
on the theme of speed. . 

The company wiD award 
£5,000 each to the fastest 
goalscorer in the Engjish and 
Scottish football leagues, the 
fastest ay-scorer in club 
Rngby Union, the fastest 50 in 
any of the county cricket com- 


and a fine for latecomers 

brink: TTieCrvenspa^ 

People & Business 

— - ■ ' — 6 T^lmthor himscH 


performance in athletics 1 
mg the coming seasons. 

Green Flag launched the 
wheeze with champagne, Ban- 
galore-brewed beer and birya- 
nis at the Bombay Brasserie 
in South Kensington. 

Following up their theme 
of prompt arrival, they 
offered n ee d y j ou r n os, who 
were forced to attend the 
function far from their usual 
watering holes, £10 if they ar- 
rived within 35 minutes of tbe 
start of the bash. This is the 
average time it takes Green 
Flag breakdown vans to get to 
stranded motorists, apparent- 
ly. They also fined anyone 
more than an hour late £10. 

I am pleased to say that no 
fewer than nine of the 36 
needy scribes who qualified 
for a free tenner promptly 
donated it to charity (rndndr- 
ing your own correspondent, 
of course). Another six late- 
comers agreed to be feed. 


Iain Cheyne, the solicitor 
turned banker at Lloyds TSB 
who negotiated the rescue 
three years ago of Canary 
Wharf and the Jubilee lane 
extension, is swapping his 
corporate work for the top 
job at Lloyds’ international 
banking division. 

Mr Cbeyoe, whose steely 
eyed inquisitorial style con- 
ceals a dry wit, is currently 
general manager of corporate 

and institutional banking. T-Tre 
new job will still be dealing 
with lending to companies, this 
time in places such as Latin 
America and New Zealand. 

He is also, for his tins, 
deploy chairman of Grestco, 
the automated share settle- 
ment system that has creaked. 
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^^e^uthor himscU te» 
achieved notoriety m wew 
York markets through- “the 
aSner Effect.” Mr Bcdm« 
has close contacts wth the 
Fed. inducting Mr Green* 
span, so when he writes _about 
the RscTs intentions on be* 
Market News Service, the 

markets move. 

In the book Mr Greenspan 
is portraj^d as an intellectual 
who cats, breathes and 
dreams economics. He spends 
much of his time ponngover 
obscure data about truck 
output prices in Des Moines 
and the tike. 

Heartening then, to leant 
that he once played I saxo- 

phone professionally, with the 
Henry Jerome swing band m 
the 1940s. n 
British Chancellor 
Clarke is also a keen jazz fan, 

and apparently regrets that 
he never got round to 'earn- 
ing how to play the sax. In 

view of Mr Greenspans 

startling ability to deliver low- 
inflationary growth, perhaps 
he should. 
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Flying start: Tony Underwood, the England rugby union 
wing, Is a front runner for the Green Flag ‘speed’ award 


into action over the last year. 

In 1994 he got a CBE for 
his role leading the 11-strong 
banking consortium which 
rescued Canary Wharf, The 
Independent's home, from 
bankruptcy. He also played a 
key part in negotiating with 
the Government over who 
should pay what for the 
Jubilee Lme extension, with- 
out which the Docklands 
development would remain a 
white elephant. The extension 
is due to open on time nett, 
year. 

When not putting the 


banking world to rights, Mr 
Cheyne, 54, relaxes with his 
second love, archaeology. 
F*f-h year he takes his trowel 
off to various classical sites in 
Greece. Perhaps he could kill 
two birds with one stone and 
open a branch there. 


Alan Greenspan, chairman of 
the Federal Reserve, warned 
about inflationary pressures yes- 
teiday and all the stock markets 
in the world took a dive. 

The sheer influence that 
Mr Greenspan wields is well 
charted in Back from the 


Philip Gibbs, the analyst spe- 
cialising in merchant banks 
who has come top of the 
rankings more tiroes than you 
could shake a stick at. is leav- 
ing BZW for Jupiter Asset 

Management. 

Having spent the last six 
and a half years at BZW, he 
feels that “fund management 
suits my skills — and it s a 
growth industry. Fm sad to 
leave BZW." 

John Duffield, the 
cardiganed eccentric who 
built Jupiter and sold it to 
Co mm erzbank, has kept his 
offices in Krughtsbridgc. so 
Mr Gibbs will have quite 
change of scene from the City 
when he moves in April. 

WHl he actually get his 
hands on managing funds? 
“Ill be advising on the finan- 
cial sector. We hope to launch 
a financial trust at some, 
stage,” he said. 
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Information professionals rank 
Financial Times in for ma t i on as the most 
im po rt a nt UK business i n for ma tion provider” 

ABMBaaHaUnwinSgnqrlSK, 


F inancial Times Information provides unKnr* infematkxi 
freon over 5,000 business sources m mp rk i i^ 43 million 
documents, as well as a database of 15 million securities 
and fundamental data gg quoted ccanpanies. 


For more i nformati on contact Andrcvr Huai txi +-44 171 825 3420, 
cr emait kJb@flcoin Rsrireerampies of our sovices, visa our^ website: 
bapjfnwj^oAaja/ 
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FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 
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Dunwoody makes off with 
Maguire’s Flagship ride 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Adrian Maguire was scrap ing 

his bottom on tbe emotional 
see-saw yesterday, looking up at 
Richard Dunwoody as he 
learned ins injuries win not 
only rule him Out of the Chet 
tenham Festival bur tbe rest of 
the season as weiL - 

The main beneficiary from his 
absence will be Magmre’s old- 
est adversary. Dunwoody, who 
is injured himself but will throw 
away his cratches in time ibr Na- 
tional Knit’s meaning,yester- 
dgrcoDeded tbe prime rules on 
Viking Flagship and Mulligan. 
He will also ride one of David 
Nicholson’s three Champion 
Hurdle entries, Sanmaztmo, 
RcDreel or Castle Sweep. 

The only anointment Mag- 
uire made yesterday was an- 
other for hospital. Tbe jockey 
was discharged from Leicester 
Royal Infirmary cm Tuesday af- 
ter fractming a humerus in a fell 
at the local racecourse, but the 
pain from the injury became so 
intense yesterday that he was 
admitted to the Princess Mar- 
garet Hospital in Swindon, 
where his arm waste-plastered. 

“Adrian is in a lot of pain,” 
Michael Fay, an orthopaedic 


consultant, said. "He has a 
nasty f ra c tur e of the humerus 
and is very upset about it alL 
The plan is not to operate, but 
I’Ve not totally ruled out 
surgery. There is a good align- 
ment on the fracture and con- 
servative treatment seems the 
best coarse of action. 

“But if it is slow to heal and 
the alignment changes, then 
surgery will become an option. 
However, an operation does 
carry a small risk of ranging 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Covordale Lane 
(Wetherby 4.20) 

NB: Enchanted Cottage 
(Wetherby 4.50) 

damag e to one of the nerves 
which runs down the arm and 
may result in permanent dis- 
ability. He will be off for be- 
tween six and 12 weeks and I 
will advise him not to ride 
again this season. He needs to 
give the break time to heal” 
The fissure in his heart may 
take a bit of mending as well. 
Maguire, who now misses his 
third Festival in succession, had 
been in line to partner the 
cream of Nkho^on'spawerful 
squad of 23 runners. The scepr 
tie now passes to Dunwoody, 


who aims to have some rust- 
removing sessions before the big 
one in the Cotswolds. “He's very 


to come bade a week on Friday. 
Robert Parsons, the jockey’s 
agent, said yesterday. “He has 
also committed himself to One 
Man in tbe Cold Cup and 
Shooting Light in the Triumph 
Hurdle, but there are still afew 
more races to iron ouL" 

Rodney Ruranl, loo, went 
home with Leicestershire mud 
on his breeches on Hiesday, fol- 
lowing a tumble from Super 
RilcharL Thought Rurrant was 
left with a black eye as a sou- 
venir and had to miss two rides 

at Taunton yesterday, his career 
is definitely on tbe ascent. 

WaiTen Marston’s d e p ar t u re 
from Weathercock House 
means Farram will receive plen- 
ty of support from Jenny Pit- 
man, a source which provided 
him with his biggest success on 
Modahim in the Racing Post 
Chase on Saturday. 

In addition, Farrant will not 
have the worst portfolio of 
rides at the FesrivaL He will be 
reunited in tbe Queen Mother 
Gumjpkm Chase with Martha'S 
Son, whom he will partner in a 
schooling session on Tim 


and has just learned he is to it 


Confidence behind winning burst of Rage 


Weights were published yes- 
terdayforthe seven handicaps 
at the Cheltenham Festival with 
a total of 485 horses being as- 
sessed. The largest entry is 101 
for the Coral Cup, with David 


Nicholson's Castle Sweep head- 
ingtheweights onl2st 31b. 

Tbe sponsors make Malcolm 
Jefferson's improving six-year- 
old Tfallymtirry Tbff (IQst 131b) 
their favourite on 10-1. 


Star Rage, who attempts 
back-to-back wins in the Coun- 
ty Hurdle; has been allotted list 
lib. Jimmy Harris's charge wifi 
renew rivalry with ShfrrmgTrige 
on 21b better terms than at Don- 


caster on Saturday when tbe lat- 
ter just came out on top. But 
Haas is confident of reversing 
the placings: “He’s better in a 
strongly run race and he loves 
Cheltenham’s stiff finish.” 


220 Lord Fortune 
250 River UnsMon 
320 MMtarv Acada 


HYPERION 

3J50 Political Tbwer 
420 DMBLAY STREET (nap) 
450 Mock Trial 


going: son. 

■ Idkfiud owl drank. Itafe of 200yds *Bgbdy upMI. 

■CoaaetaJtEaf lawn on B1224 near junction of A58 and Al. AMOSSIOlh <3nbiI2 
firriwiipwllli lPMlW’-iaaftx^lWliMMagR; Cniir»»S5i ffMPaCn 
to 4 addin SB). CAB PABS- FVffc 


■ LEADING RADOOtS WTIH BUNKERS: lbs M hnlq — 48 wtanaa San 176 
pan^naanm iajo(t27JKndal»u«&l MadcdiZlSl; GUtae 
— 2S wtoaets, 120 nrraet*, 2SL39^-£I1.89-, DNkfeolMm — 17 wimusa, 58 manere, 
29.M. +46.10; J FftaGcnM — 17 wfamexs, 103 mmen, 16.6ft, +4)3.03. 

■ LEADING JOCXBTS: F Niven — 45 wlrmes, 177 tides. 264ft, -47.4 I ; L Wifer — 

38 itarosi 184 rides, 2X2%, +4) 22 winners, B6 rides, 283ft, +43S66; 

ADobbfe— irtrinnen, 106 ride*, 10ft, -£0.80. 

BUNKERED WR8T TIME: la Chnee CSaQ. 

WDiNEBS IN THS LAST SEVBN DAYS: Nta>t 

LONS-DBTAlTOBKDNNKBS:H*wyBoy (A30) hasbewecnl 193 ndksIqrkBadRftvn 
Gtage, Owe; O’ ArNajr Street COO] las taeneenl IBS afles Iff W Kemp fi«inDtn«, Bor- 
deg. 

ra^nT REPLAcaea yuiional hunt novice hurdie (class 

C~j E) £3JX)0 added 2m Penalty VUue £2390 

1 -22U23 aoa>WES(U)|BESnMTEtoBrtff5117 LWyw 

2 823-12 JMKMWPCH f 1CE(M)PrilWIGMcHM0i*«MHB«fcffS112 PMmi 

3 68 «WSBlC0Wn , (2fl»sHBnartMW&*rtff5112 MUEeyn 

« OOP HBIDIE (40) (US ME Cwfe) IQitls S 11 2 DnfcBjne 

5 05300F ffinmspQUL8uVMsP5^QU2 HUmtae 

6 QU0-2 BOK9qUW(20)(RHKWvd)JltaM5112 RSWP* 

7 MD-' UIV RXOIIC (401) [AenrWnniin9)U Hammond 7 112 BCertBy 

8 PHB0fT»(HBawPrt*ahB)JHJ£te«»5U2 PCartaoy 

9 00 Sax>WH«HTClJ>$ttevVia^l*8MR8WieyEU2 NSaHi 

ID 5410 SIMM MOT U Gcofi MS 8112 £l«|3) 

U 034/ flD0»imi|M|NBlOTaerran]OBannn71011 mb wbw 

-Uriedend- 

Dltt S4 ted Wen. S4 Bade SpM, M Mnock Mm, 8-1 lad FMan, Ifrltag 
HM, 1M tarna, 1M. eOan 
188* m oonspaiiftE meeriig 

FORM OWE 

cot» inaes let toted a shad* aapMfiwnfcig left-land, wore a prtcto-atNBve- 

casde lea taw wtfch seemed a aoric Good Vfees drapperi a«w h *e strain then, bui 
I sftal on tie bereft of the doubt on that fta to tor two months. A wy impress** 

winner at Market Raeen In Decanter, he Is taken to cope with the port and rates the 
pick «Ah no AlaAi about for the tost ome in three starts. Gods Sqaad has cfanged sta- 
UceOTce We tunaerakaa Catterick Wet reason. He kate imtried on aucti twmapoi«l. 
but <fld nottdoff tmms on Me hunSes debut when second to Darelahan at Bsn0x rtvee 
weel«af»-^s nn that Is txiuhd to being Nm on Aittomoeh Prtnoe fc'the Pear 
chosen ride ftrim Ms Reueley* trio. TWs vanning bieeper gening l»e a Wraceo' perigee 
ana. wMs he cab do tatterfor Ms hurdles debut second to Jennuh * V. thatwfcmar has 
'been beeten since at AyrandHaydodcSB<MCMHt lller0hsbeMndstaUeraasAr- 
riamjoftRfcBeinabirnpertt/lsr. dafyoanftmadtftsrpromiseietfianaswwlnatftafJt- 
mgoon. the fttsen ^wnri down the beck suaWitwaa atnftutBd to ha poor staafflg at 
Harioek and Strong Mint wastl fir behM Good IA»s in a bunper here woo by DutakL 
Strang Mm Jufgpe ruffles lor the fi« tbna end looks tri Mareating prospect Lorf For- 
I0M U a proniffpgtHM but Maly to need thb ftet <U1 of the season. 

,. • SalaathMe UXtD FORTUtC 

UNDBlSWtnr NOVICE CHASE (CLASSQ £4,500 added 2m 
4f 110y^?wMtyVa»wj£3518 

1 3R2312. V»BDtDmmbteS]-&mftPCtserinugi911B. X 

2 00PP33 4UCATClGaWPDia|]Q»fc6113— bwOTIhmn 

3 2521-32 H«IINMMmmSlC^Jriintll3 SC**mj 

■BTin » Mer IMSserM-lto BeW; KAMcOT ' 
pamaunE. 

MVER UNSHWN. nrice ffwteer owr hunfln In the m«v ■toola a snip to baas Uco OoM 
■tflng 5#x Paul Cotieny dries tan for the tax tase and JBwr Urahka has One enou0t 
BeMndSInsM/Dadilng hero and egrinstAek Ma law at n aw cirt e (bed MaiJef when «iat- 
lerMia at find fence) to sussst he can land thb with ha staying abMqr in tsmng ground. 
ISmGoM was slow owr hwdes when ha taoad tasdngBomd and Hsjuivlne use been 
susoect In «e past. He ftaRy won a weak nee et Caoeitck end eas then tried h DHan 
Oett off today) when second to Gold Pbpon In a string hendeqt ni the same wiMfcOT- 
IcOT has dona nothing on t» chesb« aueropB when the 

ra"5ft] PROKY NOVICE HURDIE (CLASS E) £3>p00^ added 3m If 
*^1 IWtv Value £2337 

1 W32U WUMIOWMeSWB^IHT^: £22* 

2 nil toinOTe»DQ»rMtn«wQ ^s«^ 8U ^ r-rrr PC TS2 

3 T-ira? -ews*npnawgtmiaaillSad Ht mnaa8T&dstffB113... — — - - .lUysr 

5 u gpS SiS F«Urt>toHVMm73gl2 Mr* WM- V 

l-.jaeg ^^|^UBIM8lkUtaM71lll2 PMm 

7 otvooOO WEOWBIMIWP^{Sartb*»Ha*itf MaL99dal71012 : OPiw 

. . T il.d.iit • 


BBIMi54 Hfety MO**. MttagfcW.MM" 0**m, 7-1 Spot. Inrinrm, 28-1 
Oman Owe, te OMr Mm. 8M l» 

The iRMbOTCondUen.ro. nude torUUWBT 8C8DOIT. B 


Cnactan at CroWe In NoMnOer. Mo, Mferoy Acadrony ermgu a better hoisa than Shara 
Optioos on their raspactwe pnwmrty to the ueefui AtfstmenL Share Options has won a 
longriotame lude atCnencksmcetheriefeOTbff A0sanentat UtsowKf. but he could 
not beat Aowalua ki a hroaScap hero M tme off a fedhar wstght Vbwg Nemy is the 
one Mikay Academy las to beat. He has iootad a premising youig stayer w«h wns at 
Ldeestro and Chepstow end was an eeftycasuly when he (scad MBtaqrAcsricnv at Croflsle. 
Ytyng Kenny essended Ms supericittyrow Deson {TEsomal at Chepstoro. thou0i he now 
concadee 41) to MMay Acedeny in more terong grouid and there are kies though AiBi 
aMch suggests he faces a sttm tesL Snart Ipwoacfii has not loaked rreich and fines up 
on tha same trona after the haif-iaivh defeat byr Stee Options at Catterick - though Pe- 
ar Nhen now mas owr bora the conWonaL The other ^ trto look NtfUy mao, thou0i the 
trip wBsutt winning polrter Dwreota P eae aa batter then the twomUea at NewMade. 

Sotocthia: MEIMRr ACADQOT 

l-Q-enl WEAJHERBYS INSURANCE SERVICES HAMNCAP CHASE 
(CLASS 0)56^300 added 2m Panalty Value £4^71 

1 311353 MUnwLlolAMCTWBHSIftMlIlfecninUlD APcfibh 

2 133222 REB*LiBMPBt(I)(Ct98teSSmA)MsSSiiSniS107 : UrMdBwst 

3 34F354 CMS CANNON (U)tfchaVkdrilMda 11 10 1_ : B Staff 

-Sdedrosd- 

BETIWB; B4 mgt Roavac, 7-4 PdHcN Towa*. >4 Craw Canon 
POM BUM 

CroeeCannuw won so easily ftomJoaWhte on felt gaund at Swterteld last ra ae on got 
mservBOone must be hefiJ about turn on tfita teeang suttee despite hta latest BndNm- 
-m*bom the bow to Al The- Aoas 1 rocs at Newcastle - his fost atBmpt tor two rnontha The 
other pair we old ihMuSthiha score being 2-lW POUncALTOtAfERcMarllecMIfiDreper. 
. This sorter ^imdsaefTE to find ootn^i Romper, who has been tuned owr In less tsEt- 
mg conddons teoenw ty ItoUe Man ad TtBjnfes Up. PDfinalTower has the we&tf to 
defy, but he cat wm in the mud and, alter a three-lef«#i tl*d to Rapl Ronver hare fit No- 
vereber, has owca joined hk manga since, at hf end Nenceale. the latast Wn was pdned 
when the Bound mi on tha soft aria and Podbcal Tower, who headed tagN Romper at 
ihe flnet fence and ihan opened iq a aa et Hcngh adwitags. can confem thro mpartori- 
ty despite berg 7to vtorso off. SeiectioK POLmCAL TOWER 

SUBSITTUTE NOVICE HAMMCAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5000 
added 3m If Penalty VUue £3566 

1 3f-32U13 COUSBAE UNE PQ (BP? (Bn Aifesan) Ms 5 Smell 10 11 ID Wrtiwrl reset 

2 15M7 MB OF Sim. {l^OflUJdirortfil Hammond 11 116_— RtariUy 

3 225U13 UAMWrsiKr(18]miawnftrl*fi}WKBop8110 PCsAsay 

4 461646 BMagSBgrtra(IRtiiaBilJTung71D13 DPwter 

5 000-S2F B0QB*S0UM(mWIMBJ»UtelW)Llii»i7101g BS^pia 

6 01D4>94 KBMVEpqoiBSiephinel>WsanriTQhBdnOTn71D12 RNarts 

7 U054P1 GOU>naEON(t4) m KorescPwfndcralXDB Ra>iHe8109 iSfamy 

8 1243253 PUSSY ACTf (10) CThn Sabafflai Derenfeki PBOcntfea KftiteB104 ADeHk 

9 OR3U6F QUBOBlCMSSaTpqiMsiaanVlbatnct ECstaeUlDO— 1rina)Daridm(7} 

-Sdtdroad- 

Afiahwn naftte lCkL &uehaartsp w#«:(lUtalOosssB3a-«» 

BEnWG; M. CewfArie Itom, Al Be BBHy VMIqr ShaTO, S4 Nona Snead, Al firoboV Bay, 
GaM Pfeana, ID-1 Rtag WSTOTO, 12-1 otters 

FORM GUIDE 

A 20b rise m the «p&ns s the owunltft stagp has made thingt router fcr ComiWe 
lane, with BEBMVI mssong her 8tt> better fbr the smon-lengtn beating al Unoseter In 
December. On Ms athartMo stans Ms iem\ Be Bnwe has oaan out of na depth and the 
Bound sboMd not be a proMem judged on his hunSes Mn at Hereford last season with to- 1 
day's partner. Corerdafe lane, an uifijdiy koar at Hereiord prior to the Iftnotar win. preb- 
afaly loimd the gor<S a Mt too tost at Ayr last sns when thiid to Kings Sermon. Noose 
Sowed was second in mat Ayr race and is new 6m worse «n wttiOowidalB Lana. Noosa 
Sound «B off on Ms teet wtan a feier on the same courea nan thne, dwo0i that trd 
Om 3) prebabff proved too far fcr Mm. CAifalay Street Wso seemed to find tha Journey 
fer enough alter being headed et ttie tnsnf last and thrtf to JucUous Captain. trArttey Street 
meets Noon Sound on 6B> better rams end he had prevunaiy jumped irei fer PbU Car- 
. broiy when beatfr« Ask Me later at KMso - tha (unnerup #4ng on to wm at Newcastle 
with Qatw^ Boy baann a long way In atah. Geld PlgMn beat Tlco Gold when 8b out of 
ow handcap a Caoeridi a fermitfii ao face off the sane mark todw> Ccnnectlons 
reported tha Nte was carrying a vtnm when puled up a Hertiam on her pnxeoix start. 
Ptaesw Bow took* modest end QrtmG Craesett b sxrihro hod to fancy. 

Se le ct io n: BE BRAVE 

ra-cRI SURROGATE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS P) £3£50 
adttod 2m 4# JlOyds Penalty Value £2£71 

1 263V ■no , BE«Ea(na)UUsrer»kasSEnah81110 Mwdarero 

2 004 »KJDt*nKpe}tJHBron)J to«i5114 — BDmh 

3 63-lflUP DM i n ai fiUY gmitwnB| f l to gaudfiMPS»7n3 WMmtan 

4 00-1502 UUB IA LU I I t!5MRVa»G«dWB6112 ADofiHi 

5 443045 I HM T U— I IINIB | lll | llimal fills NilBe H ll T M HilWI ~i 11 1 I I OOia— 

6 36PL MOCXimL(44)nPA[jsonBR9HBJRareda)4111 RGroriUyr 

7 0PS3S-1 BSCHAI IIbOtaniH flgClGOtelM P ai a Tpor O J MJrifc nOT 5 106 — ECriNgTOnCS 

s 36324-0 omnain ucAMKigOHctTiBijreiHBAfte^Kiisioo h foqiwv 

9 060053 OBHOWtaSK(S)(WsKanWxtfwBdECI*BB100 WNoa It aiM ww {7) 

fifintnim aetfiC Xflat Tius fwndfcsp Mfgic GroM 9* 7B; OMaus Rtt 9H3b 

BEnPKC 7-4- Mock THN, 3-1 BKhastaU Cottapr Al Modfiwk, 8-1 EtaraTO Cty, DcTO Fwfat Car- 

tt*. 1M. IMo WoWrot. 12-1 BtomsUNV. afelotero 

FORH CODE 

IBOCKUBALreneSodinihosOlfertestolsamfi* at LrocesssrtBsittma and won with some- 
irtng In hand tram lance Armstrong, a Winner owr fences at LBteaaar on Tuesday. 

. He haa me breedfiig of « stayer - 1» OU Vic out of a Busied mere - and Mock Trial can 
progress again to beat Enchwtod Cottsga despite tfring away 91b. Enchroraa Ctms» 
corttouod the fine run of hw stable when malrtg a succassW reappesance a Canal# a 
tamOTit av>. Ho can ftnpmw lor the run after appaeibig to tfre h it» dootaft sages and 
tha second. PBdngtorv gM the 3*m e ibsI boost aflh an oagr »ei at Caaandt an Tues- 
EtwnaiCItywabashBreerfbrhabnm'seeondtourCMsttattMjesaRMgh Om) 
end. though hk eroV season wm at Crotmel was gafitad enfestar ffounrt. he looks the type 
to progress and thh could be na Uaal trip. MwdMrtc would be an apprapdroa wfanv in 
ttwoa condtoons. He las the took of an finpnrtig sort wth Ns fisurth W tXireoo here aftar 
a defeat In a Doncaster seller. Pa saa nhOy has Osappamad «r fences amca Ms hir- 
c9o6 win (Qb hfpier mark May) from Ra^muffin Romeo a uttnwnr (2m). Boat RrogM 
Cartta has shewn bos of fcrm, but tbe remaUng trio look MgMyr Wed. 

SeSecUoo: MOCKTRML 




■ .w . ■( j- 
V" r 


in the Oiampion Hurdle for the 
first time. Dreams End, the re- 
cent winner of Wmcanlon’s 
KjDgnvO Hurdle, win be his con- 
veyance. “I rode him in the 
Swinton Hurdie at Haydock 
last season when he was beat- 
en only a neck,” Farrant said 
yesterday. “I also won on him 
at Wincanton earlier this season 
in the Elite Hurdle, when he 
had Space Thicker and Mist- 
mgoett - who are also in the 
Champion - behind him. 

“He’s run disappointingly in 
between, but he had a mine ral 
deficiency [much like tbe glass- 
es in tbe pressroom] which has 
been treated. You could say he 
only seems to run well on a lev- 
el surface, but he has bad his ex- 
cuses and could surprise a few 
people at Cheltenham." 

It will be no surprise to see 
Arrant, and his weighing-zoom 
confederates, treating their 
mounts over the next few days 
with the brutality of someone 
completing a house of cards. 
From yesterday until next Tues- 
day any misdemeanour com- 
mitted by a jockey that earns a 
suspension of fonr days or more 
will result in absence from the 
Festival. If you see a whip used 
in anger for the next week, it will 
probably be employed to scratch 
an itch on a riders back. 


HYPERION 

210 MfaUght Legend 240 Coole IB 3JW Dont 
Teh The WHe (nb) 240 Desert Fore* 4JD Inch 
Makf 440 Cherokee Cfatqf 5Jtt> AgK In Tbna 

GOING: Good 

B lUpM-teDd Fomse. CTiasp mgia has ftarp henh. 

BCbroae k NW of town off A19. Ludlow oauoa (Tfeteford - Shrews- 
bury Kneiau- AIHIlsaOW: Club £14 (accompanied umlcr-16a 
m»)i TaorosIIs iSi Course! 5. CAB PASS: Free. 


BU«gBBPmsrnMfcBfiwcOrSaretClfffitee J wh*rori40V 
[ WTNNEXS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
L0NG4USTANC&Bll!XNEBS:8iBaDerHaK9i^.tUi9na l79mla 
: hffNLsqnd&nnSlnsdeiibir, DmauSUrFrofonwcrtA-lUUnd 
Kylmd (4.40} ami 176 nnfq ty A lloMw trem Hugrimripc. Deson 

fo^Sl CORVEDALE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 

L±=J £3^00 added 2m 

1 133 GREEN OBSiDESBV PR {D}09wmocO&U9 

3 22 iwinicdatBspa (ea> t fm» 5 ii9.-sv»ai 

3 640 A D H B.awaergM|NC»rofei6U3 ciMy* 

4 64 aUZE0F50NQa9DWtaeSU3 LHmtI 

B CHURCHWORm Met H Kc^V 6 11 3 » C— B 

6 « FUX9D8S*)(7]Ca&aks6U3_ — BBBMyr 

7 664 BBWnr(CAN){R N Kl»« 7 11 3 — N WrW w Wl 

3 06 BLBf GMNOCK p2) R Ada 5 11 3 OwytlOK 

9 MDMGHTlRBDDNcinbanEllS IJofiMi 

ID 23 N0(Mnp7)B>Qs6U3 IM 

U TOBU*NOroce5U3 SGn 

13 3 SUPretTBN»7]WIuTw51012 HVMrerotoafT) 

13 0 fMfl.p2)N1Macf410 7 Ifife 

14 50 FENCSrSQlieSrCIRTFonSfAlO? ABbuAh 

15 a nMMDAH£MRDBI(lS)OTiVMrod42D7JRlfemwOTV 

16 P NOKESSE 0BUKP7) W KSAy4 20 7 SHolfeB 

17 SARECRACHBICMmro4 10 7- WM rfwiml 

18 U SHARP CWIANP {a B)P Ej et 4 10 7 PHofeqr 

BETTafe a-4 HOTi fe ttw ObbH, 7-2 IftWpA I epwiif. 6-1 Maama. %■ 
1 beta Gm Drorot »4 Ftartt IB-1 GberetaMflB. 2M aferoa 


fi-Ahl EBFHTTERSALLS MARES NOVICE CHASE 
VZZ-JZA (QUAUFCR) (CLASS D) £5j000 2m 4f 

1 3JP1R3 JASUUlf)KMpyM18 SNMB 

2 463«2« C0M£iaip4)DNaiainiBlDlD IfifiMW 

3 0004E COUNTRY TIMM 03} A JDre5 710 10 PM*V 

4 F-OMOP DARWS HOI (2fe R Ju£& 7 10 10 Owylyms 

5 226445 B£MI0BAWISE(43]MdyFaaM71010-avlroriin 

6 500PM UHMM PfeDUcCao 7 ID 10 IfiTO 

7 24P-3U0 R9ffDW{29} JUAT58 10 10 A Cm 

a 02-4W SDMMERKWBt (1^ K LampwO 8 10 lfl IAAUm 

9 3M4& THUCK8BYP9 fifel H 18X04830 16 JOBS* 

! 10 ODOPQ IMRS CUSS (43) A fenes61D 10 LNMff 

-IDMnd- 

; BCIIBOT! S4CeefeM^ 84 JaM,maMciwm; 10-1 B— afew. 
J 12-1 Rrot tWy. Ctxwtiy Hew. Itx— ir Hewm. 18-1 Mfirox 

foTnl FORBRA GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
1 (CLASS D) £5^500 added 3m 

1 Mina AgQF W UBIA m ffttgHC04HBMfe9mOjSlMINiB 

2 P-242U2 KMANY C8EB( Umn J Pwn B 11 9 APffeCeyV 

3 2-01400 00NTTEU.mE1OTE(UmCEpn]nXlU.4_ICaWy 

4 -91.351 SBZmtr BARDBfpAJ OR TRxsroS 11 2 ATkonHOB 

5 3&PP3 ROYAL SAXON (13} PBowm 11 10 Q RJoTOm 

6 532J3-2 AUCESHBH[U}[CO)BEMcylD100 BMcMTO 

-8NcM- 

AMBunaMffC 10 k Iwwaggia Royal Sam 9N12B. Alee SNtnSbrSb. 
OTTWtt2-lAct0f ProfMMWH.S-lRxaoiy Cmdw.A-i nrwiwj Cwafc, 
H Owt TNI Tiro ana, S4 IfejaLSmw, 12-1 A8wSnWi 


3 VtQtVU MBS NUMBOIS (M R riadpa 8 11 0 BPbmIB 

4 r?1323 ENMfiTRSBIMttTunerS 11 4.. _JPbxwr(71 

5 PK1TO KMk8aW8USBmNTwcn^bwa8U3^UaHfen 

6 555-322 UBH g CT BEpgtOT)Cfig38ll 2 Afeadqr 

: 3KHZ3 JOOONHflg(X9TSueeonlnt9llO XAfapmH) 

8 UfiMX 0BB a BB8BBE(M|CTto5jffi3aT7lD9AJa>WW 

9 12P432 fBBI CRACK (22) (COj - Joc£iil2 10 B -SVfywa 

U 3SPD6P- BJtnOT0OIBUnp2S1U3sSMaan710? 

.pi 

U 34154P maSXrp7)GTtxraaai05 ICOMy 

12 t»F*£2 w«ertO(i7)fitsS’«xkrio: uniwp 

13 3S5-43 tBCOMtUirpRfflCMsniriOlJaroSMaw 

1* a-spi) BoasmoasmASarottrSlOO GMytyow 

15 P0Q5P6 S^BUPRBWaMTPUlDD _„PHofc)r 

-ISMiwl- 

Utvzr' wtfc 13s. Tbe aetfB: ftraroiS % Jib. Dsn Iste 9tf iTb. 
mBNb 44 feckaw no. 81 OwnttB, 81 Fwnfey nyro. 7-1 Dwrot 
taca, 81 Hoafefefew, BMro %ttt Owa. FW Crack. 1M Mbm 

JXinl WE«HERB« PLANTER HUNTER CHASE 
LT™J (CLASS H) £2000 added 3m 

1 PP5136 M«OF3HADWttTOM«CC3aonl012T 

MrS Mw (7) 

2 0M&31 aCHMAMpfeSBaxasMll 12 3JMmHfewWhwx{7} 

3 M.RtP-2 CAR CQTTA8E (17] 3 Gxo 13 IT 0 OTAR^efT) 

4 1AH22 FmP0aaapnBfifislEml2120 MrJJtWmPI 

5 FZ? J BUD U7)H Tuck U 120 M9P0w*y[7) 

6 5W fOKRatERBAYBaSIOLSeir ll'0..._UrBSbM*Xirn 

l FWfl, STAR BIB PM IBs R LmpM 11 120— ktrAIQmx* (71 
8 «a»UHIIM»GGa»91?0— eretfth0MWl|7) 

BIBBAII Ik II HA 81 CwCTOfeRX, 81 few 09.181 Wag Of ! 
tli I wi. 14-1 Fwt PrinTOf. 181 J S 1W. 281 oOcr» 

IXdSl OJEE Hnj. NOVICE MflttXJE (CLASS E) ! 
CizHJ £2000 added 2m Sf Upyd* 

1 1245 BIROlUBUeBMsVWMfiUlO IRI UIWW0I 

2 3604 BROOWUAIPKMiAM (U} MsAEkWBy 6 11 4 .JPd«wS I 

3 S3 CnNKGEC»pS)OSnenaori6114.^^JNMrewli . 

4 OUPl M0RlumDn8lTCmclB114 jSroylvaw I 

£ 50? MRAM (HQ PI) 4 HofiK 5 11 4 JTRm , 

s on M«BiwooDauta»»BcutBflii4 a Brown I 

7 00 ONE MORE RUPIT P4) C Mjrtx* 6 11 -J AlfienWI , 

8 0 KD UMC (42) HXW9 7 U4 WADWno I 

9 0-50 SOUTH NEST EmHSS (14) 3 K’-'Se 5 1 1 J .JfrAMMi , 

10 P ABWSE'noiWpnu^LVHronstfiliOU-lIBWwv I 
U MJ0F4? «MOSOtt7}JNW*sm910U— BcMmffi 

12 opq namacMRii7)ifiBPWiiae3Ui3...NHM«t(7) 

13 o cABUMronnsaiFiiw] rceag6 1013 — jwypM 

14 PO MnrflfflBK(l3)P90Mn71D13 RJ M a w 

15 055400 ROC AOS (BU G Dw«s 6 10 13 171409(7) 

16 seon»a»imNi«3^OBws5ion.--.cu»0kRi 

17 00 SCVEMP0UBSa«O0|fifeLWU)rB3n610U8iam 

18 0 EDW«K(U)fi*roHNn^4i07 JOMy 

-1IMM- 

Btrnife 74Caro9wCkfer, 4-1 Me. 81 Swale WnU ExwW, 
I2d.fefe9.in C iBif 1 II tell, an otbroe 


[q 4ft I HENLEY HALL GOLD HANDICAP HURDIE 
(CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m Sf lMjds 

1 3U3-P0 UUUURHUinffDjBJBta8120 ......TJ9wB 

2 4X022 SPKinrewm(HpBf}AHttlB3110J>BaBMhpi 


HYPERJON 

2jD 0 Be8a Sedona 230 Mfr Boston 3J)0 Rny 
Fok 330 Flying Gunner ADO Met Mole 430 Lnlga 
GRttar SjOO Tlty 

GOING: Good 10 Soft (Soft In KrfeBbi) 

■Hgbttaad, Ind cooae. ftnvin 20Qrfc. 

■ Comae ti al hme of Al and AB04. SOTro Ua. ajjjP S MOH s 
Kembere £12; ’nmeesa^ £6; Course £4. CAK TtitXi FYve. 


| BUNR8REO«SSTte<fe]fe91bwror<UO)ia9KBwfft(4aO). 
WINNERS IN TBE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DVTANGB RUNNERS: What ABWua(5jOO) wax 239 
mBw br J J tTNeffl Cron Cuwbrta; Mr Bom (130) and Ando 
A gda (5J») ant 1S6 mOw by lire II Rroefey bum Orelaai 

COLESDEN SELLWG HURDLE (CLASS G) 
\±^A £2375 added 2m UOyds 

1 6311-56 waD50BBie8V(ranC«an7]2Q-NEBma 

2 2-U5FP5 BNEMI IARN [7] (0) Klfems7118 ADe9og(7) 

3 23481 BBlASB»NM3G)inia*Hsitt5113 Irtfeww 

4 man IDCYWirpiJJFNn6U3 NUwa 

5 OPMJfi tel«ES(dJ8N(99)gqDfilBds9U3 lAMcCrotfe 

6 5230FP RUH£BVBH0CECa)TCHfe5112 DM«hwB 

7 ' J0WaTCtenrt9U2— CMwW 

8 R00200- mnERJ(«N)Ji*nA>U6112 IMw 

9 ' UO COMHIfORE QUSK (12) NBabtan8101I_Jf SfellMr 

10 4006 MYDIEMI BBEVER(21)MSriBian510 13 DafeHM 

11 40RP RATONG BEACH (8) P Ra^era 7 10 11_— __3 Fat 

12 3P- UBANA(6U) MB Usd 51011 DIaWgr 

13 R»EIGNJUGBair(US«}WtABan41D7J>Mma 

14 o MEUiWriHSISPQ NWrier4107 Rfewwt 

15 D X4Mrp6)iJroW«41D7 I HTfipn 

16 24PM6 SOHO FOR JBS pS) FJottan 4 102 LAfewiP) 

-ISdacfeced- 

BEJ1MG: 82 BaBaSrokafe MfeaBNHMttaoqs 81 IbfewHfe 
81 BaOfesaip Bren, HNtaa Txra, 181 laqrTMty, 124 oferoa 

loon l OOLMWORIHHUPITER CHASE (CLASS H} 
I T* 0 * 3 \ £1^00 added 3m 

1 21F21-P CODMAL HEllir [15) P) fits D GffiBd 9 13 7 

Ifepaadfegn 

2 505-1 LD0LNOIE[I7)SAnkna9127_IR89wAadnw(S) 

3 16M481 MRB0SmN(M)(D|mMIMfeU12S— Mrsariroa 

4 OKU WBAM)MSMO,2W|NW(g9l20^_Jfemfelg(7) 

5 004&P8 GKYR0fnAN(2S3)MsDDysmlll20-lflwCD|wa(7) 

6 1PPS8 6RSMUE GUEST PSSHPWfte 11 12 OOAJ taM p) 

7 11FV D5GOieiF{E93)fiteCSareiBs8120JArBProad(n 

8 5aU20- BOMSDl**ffp67)(D)»fcPRowl3120JfeiLltow»m 

-Sdacferad- 

BETTINfe eww Hr Bwton, 81 tawaTOL 81 loyil Meta, 81 tamd 
tat, 10-1 CTOadri Kafe, GnmSe tad; 181 oUm 

fo nn] CH/HVSTDNHANDKNP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£3^75 added 3m ' 

1 121321 CAnB0OGQiD(21)(CD)KBadey8120 IOTOwwB 

2 31M) SMGECAm(n9ntaVSMBnflU7JtaVflk|feW 

3 4216P4 PHNIllBI(ld)(CD)FJo4fenlll09 LAwTORB 

4 4)4003 BtAZffiM0RWEI£(FR}iI7)PBlChereaiO7 Sftat 

5 4Q61 nmrim(UQRCufe9i07{eB9 own* 

6 68204 BOISE BARON P2)MWea» 8 101 PHwfeyP) 

7 OPPUOP IWBrSCaunBp aSHa crSlOO MManV 

UHiun aetpc iOk. Tn» tafe* wtfe n& Comer ferrOfe 
BEtlMG: U-10 Cwtttoo 89, 81 Fury Foa, 81 Bfewr Mmfefew, 7-1 
Mat 19, 181 epaw Cfepa, 181 Btafe Bm 181 KfegV OaroBv 


Icin'] BORDER OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
Lr=5"! RACE (CLASS H) £1300 added 2m 

I ASK MINE MwH 16)0(5 11 4 DBriripTOar 

3 6 BBMMUTD (7S) K Bwr> 6114 JfiMetfeM 

3 30 BO ta EOHOHO W afeH Cfeer5U4 towNOfew 

4 CARBOO B P<Mce 5 11 4 JMB0TOd(7} 

5 0 CEUICCAMnr(ll)Rta!5114 IBKMWM0I 

6 COUNT KARMUSIQWJerfe 5 11 4 JJaTOa 

7 3 HUCDT (7) W Tow 5 11 4 IPMr|7) 

a attiAHnwmAsLWfeflnenSUJ cuawfen 

9 o nBWTUDAitaSU* Tiwmrwiig) 

10 ROOD UMD MISVHY PHoUn 5U4 Lffenwy ; 

II D HnQBMMEItia} Ms PWW06114 BMbMt(7) I 

12 0 MENIAL ROY (28) 8 1* 5 11 4 JtJrtalCn , 

13 0 smONaiMKPBMroCJamy 513 AJ8TO9 fimn 

14 0 WO LORDS (7) G Han 5 11 4 SBwrotfi | 

15 6 MBS MATCH (233 L G CoM 6 10 13. OfenwR 

16 2 ESOOPO) PF)R Bssrnsn4 108 H Bwfewn g) I 

17 0 Mil YpCI>JPWcorii41D3 RfeAwy , 

18 0 18RMMI (20JT VM 4 103 BP9NI 

-lBdwtwad- 

BEmife 74 FNoro. 44. Aak ta Vmt, 7-1 Efe Go, 81 Qwd LnTO Mropby. 
Tt 1 BhiiihTOb TT 1 BiwNidiwnai. 181 nmin 


I33R1 LEVY BOARD IWHONAL HUNT NOVICE 
I HURDLE (CLASS E) £2325 added 3m 2f 

1 32-2122 FUANGGUWBt(4feOMttiriHXi611 10 RMawfeP) 

2 63-6001 SAMWOR&IO (10} (H N TmMOO- D ates, 6 11 1(L_C Harota 

3 3*643 BAMfY KL 1AD pfe C Mtaodt 7 12 4 DFattR 

4 020-06 BBAVEBWM(lfei(M7114 SapMamebdl(E) 

5 340 BySHARB0W(29}OSnanM0d6114 KMone 

S P56 HARDYBEEZE(2fe0ftanl6114 PHaTOfep) 

7 US HOUOiAMRAY(13)LVANtn0wm5114 CRw(7) 

8 4-50 JBTFBES PGUbJP»ji» 16114 RfrraTO 

9 50-54 MUK MASIBt Pfe C Egnon 7 11 4 — jAMoCarifeB 

ID 4-6 WRSMURN (7S| C Mmi 7 114 ■ JfeHS 

11 04) COUMBt ATTACK [13Q M9E A ErrOrcos 5 10 U-J( 09* 

12 4S3P MAMBrSVBUKS4)HT98»0aro5 7K}13 DW9b 

13 40U POSH OH POUT 7 10 13 . . .Gtfl 

14 43 sncoiinp«Mibiniim6ioi3 hihbwhum 

15 30OB4 Sgirwn IRTT p?) X Mtygn G 10 13 ASSaA 

- 15 daefered - 

BETIMfc 81 Ttytag Gorowr, 81 Swworefle, 7-1 Sfecrttao, 181 Sap- 
troabar Breen, EV» Ifertwar, 181 Iwy HH Lad, 14-1 othare 

ironni WYBOSTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E} 
l252i 1 £4,075 added 2m AfUQyds 

1 900-11 A8FBI MOLE {1^ g))J OU 912 0 MMoma 

2 IGMS-i IKHIEAREC17} AHwvey 7 116 lAHcCfelff 

3 OOP B£M£{2C} TC8S8J5 112 OFMtP) 

4 JW OOP- COMB SOM PBfi life Hon 8 11 2 LAwM« 

5 28U0F taamopnmTFnaweu: jvm 

6 3P-152P JOUSAeSEOT(12}Mfean710U O G)Bx0il r 

-aecM- 

■EnMfewwiTtak, 74 Arifelfeh, 84. M0i tafe, U-lCenfe So« 
la fe Afi wro , 281 Baqp 

Toni LANGFORD END NOVICE HUNIBI CHASE 
L— (CLASS H) £l^SOO added 3m 

1 403Y2-P AMMB)5{ni) (lS)RBer9 12 5 WC«M(7) 

2 iBX ANTONY TlWkxd 7 125 J* If VHtooa (5) 

3 0 BnOEAMDQM(I31)MRta8E125 MrPHadfegP) 

4 0502/2- MBMD STERNE (273) C Hem 8125 WASXworoa® 

5 Min PM Mr P Sam 7 12 6 l»TEGSMh(7) 

6 Q8 DEAL PNtOCR (4Bfe P HWRl 8 12 5 Wlltadm 

7 ffP2€5 (A FONUMLEAO (25Q D Brmi 9 1? 5 — Hr A Babod (7) 

8 2 LDRBKA GLITTER (21) BSnCi 9 125 AfeSioyaw(7) 

9 403540 SAMrBEKT(X2MGRa>areu9125 MrNRkig(7)B 

10 AD 5A»SOFaOU>M)CNnnn9125 MrLIfed) 

11 TAUWSB*SCM.Ftaman8125 »FBnww(7) 

12 JPQ2- 1RCE5Ite.P38)Jtaft*lilll25J»JtriwllBfehf5) 

33 2-U AMAZON U.YJ21} Us JEaks 10 120 I* M Oman (7) 

14 PFP68 C00UECANIJU7Y P03) WHafenrS 120_MrS VfeAwr{7) 

15 0 MUUll*ap2)Mr*PTororoey7120.1iwCTo*wriojr{7> 

-ISdadhred- 

BEIIII6:7-2B(MdSlWW,81b««*0aiMr.81A9Aifl»ff,7-lta 
tafiop, 181 Swda Of Gelri. Aroam Lfe, ta SfeN. 181 otfiare 

rfjW] WTLDEN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 

I £2^25 added 3m 2f 

1 542331 nar^st) (Z7j xaee»7U id .rnfev 

2 523242 BOBML(USA) (20) J KngG 11 4 TJihqfer 

3 3043W CWN feGi i Am roHD [10)A)tenty 9 113-JA MeCartfiyB 

4 2-P0501 DUCHimmBfeiaro MMBpnB1012— Jltaamwa 

5 550114 ROSC-B (E? N Battaff 7 20 12 LAapal 

g amvs iwanE(zz)uu90wi2ioio dxw 

7 0W&3 IBaBHMnGfUM 7 10 10 NDroNferp) 

B 02-W14 MAOAMEPBESDENTP2)(C)CMro(iCk6108J>FHtiP) 

9 P03156 HUTSON BAY tm O BtMPBwmou IP IP 7JGwP Ratal 

10 052-tVO ANSURD ARAM (1^ Mo M Redro B 10 4 „_..8CWB 

II P&6230 QUm-MSIISSSpGWBeM7102 ASSmAAB 

12 5Q26M eMIJBi«Wro(12)JO7fefl41D0 RMCMUP) 

13 006003 REDU6KIBt(U)jaaai00 JOWoniB 

14 U45-OOP MUY LE MOSS (ED REdfetr 8100 VSOTfeiyV 

— X4 didnd ■ 

taMtffe;HtrojfeMx»»l2fe Mltfw9R nKMlaAtasaese 
Knan 82 Dadwarow 81iatx. 74 Madww PreTOta9 RaM, 8 
1WA9J9 Bhwa, new 181 H9wo Baylfedw. 181 cfero* 



sport 

Monty 
back at 
scene of 
triumph 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Dubai 

A year ago, Cohn Montgomerie 
won the Dubai Desert Classic 
by one stroke from Miguel Jim- 
enez with the help oi' a binlie 
at the last bole. The nar-ftvc 
18th al the Emirates club fea- 
tures water in front of the 
green, but the fearless Scot hit 
his driver from the fairway to 15 
feet to seal the victory. 

His effort was vuted the shot 
of the year, and earlier this week 
Montgomerie attempted to 
recreulc it. The European 
No l arrived here last Friday 
and has been making an in- 
structional video based on 
course management. 

With his first try, Monty hit 
h to 10 feci and, given that some 
of the takes took double figures 
to achieve, was ready to stop 
there. Persuaded to continue, 
his fourth attempt hit the pin 
and dropped into the cup for 
what would have been an alba- 
tross. 

The key, however, to the win 
that put him on the road to a 
fourth successive money list ti- 
tle was his putting. “I holed 
everything from six feel and in,” 
Montgomerie explained. "If 
you could do that every week, 
you wuuld win every tourna- 
ment." 

Montgomerie never achieved 
the same level of performance 
on tbe greens again last year, 
nor in his opening two events in 
Australia this year. “1 thought 
I had to change something." he 
said. "I was trying a new putter 
while working on the video and 
thought it felt good." 

This year’s Desert Classic, 
which starts today, is the first full 
European Tour event of the sea- 
son. Not only is Jose Maria 
Olazabal attempting to play 
his first tournament for IS 
months after recovering from 
his crippling foot injoiy. but 
Greg Norman is also here. 

The world No 1 was ordered 
to rest his back and has haidlv 
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m the little matter of pick- 
ing up 51m (£625,000) at Che 
Andersen Consulting World 
Championship in January. In 
the meantime he has been busy 
with his businesses, but now ft 
is back to golf. “I wanted to get 
some rounds under my belt 
before defending at Doral next 
week," Norman said. 


New direction 
for Horse of 
the Year show 

Equestrian tom 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


The la lest attempt to revamp the 
Horae of the Year Show, which 
runs from 24 to 28 September at 
Wembley Arena, will be the re- 
sponsibility of EPS Events Ltd. 
The appointment of the com- 
pany, which has four years ex- 
perience of staging events at 
wemWey, was announced yes- 
terday by Wembley Stadium Lid. 

Andrew Goadan. a director of 
EPS and a committed horse en- 
thusiast, will be the new event 
director. He is planning to 
bring “a new vision and ap- 
proach to the show, with the 
overriding aim of making it 
commercially viable". 

The future of Britain's pre- 
mier showground at Hickstead 
now appears to be in the hands 
of the minister with responsi- 
bility for span, Iain Sproat, 
with’ whom urgent talks have 
been taking place following the 
loss of Silk Cut's sponsorship of 
the Derby meeting. 
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British rugby must protect its core values 

As leading rugby union administrators, coaches and players prepare to attend a 
seminar on the game’s future in London tomorrow, Mark Bailey (left), a 
former England international and current member of the RFU national playing 
committee, argues that preserving the best of the past will ensure tuture success 



The future of rugby union in Britain 
is not a subject on which any sane 
person should pronounce with any 
certainty or confidence. So here 
goes. 

Most sports evolve in a more or 
less predictable manner, but not rug- 
by union. The decision in August 
1995 by the International Rugby 
Football Beard to abandon forth- 
with a century of amateurism did 
nothing to promote stability or evo- 
lution. It was like throwing open the 
doors of Fort Knox and expecting 
the money markets to re m a m calm. 

Not s ur prisin gly , the ship of British 
rugby was thus cast upon stormy seas, 
although the shrewd matelots of the 
Antipodes had anticipated the 
changing dimate and battened down 
their hatches. Since then, the British 
ship has endured mutiny from all 
quartets and has been taking a 
course aaoss variable winds with lit- 
tle sense of its final destination. 

lb some extent, that destination 
will be determined by the game's ca- 
pabilities and qualities. So what are 
the attributes of British rugby? 

Although it seemed unlikely a few 
weds agx one welcome quality is the 
establishment of some semblance of 
political stabflhy within the game. The 


recent outbreakof peace between the 
Engl i sh Rugby Union and the lead- 
ing clubs provides a vital go mest for 
any future progress. Who knows 
whether future mutineers still lurk 
below deck, but for the moment the 
smiles appear genuine. 

Relative to other sports, British 
rugby enjoys a fresh image, untar- 
nished by scandal Hie recent po- 
litical rows have meant that this 
image is currently more six o’clock 
shadow than clean cut, but this is 
nothing that a public relations com- 
pany could not rectify. 

The game has a popular and cap- 
turing showcase in the Five Na- 
tions’ Championship. Even the dub 
scene has been revivified and spiced 


paradox lies in the type of people 
who follow rugby. One report 
chimed that nearly three-quarters 
of ABC1 males in the South-east 
watched the broadcast of the 1995 
World Cup semi-final between Bag- ‘ 
land and New Zealand. Find an 
ABC1 audience and you will find 
blue-chip companies queuing to 
promote their wares. 

This diversion into British rugby's 
current attributes is important, be- 
cause it helps to define those qual- 
ities which the game should defend 
as it considers its future. First, be- 
cause these are the qualities which 


distinguish it from other sports. And, 
second, because these peculiar 
qualities are the guarantee of its 
future financial security. ' 

Clearly, the future of British rug- 
by does not have to conform to any 
detailed blueprints and il is not nec- 
essary for u$ to predict the exact 
nature of the game in 10, 20 or 
indeed 50 years* time. 

To define closely where the game 
must or might progress and to hold 
that vision rigidly would be zeddess, 
because the range of variables af- 
fecting, or likely to affect, profes- 
sional rugby too great. 


So, it is better to state the things 
we do not want to happen in foefu- 
ture, rather than be dpjpnatic about 
those we do want to occur. 

First, the traditional closeness be- 
tween the English, Welsh, Scottish 
and Irish unions must not be de- 
stroyed. Their interdependence is 
central to mafatainingtbe unique at- 
traction of the FiveNations and the 
playing strength and spirit of the 
British game. 

However, it would be foolish to 
equate interdependence with in- 
trospection, and mdiridual countries 
must also be allowed to develop 


doser links with, say, the nigby 
powers of the southern hemisphere. 

' A balance must be struck between 

the desire for self-development 

and each union’s obligations to their 

collective roots. 

Secondly, the image ot nigby 
must not be tarnished Modcrapro- 
fessional sport is expected to be busi- 
ness-like and profitable, yet, unlike 
. businessmen, its exponents are ex- 
pected to exhibit the old values of 
sportsmanship. This paradox creates 
onerous demands, but it remains the 
..'.I ■cffii.MMwi (vmpmi husness 


i Bosnian ruling. There is a dis- 
tinct snap of expectation in the air. 

British rugby's final attribute :s 
perhaps the least understood T. 
game attracts a degree of in tens 
from commercial and television 
companies which is disproportion- 
ate to its spectator base. Interna- 
tional matches apart, attendances at 
leading matches do not readily 
square with the vast amounts of 
money invested in rugby. 

The key to understanding this 


Ruglty union fen the professional era: how the game must adapt 


Rugby union in Britain is at a cru- •" 
dal point in Its history as the sport . ' 
attempts to adapt to thechai Jervis 
of the . professional era. • - 

A seminar In London tomorrow ' ; 
entitled “Rugby's future — a (Ss- . 
cussion on the state of the game”, 
wilfaddress the key issues. Chaired 
by Cfiff Morgan,, the former Welsh . 
Internatio na l and British ljon r itWilf 
offer all those who attend - incfcxfing 
players, coaches, administratorsand 
fans - a "chance to air their views. 


. - Among those; speaking at the 
semkiarj^uch is organised b/ Rug- 
fy News magazine in association 
with the independent, wfl'bes : 

. Tony HaUett, secretary of the Rug? 
by Football Unjon r who will explain' 
how the RFU has handled the 
diargeover from amateurism; . 

Dan. Rooney; president of the 
Pittsburgh Steeters, whbfrelieves 
that ru^shouid learn the lessons 
of the American football experi- 
ence; ' ; >V. . 


• Nick Fam-Johes, tire former Aus- 
tralia captain, who v#<fiscusswhat 
the. players can teqteCt jna pro- 
fessional future; 

. Jon Callartl, the JBatft and- Eng- 
land international fuff-bach, who £ 
concerned about the needs of .foe 
game at schools levef; - \ ; 
\ Peter Jbhnson* Erector ofjagby 
at Redruth, who wifi speak for thej 
dubsr.iri the regions. >- - 
M avaitaWe ticlcete fbr the sem- 
inar ha^ now. . 


essa iLKu uiuuuiwf — 

proper and the business of sport. 

- As suggested earlier, British rug- 
by enjoys a strong image, one which 

... * . ^ s 



popularity witn tnose vinu oiuc-tmy 
sponsors and ABC1 spectators. So 
the game must rigorously enforce 
standards of behaviour and disa- 
pline on issues such as violence, cor- 
ruption and drug abuse. If such 
standards «n only be guaranteed by 

n/wpmino 



requisite powers to enforce them. 

Thirdly, rugby must ensure that its 
growing dependence on commer- 
cialism does not become excessive. 

It is wefl known that commercialism 


chases winners in sport anJ'h^hJ. 

the potential to orate 

tionately hfch rewards ^ a w* 
OT *teftra^'te4eonj m ' : ^*J i ^ 

will destabilise British rugty 
skewing the distribution of 

aSS into the hands of the few. 
While it is entirely J 

the successful are amply 
there is little point in courting com- 
mercialism unless a decent 
tion of the money * mvesiedfor ilu: 
broader benefit of the game. Rug 
by must ensure that its infrastructure 
and grassroots are nounshea. 

This list of objectives is negative, 
it focuses upon what must not tw: lost 
in the future rather than what must 
be achieved. It also lacks a plan that 
outlines hew these objectives are to 
be attained. It is put forward in the 
hope, but not the expectation, that 
British rugby can retain a sense ol 
its special qualities in a period ot 
rapid and revolutionary change. 

Mark Bailey won scitn cups for 
England between JWW-W urn/ w a 
Fellow of Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge 



Frontpage footbaBers: Hie Preston works team of Dick, Kenfe Lacies whose int erna tio nal against France 77 years ago today was a major event Photograph: Lancashire Evening Frist 

When Ladies of Preston ruled the world 


It is hard to imagine any cir- 
cumstances in which today's 
women’s football match be- 
tween England and Germany at 
Preston would make the front 
pages of tomorrow’s Mirror 
newspaper. 

Yet, when Deepdale staged 
the first international in the 
women's game 77 years ago - 
between a French side and the 
Preston works team of Dick. 
Kerr's Ladies, who were, ef- 
fectively, England - Ihe mass 
circulation newspaper led with 
coverage of the occasion. 

“French girls lose their first 
football match," read the ban- 
ner headline in the Daily Mir- 
ror of Saturday J May," 1920. 
Other pic lure stories - a soci- 
ety divorce, a shooting incident 
in Cheapside - arc run under- 
neath four photographs of the 
match, which indude one of the 
rival captains greeting each 
other in the centre circle with 


“The visitors," foe report 


says, "received a tremendous re- 
ception.” A crowd of 25,000 saw 
foe home team win the first of 
four challenge matches 2-0 
through goals from Jennie 
Harris and their prolific for- 
ward, Flo Bedford. 

The French players - a col- 
lection of shop assistants, den- 
tal students and shorthand 
typists aged between 18 and 25, 
brought over by the Federation 
of Feminine Sports - had been 
cheered like a returning Cup 
final team as they made then- 
way from Preston station to 
their hotel in the centre of 
town, foe Bull and Royal. 

The home side, made up of 
women workers from the local 
tramway engineering factory 
of W B Dick and John Kerr, ran 
the French defence “to a stand- 
still", according to the Lan- 
cashire Evening Post report. 

Harris, Redford and the Dick, 
Kerr's captain, Alison Kell, 
were singled out for praise. All 
three played a key part in the 


As England play host to Germany today, 
Mike Rowbottom looks back at 
a golden era for women's football 


subsequent challenge matches at 
Stockport where foe home ride 
won 5-2, Manchester (1-1) and 
Stamford Bridge, where the 
French triumphed 2-1. 

The tradition of flamboyant 
Continental keepers was clear- 
ly established even at this ear- 
ly stage in the game's history. 
The French custodian, Mme 
Ouriy, was described by the {tost 
as being “alert and competent, 
frequently gaining the applause 
of the crowd". Both she and 
Carmen Pomies - “one of the 
sturdiest players on view” - 
played for Dick, Kerr's Ladies 
in later years. 

Pomies, who fought for foe 
French Resistance during the 
Second World Whr, lived in Pre- 
ston for much of her life. 

At foe end of the match, spec- 


tators swarmed on to foe pitch 
and carried Harris - “taken to 
the hearts of the crowd by her 
skilful play" - shoulder high 
from the pitch. 

Mme Milliat, the French 
manager, said she had never 
seen such a big crowd at a 
match, adding that it surpassed 
the numbees who attended 
men’s fixtures in Paris. 

Women's football - which 
had thrived during the First 
Wrirld \\fcr when many teams of 
factory workers had sprung up 
to raise money for chanty - was 
indeed phenomenally popular. 

Later in 1920, on Boxing 
Day, a match at Goodison Park 
- which saw - Dick, Kerr’s 
Ladies beat their closest rivals, 
St Helens Ladies. 4-0 - was wit- 
nessed by 53,000 people, until 


very recently the largest crowd 
recorded for a women’s game. 

That figure exceeded by 
3,000 the number who had 
watched the men’s FA Cup 
final of that year between 
Aston Villa and Huddersfield 
at Stamford Bridge. 

On 5 December in the fol- 
lowing year, the Football As- 
sociation banned women from 
playing on Football League 
grounds, a state of affairs which 
lasted for 50 years. 

“Complaints have been made 
as to football being played by 
women,” the FA said. “The 
Council feel impelled to express 
their strong opinion that foe 
game of football is quite un- 
suitable for females and ought 
not to be encouraged.” 

Gail Newsham. author of a 
fascinating book on foe Dick. 
Kerr’s Ladies - In A League Of 
Their Own (Pride of Place Pub- 
lishing. 1994) - describes the 
FA’s actions in 1921 as “a carve- 
up job", adding: “They were 


frightened of the opposition." 

Although women’s teams 
were forced to play for many 
years on recreation fields, their 
matches still gathered large 
crowds. Dick, Kerr’s Ladies, 
formed for a charity match on 
Christmas Day 1917 by women 
who played in the factory yard 
during break times from their 
work making munitions, con- 
tinued until 1965. 

The team manager, from 
1917 until his death in 1957, was 
Alfred Frankiand, a draughts- 
man, who demanded of his 
women players high standards 
of decorum, punctuality and 
clean boots. 

They played a total of 828 
matches, drawing 46, losing 24 
and winning 758, defeating op- 
position on tour in America, 
France and Canada. The official 
estimate of their eahiings for 
charity was £175,000. 

It was with some justification 
that they described themselves 
as “champions of the world”. 


Rozental out for season Shearer has operation 


The Rangers striker, Sebastian 
Rozental, may be out for the 
rest of the season with a knee 
injury after less than an hour's 
football for the Ibrax dub. 

The Chilean, who cost Ran- 
gers £4m two months ago, sus- 
tained medial ligament damage 
last month, playing in his sec- 
ond game foTthe Glasgow side 
after his transfer from Univer- 
ridad Catolica, and had an op- 
eration after breaking down in 
training on Tuesday. 

Ray WDkios, the former Eng- 
land midfielder, yesterday 
joined Leyton Orient on non- 
comract forms. The 40-year-old 
was most recently at MiDwalL 

The Evert era midfielder. John 
Ebbrefl, has rejoined his former 
manager, Howard Kendall, af- 
ter completing a £lm move io 


Sheffield United. The Blades 
also hope to sign the Georgian 
international playmaker, Tfemur 
Ketsbaia, from AEK Athens for 
£l.5m. Kendall was in Greece 
last night trying to finalise the 
move. 

Phil Starbuck became Neil 
Wamock's first signing for Old- 
ham when he arrived on loan 
from Sheffield United yesterday 
- but the striker badly damaged 
an Achilles tendon during his 
first training session with his new 
team-mates. Alan Miller, -the 
Middlesbrough goalkeeper, is 
joining West Bromwich Albion 
on loan with a view to a per- 
manent transfer. 

Aston VUia are prepared to 
sell their central defender Carl 
Trier. The former England 
Under-21 international was 


signed from Nottingham Forest 
for £750,000 16 months ago. 

AFC Bournemouth’s re- 
quest to form a new company 
has been rejected by the Foot- 
ball League - but foe League 
softened the blow by confirm- 
ing that it was willing to allow 
the dub - who tailed in the 
receivers last month with debts 
of £4-5m - to play out the sea- 
son. 

Coverage of next month's 
FA Cup quarter-final between 
Chesterfield v Wrexham may 
not be restricted to BBC Wales. 
If the Football Association gives 
its approval, it will become the 
first Britsh footbaD match to be 
broadcast live on foe Internet. 
A London consultancy. Hie 

ing^todo^deal withSie FaP" 


Alan Shearer’s third groin op- 
eration in 10 months has been 
hailed as a success. The England 
captain had the operation in 
London yesterday and left hos- 
pital to return to the North-east. 

Newcastle’s press spokesman, 
Graham Courtney, said: 'Alan 
is out of hospital and fe heading 
home to rest up. There were no 
complications with the opera- 
tion. It's gone welL" 

Newcakle are reluctant to 
speculate about how long it wil] 
be before Shearer returns to ac- 
tion but must be hoping he re- 
covers as quickly as he did 
after his previous two opera- 
tions. Shearer was ready in 
time for Euro 96 after having his 
first operation at the end of 
April. The second operation 
came in the wake of Newcastle’s 


5-0 win against Manchester 
United in October - and he was 
back just over a month later for 
the 1-1 draw at Chelsea. 

Courtney added: “After the 
last operation, Alan was walk- 
ing OK within a oouple of days 
and then started doing exercis- 
es. It will be a case of him build- 
inghis strength up bit by biL” 
The basic rules of footbaD are 
set to be redrafted for the first 
time in almost 60 years at the 
International Football Associ- 
ation Board's annual meeting in 
Belfast on Saturday. 

If proposed modifications 
are accepted, throw-ins back to 
the goalkeeper will be out- 
lawed and keepers will be free 
to move along their line when 
facing penalties. 

Fifa, the sport's world gov- 


erning body, said yesterday dial 
the board will be reviewing the 
revised text of the “Laws of the 
Game" - the 17 basic rules of 
football. The rules were last 
rewritten in 1938 by Sir Stanley 
Rous and have become cum- 
bersome with additions and 
amendments over the years. 

The IFAB and Fifa hope to 
introduce some measures to 
speed up the game at the same 
time as the rules are re-word- 
ed. Under proposed changes, a 
"five-second rule” will be in- 
troduced to prevent goalkeep- 
ers from wasting time by 
holding on to the trail, goals will 
be possible direct from kick-offs 
or goal-kicks, and the ball will 
be in play as soon as it moves 
and will no longer need to trav- 
el its own circumference. 


De Glanville 
shuns old 
approach 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Brian Moore would have de- 
tected more than a whiff of rank 
heresy about PhD de Glanville 
yesterday. The England cap- 
tain’s public abandonment of 
the psychological warfare tech- 
niques so successfully deployed 
against the French in recent 
years must have left the infa- 
mous “Pitbull” wondering 
whether the rugby world he 
used to inhabit still existed. 

Moore was a master of the 
wind-up during his long reign as 
England’s front-row kingpin: 
indeed, he dedicated so much 
of his international career to 
getting under the skins of the 
most volatile Tricolores that 
the Parc des Princes faithful 
nicknamed him “the splinter”. 
His description of the French 
side as “fifteen -Eric Cantonas” 
was just about foe most concil- 
iatory comment he ever voiced 
on his favourite subject. 

De Glanville wants things 
done differently. “The mental 
element is not the key factor it 
once was,” he said before yes- 
terday’s training session at 
Bishaxn Abbey. “The French 
have massively improved their 
own discipline -I don’t think the 
old edge of nastiness has been 
there over the last couple of 
years — so Fm not sure how 
much mileage is left in the old 
approach. 

“As far as I’m concerned, 
we're not attempting to get un- 
der anyone’s skin and there will 
be no wind-up process. I think 
you’ll find that although they 
don’t emphasise it in public, 
players like Mark Regan have 
every bit as much desire as Bri- 
an Moore brought to the Eng- 
land camp. There is a quieter 
aura about foe pack these days; 
foey prefer to do their talking 
on the field rather than off it." 

The captain did, however, ac- 
cept foe need for greater ruth- 
lessness from his side. “We’re 
not as clinical as we would like 
to be in terms of finishing,” he 
said. "Ruthlessness comes from 
experience and confidence and 
this is stili a relatively new side. 
We’re moving forward with 
each game but we need to ac- 
celerate our development and 
improve our strike rate against 
the French because we know we 
will get less scoring chances 
against them than against either 
Scotland or Ireland.” 


England call-up for Botham 


Liam Botham, son of the former 
England cricket all-rounder 
Ian, has been called into the 
Under-21 squad to play France 
at Leicester tomorrow. 

Botham, a centre with West 
rfartiepooL will be on the bench 



self to rugby after making a 
promising cricketing start with 
Hampshire last summer. 

The Scotland and Melrose 

lock Stewart Campbell has with- 
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drawn from the Scotland A 
twm to face Ireland A at Myra- 
wde tomorrow and is replaced 
by Scott Murray of Bedford. 

Swansea have lodged* com- 
Plaint with the \fclsh Rugby 
Union over the selection 

^ ?i he l r P ,a >’ erc in Wales’ 
squad for the Hong Kong Scv- 

Scott Gibbs and Col- 
in Charvis are due to play in Uu 
event, but it clashes will 
Swansea’s Swalec Cup c 
final with Neath on-22 
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England's injury concerns 
eased slightly yesterday. Dc 
Glanville predicted he would be 
at “full throttle” on Saturday fol- 
lowing ankle trouble and al- 
though Simon Shaw, the Bristol 
lock, and Richard Hill.' the 
Saracens flanker, were still try- 
ing to shake off frustrating 
ailments, the captain was opti- 
mistic that both would be de- 
clared fit. 

Whatever the state of Eng- 
land’s walking wounded, their 
casualty list was as nothing 
compared to that of the French. 
Hie viators will go into the 
game without their entire first- 
choice threequarter line, their 
preferred scrum-half and two 
valued members of their back 
five, the lock Olivier Roumat 
and the versatile loose forward 
Philippe Benetton. 

Jean-Claude Skrela an- 
nounced four changes, one of 
them positional to foe side that 
beat Wiles in Paris 12 days ago. 
The most significant sees Alain 
Fenaud, captain of the European 
champions Brive. restored at out- 
side-half despite suspicions over 
his match fitness. His return 
means a switch to centre for 
Christophe Lamaison, another 
Brive player, who played outside 
Fenaud throughout the 
Heineken Cup campaign. 

Up at foe sharp end, Franck 
Toumaire, of Nar bonne, takes 
over foe tight-head berth from 
Jean-Louis Jordana after com- 
pleting a one-match suspension 
for kicking Irish hooker Allen 
Clarke during the Five Nations 
opener in Dublin. But perhaps 
foe most intriguing selection is 
that of Oliver Magne, the ex- 
plosive wing forward from Dax, 
on foe open-side flank. 

Magne impressed a number 

of veiy good ju^es when he fair- 
ly piled into Bath duringa high- 
quality European Qip matefatet 
October and his emergence al- 
lows Abdel Benaza, the extrav- 
agantly gifted French captain, to 
move across the back row to his 
favoured position of blind side 

Another Dax forward. Fatten 
Felous, stays at No S. 

■ Paul Flavin was yesterday 
named as the replacement for 
Nick PoppieweU at loose-head 
prop in Ireland’s side to face 
Scotland at MurrayfleJd on Sat- 
urday. The Bhckrock. College 
player was promoted from the • 
Irefand A side after Popnlcwdl 
withdrew with a hamstring 
strain. * 
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‘In those days there was a signing-on fee of £10 and, 
Stan Cullis replied that he couldn’t be sure I was w< 


Football is now so money driven, so 
caught up in the process of seven fig- 
ure multiples and salaries to dwarf 
what people get for r unning coun- 
tries, most supporters today must 
find it hard to believe that there are 
living examples of a different phi- 
losophy. 

What, for example, are they to 
make of BQl Slater, who turned out 
as a 24-year-old amateur for Black- 
pool in the 1951 FA Cup final 
against Newcastle on the under- 
standing that he would make it beck 
to Carnegie College in Leeds before 
midnight? 

Unable to attend the customary 
dub banquet. Slater travelled back 
north on a train packed with sup- 
porters celebrating Newcastle's 2-0 
victory, none giving him a second 
glance. “My problem was that we 


were only allowed two weekends off 
during term time, and I'd used up 
both mine when Blackpool select- 
ed me to play at Wembley as a re- 
placement for the regular inside-left, 
Allan Brown, who broke a leg in the 
semi-final, 7 ' Slater said last week 
during a long conversation we had 
on a rail journey from Liverpool to 
London. 

1 came across Slater silting alone 
in what started off as a near deserted 
carriage and, rather foolishly in 
view of what I knew about him, 
asked if he had been watching the 
match between Liverpool and 
Blackburn aL Anfield. A tail, lean 
man, now in his 70th year. Slater had 
in fact been attending a conference 
as chairman of the British Amateur 
Gymnastics Association. 

It was soon clear that Slater has 


lost none of the earnestness that 
characterised him as a player, and 
is understandably proud of his 
sporting achievements along with 
those of bis daughter, Barbara, 
now a BBC television producer, who 
represented Great Britain as a 
gymnast at the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics. 

The reason for this tale, and be- 
ing a modest son of guy Slater might 
be embarrassed by its telling, is that 
few alive today can look back on a 
career in football that captures 
more vividly the difference between 
what used to be and extravagances 
the majority of people today have 
come to accept as normal. 

Older readers may recall that 
Slater, who went on to play as a part- 
time professional, appeared for 
England in the 1958 Worid Cup fi- 



nals, and was voted Footballer of the 
Year in 1960 as .centre-half and cap- 
tain of Wolverhampton Vfanderers 
when they defeated Blackburn in the 
.FA Cup finaL 

It is events leading up to those dis- 
tinctions that show how greatly 


football has changed since Slater’s 
potential first came to Blackpool's 
attention. 

Blackpool agreed to cancel 
Slater's amateur registration when . 
be moved south to be near his fu- 
ture wife, who lived in Ealing, but 
in keeping with way things were in 
football then, there was no imme- 
diate prospeci fen: a footballer whose 
c.v. included an FA Cup final ap- 
pearance alongside such notable fig- 
ures as Stanley Matthews and Stan 
Mortensen. 

lairing along a reference from 
Blackpool, and holding out no great 
hopes . for himself. Slater ap- 
proached Brentford, the nearest 
League club to Ealing. "The man- 
ager, Jack Gibbons, gave me a tri- 
al and I got into the first team 
making up a half-back line with Ron 


typically, 

rth it’ 


Greenwood and Jimmy Hilfc" he 
said. " 1 V' 

Qualified by then as a lecturer in 
physical education. Slater took up 
a post in the Midlands and got in 
touch with the famously, stem 
Wolverhampton manager,. .-Stan 
Cullis, presenting a letter of rec- 
ommendation from Brentford. *T 
told Stan that 1 was looking for a 
gamenO matter which of th&Wcdves 
teams I played for,” he said.‘“Stan, 
who was a decent man beneath that 
gruff exterior, said bluntly that he 
wasn’t interested in player* who 
weren’t set on making the first 
team." 

Proving his worth in yet another 
trial - by then he had also played for 
Great Britain in the 1952 Helsinki 
Olympics - Slater was soon turning 
' out regularly in the First Division 


and after a while deckled that he 
might as well get paid for playing. 
“I cleared it with my employers and 
put the idea to Stan.” he said. In 
those days there was a agning-on fee 
of £10 and, typically, Stan replied 
that he couldn’t be sure I was worth 
iL My goodness, when you think of 
what players get now." 

As the tram approached London, 

I introduced Slater to a couple of 
football writers who are making their 
way in the business. They were 
respectful although doubtless the 
name meant no more to them than 
it would have done to the players 

of Dover ALhktic, who were also on 

the journey. Probably, it does not 
matter very much, but in not 
showing up sooner, my young col- 
leagues missed an opportunity to 
broaden their education. 


Rolph in 
form for 
medal 
quest 


Henman 
service 
back in 
groove 


Tennis 


Susan Rolph will be deter- 
mined to make up for her win- 
ter’s frustrations when she 
leads Britain's medal quest at 
the World Short-Course 
Championships in Gothenburg 
in April. 

The versatile 18-year-old has 
been in fine form during recent 
months. She leads the world 200 
metres individual medley rank- 
ings. won the 100m and 200m 
medley titles at the European 
Short-Course Championships in 
Rostock in Germany in De- 
cember and finished runner-up 
in the medley category during 
the World Cup series in Janu- 
ary and February. 

Yet (hat list of impressive 
achievements disguises a num- 
ber of disappointments for the 
Newcastle-based sports science 
student. At Rostock, Rolph's 
winning time in the 200m med- 
ley of 2min 10.60sec equalled 
the European “best time" set by 
East Germany's Petra Schnei- 
der in 1982, and should have 
earned her a bonus of £2,000 
which was on offer for record- 
breakers at the championship. 

However, European Swim- 
ming League officials decided 
not to award Rolph the prize- 
money. nor register her time as 
a record, claiming that their 
rules stated that “best times” bad 
to be bettered, not equalled, in 
order to be recognised. 

Then, during the World Cup 
series, Rolph was unbeaten over 
100m and 200m medleys but, be- 
cause she did not compete in 
one of the required “off-Conti- 
nent” meets in either Hong 
Kong or Peking. Rolph only ac- 
quired enough points to finish 
joint runner-up in the overall 
medley rankings behind Sabine 
Herbsi of Germany. 

However, with her Rostock 
time of 2:10.60 still leading the 
world rankings. Rolph must 
Teel she has every chance of 
making up for ihose disap- 
pointments in Gothenburg. 
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Dominic Cork makes his ground to tie the scores as a throw off the game's final baB misses the stumps in the third one-day 'inte rna t iona l hi Napier yesterday 


Photograph: Em pics 


England slip up but get by with tie 


Cricket 

MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Napier 

England have guaranteed there 
will be no repeat of their Zim- 
babwe experience after tieing 
the third one-day international 
against New Zealand yesterday. 

England needed eight runs 
off the last over, and the bye 
scrambled off the last ball by 
Dominic Cork, after Dan-en 
Gough had swung and missed 
at Geoff AllolL means England 
arc 2-0 up with only two match- 
es left in the one-day series. 

England, in truth, should 
have won, especially after 
Robert Croft had struck the 
fourth ball of Allotl's final over 
to the midwickei ropes. 


That was the first ball Croft 
had faced -he had arrived at the 
crease after Craig White had 
been run out for 39 attempting 
a second leg bye. Despite a sit- 
uation where only two runs were 
needed from two balls, Croft 
stepped away to leg and tried to 
carve his second tell square. 

The result was that he was 
bowled off stump, when he 
merely needed to make sure of 
gelling bat on the ball so that 
a single could be taken to lev- 
el the scores. 

As it was, Gough came in to 
join Cork needing to hit a two 
for victory - and only Cork's 22 
yard dash, plus the failure of the 
wicketkeeper Lee Gerraon to 
hit the stumps with his throw, 
enabled England to come away 
with something. 


Simms resigns at Halifax 


Rugby League 

Sieve Simms has resigned as 
coach of Halifax in the wake of 
his side's Challenge Cup defeat 
by First Division Keighley on 
Sunday, writes Dave Hadfield. 

Simms has been at Thrum 
Hall for two and a hajfycars. but 
said yesterday: "I've taken the 
club as Tar as I can and the time 
is right for some new blood to 
be brought in and build on the 
firm foundations that have been 
pul in place.” 

Sunday's Cup exit, after 
scraping through against Hull 


KR in the previous round, was 
a bitter blow and if Simms had 
not resigned he may well have 
been sacked. 

David Hobbs, Halifax's foot- 
ball manager, has taken tem- 
porary charge of team affairs, 
bui is not thought to want the 
coaching job permanently. The 
prime contender for the vacancy 
must be Graeme West, who split 
with Wigan last week. 

Castle ford have put their 
Great Britain tour scrum-half. 
Tony Smith, on the transfer list 
at £ L50.00U. Hull have renamed 
themselves the Hull Sharks. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Yesterday 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Rnt DM- 
•Jon: &HJTOO ■! OntoO IM 3: CjnWt Co, 0 
Swansea CiN 2 . 

MERNATMNAL FRENOUES (M Artfl: hra* 
OGcmurt 1 iVttia 851. (Pnd atetf r): Cacti te 
OlAXic 4 f.Y4Sne» 13. tadi 63. 68. Ben*. Ill 
Brians 1 iRaaimov 40*: (Beirut): Leeanwi 3 
iKrt-.wvi 33. Gluanan95.iihwal hdanSSi 
Czech Remote Gurnee vi a iMtnoda 10. Sega 
56. SO. 

Tuesday 

NJCnONWOE HMflBAll. 1£M3UE Rat DMskac 

Saumtnd 1 itjrwxn 1 Pwtp c nea: tSynji 
PaUe « rteHing Second DMtfots BkKfcxnl 
1 Bu'*’ 1 * 3. Brrjji Raw-. 3 P>, mouth O: Bury 0 

Via.'vTw o: urnem i turn Count, 0 ; iterton 

3 awero 3 PBWaraueta.Yafl- 

3 on L Third Pn riN ot e 8.r-v* 1 Linear Cm 

0: Cjrisrcjie um 0 Samaoe 3. Cmse- 1 
CaH.de 1. Roc***? 1 HjI Cm > moan 3 Par 
2 . 

CM VAUQMU CONFERENCE Sp ridtag GM- 
len£a Cup emuMhal replay: SUMicdgp 0 
Utrarif 1 , jnji 

IENnCNTS SCOTTISH CUP ftetarant nptar 
ft-TOra U - C 1 H*MC3 ft 
BEIL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE First DMSOK F* 
in*" 0 Ana™- 3. iWid Million; Fort* 1 Aikw 1 
Putsaned: Hew ixir - * • Queen's Perk 
SEM-PROFESSIONM. BflERWOTONAL (DuDIn}: 
BeOiiH'L ct Hr-inc 3 E'/fond 0. 

UNBOND LEAGUE tenter ONhtac 0 
U'inos ■V_t»U*U 4; HuTCm 1 WJtite L m Ok- 
Cyrior Ajmer 1 Gretna 2. !*■£>■ Cop 
team* inN: CofKvn 0 *r 2 Guseiy 2 . 

DR MARIOS LEAGUE FmNi DMatan: Ash. 
*tra Team l s-maeumc 1: Krt'r Lym 0 
i. S uu B m h DMrien: BUii BfeftWOT 
3 3^ S.rgraT Toon 0. MdUmrt MrbJkm: 
Cmrjr. 3 aouitmrc 2: tetter 1 Scowrtn 
a Lees* Ct» lan M U n d SwM e» ajwgtta- 
*o 1 Anwjn t. Faun* round: 5 u£un 
!»*> 3 torM^r 2. Other matcnei couponed 


There seemed to be a little 
confusion at the end about 
whether the side losing the 
least wickets might win m the 
event of a tie, but Atherton said: 
“We were aware in our dress- 
ing-room of the situation and 
the incoming batsmen in that 
last over knew the rales.” 

Graham Thorpe began Eng- 
land’s recovery from 127 for 5 
with a 61 -bail 55, before White 
and Cork kept their heads im- 
pressively during tbeir 58-run 
stand. 

It was a good day for the 
Yorkshire all-rounder White, 
who earlier had picked up 4 for 
37 on his return to the England 
line-up, profiting from New 
Zealand's attempts to score as 
large a total as possible. 

Darren Gough was the pick 


■as LEAGUE Prowl e r P MU nic Hevindg- 3 
•Inri ft Si A*mv; 0 Cmmcv 3. Second DMatore 
liar.tiESaoi!: Oten R te ta»anceCte—n*. 

buU Nit let Btsboop 1 Strton Lin ft Hstgaor- 
un 1 ELvrtiam IVwfl 1. 

JBM50N EASTERN LEAGUE FtwNer DMMera Stay 

lew" lGaniWtan 1 . HjOBJd 

- Suuom lutm 3: UKMxat o Duj 1- l 
f. (“s+e^rm l: ivws>nd& i Gnut 
'jmrxrn 0. unman 4 Nwjtww 0. 

JEMTSON WESSEX LEAGUE: lyrurpar 3 Bm> 

»«n H bjrt' ft. Duisum 4 Omydwoi 1. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE HntDMokn 

Rxen 2 Njrijsvn 3. 3inxu)T 3 Boft 
rv- o hoiker ob Bom 1 Trmao *r Cmnerae 1 
0 . 

mSTOMEAO KENT LEAQUj: SUfc 1 Rylta 

1: tttPSSBve O Fmwsoiw infl=u 3. 

FB3ERATION BREWERY NORTHERN LEAGUE 
Rrat Dhtalm IwP ?«IL 0 Btx&riCci lerot 
L Sww 1 Censer. 3. 

NORTHERN 00UNICSEA5T LEAGUE Prowler □). 
■Iilni ftari-i Wj 3 Dm* Aiban 3. InBe Cup 
fourth round: ad-vA' l fi - low 4. ftjnte- 
w; Calf* 3 Mjnjm 3. Ujti 2 JU 2. 
UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE F*«t 0MNOR 
naravr** ; sncRtun L Jrtw OWara Laaew Cup 
fourth round: Sc’vCV 4 vvrmj.\yi ft £*f^c-yvrvro 

X Trtoai®" 1 **-> 3 

MIERUNK EXPRESS MHXAMJ ALLIANCE- P>-t. 
QUIP 1 Stians* B—Jt&r ~ 

PRESS AM) JOURNAL HHWUNO LEAGUE: >«A 

I, 3 RAW ft 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Caroun « Qulv 0 ft. 
GBbcrt Leao* Cun onartadtaol icetnd lec m- 
*— CFbin-Ta 1 El>fv 3 '-Tfltf 3 S 1 
CAL0R COUNTY ANTTBU SMBDnufc BAirmi 
0 CI«3M Onafonvda Htr* 5^ O" pern* 
PONTBB LEAGUE Prowlor ONWoo: SNrtMe 
2L-jeipooiO AstOMrtwcSMteU 
« 3 Vtn DnrontiR ft Sutdeflnl 1 
L Second DMMaK GnmjC, 6 Bamsloy 0. 
avon rsurwce co*m*noN M DNMOK 
SoumemouCi 2 ttaWn YWjj Ham 3 Queens 
p an HxygmO. 

OALUN CUP SmoWhUI MCOM lee WoftM 1 
. Sty bGHvtw 1 iCairattftft 3& ijqj 1-3 


of England's attack, but Croft 
was a gain dependable and Som- 
erset’s Andy Caddick delivered 
the most telling spell by picking 
up 2 for 10 in five oven as New 
Zealand like England, fell away 
in tiie middle order after a 
rapid start. 

Atherton admitted he was 
“slightly disappointed” not to 
have won the match, having 
fought hard to get into a win- 
ning position, but he added: “1 
think we had the worst condi- 
tions because I lost the toss and 
that meant New Zealand getting 
the chance to bat first In day- 
night matches here the ride bat- 
ting first does have a slight 
advantage, but halfway through 
our innings I would have settled 
for needing 21 runs from the last 
three overs." 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Httham el Guerrouj, of Morroco. who 
has broken two Indoor world records 
< 1500 metres and mile) within 10 days 
tMs year, will compete In the worfd in 
door championships In ftarts next week. 

BashetbaB 

NBA: Seattle 72 demand 66: New Jersey 
97 Sacramento 90: Washngnn 108 Inaana 
87: Houston 100 LA Lakers 96; Oates 86 
cnaiune 84; Toronto 124 Denver 122 «x): 
Lnan HO New Yortc 99; LA Cnpoers 98 
PhMdetpha 93. 

Bobsleigh 

FOUR-MAN WOULD CUP (Naamo, Japan): 
1 Swoefland I fR Goetsdi, G AcMn. D Oger. 
B Sena ltren aTXCsee thst iw 5&32soOsec- 
ond run S3.7Qsect: 2 USA I <B SOmer. C 
Minion. R Jones, R Olesenl 1:47.43 
iS3.81'S3a2). 3 Stribertand 2 (M Roller. 
M Wasaar. T Sctwaber, R Tamed 1:4756 
I53.6CV53.95l: 4 Germany I (W Hoppe. U 
Hiefecher. R Jtmnemaroi. C Em&acbi ii47S6 
(53 joLS 355J: S USA 2 U Heioench. J Dorsey, 

J Kasper. G rtney 1:47.80 153.68/5332): 
G Italy I IG Huber. A TattagU. M Roai M Men- 
cmrm 1:47.63 153.77/53^6); 7 France I iB 
M#ifiBar. E HoaaJv?, E le CRaraiy. M RcPerb 
1.47.66 153.54/54.121: 8 LaMa I (S Prusts. 
E Boiara. A Philsna, J Ehinsl 1:47.68 
l53.63S4.05i: SCanaoa I fP Lueoers. S Wise 
man. D MacEochem. J Pyci 1:47.71 
(53^6/53.85): 1ft Switzerund 3 <C tech. 
S Anoemuo. R Gratae:, T Hardschnl 1:47.77 
!53.8&5331l. Fkial World Cop four-nun 
Rtandta«K 1 M tewer (SwU 207pts 2 W 
Hoppe (Gen 195: 3 G HuWr nu 19ft 4 D 
Wiese iGert 185: 5 B Stwnar (US) 173: « 8 
Mmaoon (Fn 158 Hnal Wnrid Cup eomNmd 
ttamfings: 1 iJ HuOpr 41 Jpts [mo- mart 234 
pwns. tu mar. 190 pons); 2 B Sr«T*r 362 
1 191172); 3 P liKdm ICbi}349 03«n2Sr. 
4 M Rolmer 340 (133/207): S I HeAertch 
PJSI 320 1174,1461; B H Sdneaser (Aut) 299 
(159140). 

Cricket 

Kenneth Benjamin, the West Indes pare 
man. is doubtful lor the Test senes 
agamst India in the Caribbean starting 
next week because of a stress fracture. 
The Antiguan bowler, who came home 
early from West Indies' recent tour cf 
Aushaka nursng whai was reported (hen 
as a side strain, aggravated the Injury 

n a Red Stnre Cup match against lirid - 

ed and Tabagi. He has been told that 
a rib stress fracture will keep him out 
of acuon for 141 to six weeks, 

Aravtnda de Stfua, the Sri Lankan bats- 
man. has recovered from a ®om iriwy 
and expects to be available for an Sn 
Lanka's lour matches in New Zealand, 
starting with the three-day match 
against New Zealand A m Gisborne, 
starting on Sunday 


Cycling 

TOUR DE lANGNUM Stflttl stag* {2D4»n 
Knaotn to Kuala TieoCgnu, Matayala}: 

1 B WaBon (US) 5hr 3mn 35sec; 2 J Sweet 
iAum +unin 42»c: 2 G hemper iNeiti); 4 
P Dufouni Ut): 6 D Bramalr (It); 6 J SBovs 
iGerJ: 7 M Vtjm (Netti): 8 H Tmmheilei )Ger): 
9 P ZxUnn (SkwaW; 10 Am Dw-taong (S 
Kor) an same nme. OvaraA Standi o^s: 1 L 
Sdmo lit) 23hr 20rrtn 13sec 2 J Vbw (Aus) 
+2^4; 3 A BS Uu +229; 4 A Lacchl (tu 
+231: EAMdBanlSA) +246: BS Lam- 
ner>o iRaz) same erne: 7 N Lola [Bj +248: 
8 P Beam (It) +253; 9 P Strtenam (Frt 
+327; UVOidcanki iGer) +334. 

Drags in sport 

tyubov Vfeaxova. of Russia, who won 
Sunday's five-kilometre classic cross- 
country race in the Nordic skiing World 
Championsips. has tested posuve for 
a banned substance, bromantan. The 
30-year-old who is a six-Dmes Olympic 
d m iiuML w35Q«sqi a Hferiandh«gptd 
medal mil be maided to her felow wss- 
tan Yelena viaibe. who came second. 

FootbaS 

Bolton have reananged their First Di- 
vision fixture with Fort Vale, originally 
scheduled for 29 March, to 18 March 
at Bwnden Ffem because several of the 
players involved wifi be required for in- 
ternational matches. 

Liverpool's Patnk Berger scored the 
Czech Republic's final goal in a 4-lwtn 
over Belarus in Podebredy yesterday. In 
another International friendly. Germany 
beat Israel 1-0 in Tel Avw thanks TO a 
goal from Dartus Wosz five mmutes from 
fun-tune. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Ra- 

anangod dates PM U Man BUfon v Fort 
Vale. Ida 25 Mar Darfegon v Cartste. IWe 
15 Ape Beniatey v Oldham. Toe 22 Apr: 
teKmouih v Banaky; Wredum v Crewe. 

Golf 

The Gdf state of Qatar wfi stage its own 
professronai tournament In 1998 un- 
der a de^ stgied yesterday by the Eu- 
ropean Pmfes$«nai Gotfets' Association 
and the head of the Qatar Golf Asso- 
catcn. The Qatar Masters w9 take place 
from 9-12 March 1998 and will form 
pan of the lucrative European tour sanc- 
tioned by the PGA. 

WALKER CUP SQUAD (v United Statat, New 
York, 8-10 AB 0 HQ: M Btaetay (Hayfeng), U 
Brook* iCartUw). M Carver (West Kent). N 
Edwards mhtcfuou, J Fara^an (Mismni. 
P Fenton t HuddMMM . A Forsyth (Raisun). 
N Ra (PomranocW. B Hovortt lOrfrarw Cas- 
*l, P tmwie (UMwoBy Cofleff. Oubfai. and 
Nw4»te) S UKkoate (Wb 3 Irwi). K PWao 
Park (Brtf^Vatevl.G Rankin [Ftei: 
engg?. Y Tayier (BrynM), S Webatar (tfieW, 
RWi^tFwueiandj.QWftleterMtiwnQ- 
wjrtti s Vouag ftiueraodiyi. 


Napier scoreboard 



Hockey 

BB Murray, a wee president of the Hock- 
ey Association and of the British Uni- 
versities Sports Association, died on 
Tuesday from a stroke. 

Brunei repeated thetr final win of last 
season in the semi-finals of this year's 
British Universites Cup yesterday when 
they beat Lough borou#i 4-3. 

BRITISH UNIVERSITIES CUP Serai Haste 
HercBnindUC4Lou0*iaraugi3;aeutaAl- 
S3ger 1 HwlotWait 2 . Wonep: Lau^itxroutfi 
4 Duitnm 0 ; Edlnbu^i O Bimn 0 ian> 10 . 

Ice hockey 

NHte Tampa Bay 3 Sr lows 2 San Jrea 2 
Florida 2: Daiaa 1 Chicago; Mortnst A Van- 
cower 2; Vos Argdea 3 Colorado 1. 

Pools ifivideads 

UTTLEWOOOS TraMB chances: 24pts 
£506.795. 23 £658-35. 22 £39.10. 21 
D3.1S. Hatf-tbna 24pta £9.523.80; four 
thaws £5; 10 boaMM £1S7J5: B wwsgrs 
£32.85. 

BRCTTBB TWda ahanoa: 24 pta E187LS0. 
23 £1170. 22 £220- Foot chaws £7.40; 
five whsvs £31.75; EMM ho«a» £1305. 
ZETTBSircMe chnea: 24pts £45^*2380; 
23 £41^5: 22 £3.00; 21 £0.40. 

Skfli^ 

Heavy ram and wet snow forced the can- 
ceflabon yesterday of the second d^r 
of official training in Hatarba, japan, for 

two woman’s Worid Cup downhill races 

scheduled to begin tomorrow. The 
races are on a come designed for nen 
year's Nagano Winter Olympics. 

Snooker 

EUROPEAN OPBI (Valet*, MaRa) Second 
ittMKt j rtggns (Sort « J w«e (Eng) 6-3: 
K Doherty Urt) ut A Htts (EngJ 5-3; A Mc- 
Manus rsooi trt o More*! (wan 5 - 3 . 

Swbnnring 

GREAT BRRAH TEAM dor OM TMrM Short- 
{WreC ha rap hsHW p.So tt i cnh i » s.Swedca. 


Table tennis 

Carl Prean and Matthew Syed both suf- 
fered second-round defeats to end 
Engand’s Interest in the men’s singes 
competition at the Qatar Open Chem- 
ptoraNpsfei Doha. Syed twice came with- 
in sigR of the last 16 but admitted he 
lost concentration and was beaten 20 - 
22, 21-ia 19-21, 21-10, 21-14, by 
Wang "feo. the Chinese No 4 seed. 

QATAR OPEN CHAMPIONStB’S (Doha) 
S e l sc lBJ wwtfs JngBS ftlHWNKfcHSWtaU- 
Bn (Japan) bt A Perry (Eng) 21-14 21-15 23.- 
a Becood mnfc Wangl&o tOWs) bt M SWd 
(Eng) 20-22 21-18 1»21 21-10 21-14; Ma 
Wen® (China) Ot C Proan (Eng 24-22 21- 
13 21-17. 


Tun Hemnan, givmg ooe of his . 
best perfonnances of tire year, 
beat the Romanian Adrian-*' 
\btnea 6-1, 6-2 in the first round- .= 
of the Italian Indoor Cbampi- . j 
ooships in Milan yesterday. 

The British No 1 took the first L 4 

set in 20 minutes with breaks in j 

both the second and sixth games 
and then broke Voinea twice J 
i more in the second to win in less' | 
than 44 minutes. . j 

Throughout Henman hit the 1 { 
ball with authority, bnt theC? 
most impressive thing was his- j 
serving. Last week, despite '-j 
reaching the final of the Euro- -i 
pean Community Champi -’ } 
onship in Antwerp, his service I 
below par. ! 

Ibday 67 per cent of bis fust 
serves were successful and - : 
Voinea, whose head went down . 
very early againa his opponent's : 
crisp hitting, had no answer. .** 

Henman now faces the Czech ■ 
Petr Korda in die second round > 
and should be confident of an- ' ; 
other success, having beaten = 
Korda in the Australian Open j 
13 nxmihs ago. Henman, No 14 
in the world, is new looking for 
a place in the top 10. 

Andre Chesnokov, his ; 
screams of pain echoing j 
throughout the arena, broke his P 
leg during a fust-round defeat in '= 
Australian Todd Woodbridge at. 
the Advanta Championships in 
Philadeiphiaonluisday. Wxxl-' , 
bridge had won the first set and 
was leading 2-0 in the second^.-: 
when Chesnokov chased thej j 
ball behind the baseline and then - 
suddenly toppled to the floor. “I ^ 
heard an enormous crack and I -= 
heard him screaming," Wood- ' 
bridge said. ” Of course. I was on 
the other end of the court and 
I think he must have broken his 
ankle joint. It was horrible, a 
shock for me. I never saw any- 
body do that before.” 

Cbesnokov, who was 30 ear- 
lier this month, has won seven ■ 
career titles and was once * 
•ranked as high as No 9 in 1991. - 


MAN WOOOR TOURNAMENT AbM Merit 
gte. second rand: ft Week (Q: Reul « B 
UUnetl ECZ Rq 8 7-6 G-3: S Brasiera (Sp) M J 
Smtaz (Spi 6-4 6-0. 


ADVAMTR CHAMKMSMPS MBITS TOUR- 
NAMBIT (PHMdMttgteM iswut 
T Wcxxftrttoe (Aid) bt A Chaanoto (Rual 63 
143 (reft; Jiorioren (Sw^ bt P Casft (Aus) 64 
6ft; OSuMM (SA> bt A tefUescu (Ger) 8-* 
6-3; P Rafter (Aus) bt M Mtaodftatie (Aifi) 6-2 
6-2iBBbck Bml ttHFrerataere (AuM 646-3; 
J Seek (USUitP McEnroe (US) 7-6 7-6. 
in WOMENS EV»T (Bnhey) Singes, first 
roamfcSNengMK&ted Bt D Van De Zarvie 
(Ben 6-1 7-5; E Taarkova (Uo) In L Vairnuza 
(SMR) 5-7 8-1 8-3; A Glass (Gw) K S 
Krweoctwvo (BuO 6-2 B-4; PGasow (Hun) bt 
B Sctiwanz (Aut) 6-3 7-5: C WOoa (GH) K C 
Taylor (GB1 7-5 7-6; M Sancftez-Lorerao (So) 
M T Kitzan (SkrvaU 6-4 46 7 5; U KocMa 
IGert bi I Hose (Gw) 7-6 6-3: D OdwflttM 
(Cz Rep) bt K IMcta) (Hun) 5-3 6-2; L Go- 
lana (D) bt M SchnAzer (Gert 6-2 6-1; V Oeur- 
00 (Hwt) U PWartuscti (Auft 6-4 7-5. 

UA ffilCS UKKK3R SATEUTVE MASTERS 
(Preyrion) Stag e*. RuaiteM taata: J Detee- 
do (GB) bt C HaejBTtJ (SA) 6-2 6-2; D Van Uf ■ 
feten (Bed 7-6 6-7 7-8; M Stadkrg (Swel bt 
T Xeeota (Fn) 6-4 7-S 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 


Around the resorts 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

138 


The combined number of 
points scored in Seattle Su- 
peSonics' 72-66 baskettell 
win oyer Cleveland Cavaliers 
on Tuesday - the seventh low- 
est aggregate in NBA history. 


17-20 April): Mete AAyea CCxyt* soonwe). 
A Clayton (City of Leeds). M foMor (Untv of 
Bata), Sltandey (City of Bata). M tells (Tow-. 
erHanttataJ.JHletaww (Stodvot Mem. R 
Maden (Rncf»b»A*BbBaB). GMeadem (D» 
o( laetis). p Patater (Uw of Bam), A Ruefc- 
mod (Cor at BvmMham). J Sattar iCay of 
emxrgi). 8 SmttH fstocuport MecruL M 
Stnm (SataBiel. HI VMktas fTortawu, I Wte 
son (Ofy ofLeertsl. Manor J Beitoa iCny of 
BradfoM 1 . Z Cray fcamcfi). J DeeUns (CHv 
el CavM&y). K K&Mrtft I City Of Safcnft L 
Ktatanarsh (City of Leeds). V Horaer (Stadt- 
Dort Men). C Huddort (Oty of Leess), J Ktae 
(Untv ol Bath). S Kami fOy of Brarttort). 
M Poddsi | Portsmouth Nonnseo), K Pieter- 
ta£ ftawM. S M» (Bamer Ooptaaia. & Rofcfa 
iCrty of Nmcastlet. C WHnott (Barnet 
Coptaell). Team himk M Kepsteft 
Caaehoc D Snetaw, D (ata)a, T Damoa D 
Croucn, V Mater, I Uynor. D Champion. 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At*a*glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0397 500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

CaU SKI FAX - the ski facts: 
0897300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax net of 180+ 
resort codes: 

0990 100 M3 

(tee MB! nMatM State DmihAb 4 


Last Ibr UpR F orae as t 
now m cm 

15.2 110 280 Pt dauby i 

15.2 80 150 Stray spells j 


ArcsA8/CMti».L.0tyBrKNratatatuda 100% 15.2 UO 280 Pt drurfy 

Arinaal In need Of flBMi snow 95% 15.2 80 150Strayspefo 

AUSTRIA 

•SffoOhta .ted bsse. apnng snow 80% 202 10 75 Ctoud.wind 

**■— Icy BTVBAzsny low lowte pm 100% 205 15 55 Stitwfs 

Canada 

Mont St AnoeV-.Fresnoy enow on crisis 85% 2 T 2 50 70 S cloudy 

FRANCE 

Barits RBftfy KMWdMn IM 15 140 MaeiNam 

ttanHio _...Wet snow tower down 100% .23.2. 30 180 Becaoudy 

ITALY 

tttelWto Upper dopes bw 100% 18^ 25 125 Owireade 

Pnna lower stapes hard-pedvoa 300% 1R2 25 125 Ax&snnw 

NORWAY 

h55rS „.xiooa a ra» SSC 56% S5 go STi aooewnow 

SWITZERLAND 

DUtarets .Glactar is ecetent 100% 25J 40 570 Snow 

.CovefflgB 0»d al lewis 300% 18J 30 60 Unsemed 

UNTTED STATES 

Unrom o Wi ■■■■■■^..FdKtwy at 5 teS 100% 2 55 330 450 ciSuS: 

Winter Park — Manly ceded powder 98% 20.2 165 300 Siray 

qbbo 133 ats 


H2. 50 70 Pl cloudy 

1&2 15 140 Maolvain 

232. 30 180 Becctauly 1 

1 85 25 125 

18J 25 125 Rxs snow 

21.? 60 80 CDumui 

25J2 W 570 Snow W; 
IA2 30 60 Unsettled 

24.2 SO 450 ciSudJ 
20— 165 300 Sumy ^peSs 
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S Brave new game 

RFU leading light Mark Bailey on 
?|j| rugby union's challenge, page 26 
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Return to DeeP d f® sj s < ‘j£ 

Mike Rowbottom on the first w0 ™ JjUUfllj ^ 
football mil hi I 


Blackburn sign Roy of the Rovers 



Football 

ALAN NIXON 

Roy Hodgson yesterday be- 
came Blackburn Rovers' fourth 
manager since October, but 
only after signing a penalty 
clause in his contract to save the 
Pre miershi p dub from a second 
managerial embarrassment 
.The Internazionale coach 
has agreed to join Rovers on 1 
July in a three-year deal worth 
£lm a season. However, Rovers 
have insisted on a clause in 49- 
year-old Hodgson’s agreement 
which states that he will per- 
sonalty pay Rovers £250.000 if 
another club comes in with a 
better offer before that date. 

Hodgson joins Ray Harford, 
Tony ftirkes and Sven Goran 
Eriksson as a past, present or 
prospective manager at Ewood 
Park this season. 


Rovers announced the ap- 
pointment 24 hours ahead of 
the club’s annual meeting where 
the chairman, Robert Coar, 
was due to face questions about 
the Eriksson fiasco. 

Eriksson, the Sampdoria 
coach, had) agreed to join 
Rovers at the end of the season, 
but decided to stay in Italy 
when Lazio showed their hand. 

“We wanted a penalty clause 
Kitting into the agreement and 
Roy was more than willing to ac- 
cept it," Coar said. “This means 
if he does not take up the job 
be will personally have a con- 
siderable financial penalty." 

Rovers supporters will re- 
main sceptical until Hodgson 
sits behind his desk, which 
could happen earlier than July. 
“If Roy was to become available 
sooner than expected he would 
come straight to us," Goar said. 
“He almost climbed down the 


phone when we contacted him." 
Farkes, who will continue as 
caretaker manager in foe mean- 
while, will stay on the coaching 
staff when the new man arrives. 

Rovers, Coar added, had 
moved “quickly and decisively" 
five days after Eriksson had end- 
ed weeks of speculation about 
his intentions. “It is necessary 
for people to know that it was 
up to Sven Goran Eriksson to 
terminate his agreement in 


IBB Bom 9 Auft®. 

1968-75 Player wfth Clydat PSaca (no 
baagje games! . Maidstone United 
and a South AAtaan side, Berea RwK. 
1976 Starts msiaffrial career with 
Halmsted In Sweden.- ' . 

1979 As assistant manager m anoth- 
er Englishman, Bet) Houston, helps 
another- Swedish ‘dub, Ma*m6,jeaaH 
European Cop final, *Wch they tastta • 

Ncntatfiam'Rjrast. 


writing before we could move 
on," Coar said. 

“We are delighted to have se- 
cured foe services of a man with 
great knowledge of the Euro- 
pean football scene. This con- 
firms our intention to be a 
leading dub in both the Premier 
League and Europe.” 
Hodgson, whose playing ca- 
reer took him to Gystal Palace, 
Maidstone United and the 
South African side Berea Park, 

Roy Hodgson fiactfile 

1980 Joins Bristol Ctty as assistant 
manager to Hoytfion. /’ 

V 1982 AppdnW manage at Ashton- 

SetebutdlsmfesBd wtatafour months; ■ 
: after a poor run of resets, when dub 
- Is Mrenororly new. owners. 

1982 Returns tptJwedarv where Ms 
manages bcrth Orebro and Malm*. 

- 1990 LeavBsSwdenibrSMtzBrtand, ■ 
taking over at Nau^dtal 'Xainspc., . 
_3992 Coach nsttonaf^e. 


has little experience of manag- 
ing in this country. Promoted to 
manager at Bristol City in 1982, 
he was dismissed four months 
later after a disappointing run 
of results when the dub was tak- 
en over by new owners. He re- 
turned to Sweden where he 
managed drebro and Mafrnb 
before taking charge at the 
Swiss dub Neuch&tel Xamax. 
Next stop was the Swiss national 
side, whom he guided to the 


whom he took to the 3994 World Cup 
In ' the United States. Was in charge 
whan th^quaffltedfcr a*o9fl. - 
1998 Appointed coach of- Itafian 

Sene A dub, tntemaamate. - 
HONOURS - 
As player None. 

: As nmnaper Two champtonrttp&wtth 
Halmstad. five eoreecuftetriamptor* 
ships and two ..Swetfish Cups-ws* 

.'MalmS. ' - ■■■“■ • <T 'yr.,' 


1994 World .Cup finals and 
Eum 96. 

“After a long absence I am 
very happy 'to be returning to 
work mEngiand in the Premier 
League, undoubtedly one of foe 
finest leagues in world football," 
Hodgson said. “My experience 
in Italy has been invaluable 
and I hope to put it to good use 
with Blackburn." 

Hodgson was first app- 
roached by Rovers after Har- 
ford resigned. “When I was 

as)ced in October 1 was unsure 

about my position and foe op- 
portunity-passed before any- 
thing could be decided," he said. 
“I rave been more than satis- 
fied with my time at Inter." 

Massimo Moratti, the Inter 
president, was surprised by the 
speed with which his coach of 
16 months decided his future lay 
m Lancashire, but foe separa- 
tion was amicable. 


“He conducted the matter 
with his usual intelligence 
correctness, and it ism that spir- 
that liet him go 
despite his contract to 1999, 

“SfiJSS expensive Inter 
side includes England's ; Paul 
lace, who is unlikely to follow 

hhnio Hovers, ptetett***? 

a London club. Results, how 

ever, been inconsistent 

pins had recently heckled 
Hodgson and the experience 
had made its mark. “He’s a man 
who suffers if he does not sic- 
ceed, if he fails to have the 100 
per-cent backing of public opin- 
ion," Moratti said- 

Inter are third in Sene A, sev- 
en points adrift of the leaders, 
JuvSntus. Although the dub 
are favourites to win the do- 
mestic cup and are also still in 
foe Uefe Cup, their title hopes 
have taken a reverse. Irotucal- 



Hodgson: Back to England 
with Blackburn Rovers 

j v ft was Eriksson* Sampdonv 
who beat Inter 4-3 at home, that 
did much of the damage- . 

In another twist, aw report- 
ed in Italy that Enkkson may. 
now do a “Blackburn’ im Una 
and step into Hodgson s shoes 
at Inter. “I will have to think 
about that," Moratti said. 


Taylor near 
to dialogue 
for peace 


Not so much a mirage, more a ghostly apparitm as mist makes Dubai look like a B mov iejs^ 
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Gordon Taylor, the chief exec- 
utive of the Professional Foot- 
ballers’ Association, has 
revealed that be is close to 
brin ging Peter Schmeichel and 
Ian Wright to the peace table. 

Taylor aiso has hopes that the 
Manchester United goalkeep- 
er and the Arsenal striker will 
avoid punishment from both the 
courts and the Football Asso- 
ciation if they are seen to de- 
clare a public truce to foe feud 
that has developed between 
them. “We have been in dose 
contact with both dubs, the 
players and the FA over the 
matter and I am hoping a meet- 
ing can be set up," Tkylor said. 

“The racist overtones of the 
dispute are of a particular con- 
cern to the PFA and we want the 
matter to be dealt with as soon 
as possible. I am hoping some 
kind of coming together can be 
arranged in the next few days. 

“There is, of course, the 
shadow of possible action from 
both the Crown Prosecution 
Service and the FA hanging over 
Schmeichel and Wight, but we 
see this dispute as a special case 
and would also hope that a swift 
reconciliation would ensure 
that both players escape any 
punishment." 

The North West Crown Pros- 
ecution Service is already con- 
sidering whether to press ahead 
with legal proceedings, follow- 
ing complaints that foe Danish 
international had aimed a racist 
insult at Wright when United 
played Arsenal at Old Trafford 
in November. 


The row boiled over once 
again last Wednesday when 
Wright made a two-footed chal- 
lenge on Schmeichel during Ar- 
senal’s 2-1 defeat at Highbury. 
A police officer was forced to 
step in to pull foe two players 
apart at the final whistle. 

Initial reports claimed Wright 
had put foe second confronta- 
tion down to another racist slur 
and, although he now insists he 
did not malm any such imputa- 
tion, the fact Schmeichel is tak- 
ing legal advice suggests he is 
ready to dear his name in court 

Thylor dismissed such a sug- 
gestion when he added: “We 
were made aware tty United 
that Peter was taking legal ad- 
vice from foe club solicitor, 
Maurice Watkins. But foe mes- 
sage I have got from Alex Fer- 
guson and Arsfine Wenger is 
that they would like both play- 
ers to get together to sort out 
foe dispute themselves. 

“The fact that the Crown 
Prosecution Service are con- 
sidering whether to take action 
makes thing s difficult. But I 
would hope that their decision 
on whether to instigate pro- 
ceedings, and theFAs, would be 
influenced favourably by a pub- 
lic reconciliation.’' 

■ Nicky Butt was yesterday 
ruled out of Manchester Unit- 
ed’s European Cup quarter-fi- 
nal with Rnto at Old Trafford 
next Wednesday. The mid- 
fielder aggravated an ankle in- 
jury shortly after coming on as 
a substitute in United’s victory 
at Arsenal last week. 
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In the mood: Severiano Ballesteros (left) and his Spanish compatriot Jose Maria Olazabal appear to have 
orchestrated their practice swings as they make good use of foie delay that caused before the start of 
yesterday's pro-am precursor to the Dubai Classic Photograph: David Cannon/Allsport 
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Wednesday’s Solution 
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Venables confident 
of Australian rule 


ACROSS 

I Find you make errore here, 
but not with the down dues? 
17.6) 

10 Translated "aquatic animal” as 
horee(7) 

I I Holiday resort featured in 
novel (7) 

12 Disaimmahon. in asense (5) 

13 Policeman appearing out of 
foe blue? (9) 

14 Starts to write in very large 
letters? (5) 

16 Put hot dressing on fowl sub- 
sequently chilled (9) 

15 Staff taken out bv force? (9) 

19 Several thousand must be in- 
volved in Great War battle (5) 

20 A hip seems to suffer stress 
(9) 

23 Australian football strips, 
made to measure (5) 

24 Newly ordained pnest taking 
oriental holiday, maybe (7) 


25 Roman emperor had origi- 
nally repulsed Scot (7) 

26 Banner PM characterised as 
attractive? If s the bearing 
(8,5) 

DOWN 

2 Linen for the freshly 
groomed? (9) 

3 Marquis in nance to be re- 
sponsible for linear measure 



Sensational cover printed 
without a sign of hesitation 
(5) 

Public performance a bisho 


7 CbmmandiiK height? (5) 

8 Condition ofpamtmg (very 
modern) (S-2-3-3) 

9 Wearing electric bhie busi- 
ness suits? (5, 8) 


15 As a cretin turns out Lobe - 
bigoted? (9) 

16 Identification accepted by 
tense dub official (9) 

17 Disease found in grouse (9) 

21 Turkish governor planting 
tree in US state (5) 

22 interior of kitchen re-de- 
signed according to profes- 
sional code (5) 

23 Set to introduce promotion in 
South American resort (5) 


CPutMicd to Newspaper PobliriiliigPLC, I Chb^ Square, CamiyWhaALondoii El 4 SDU sad tnuedai Mirror CokntrFriiu, Si 
AltaM Road, Watted Back nun avaihMe bum Historic Newspapers. 01988 MOTTO. 
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Terry Venables said yesterday he 
was confident that Australia 
could qualify for the 1998 Wbrid 
Cup finals, following his three- 
day get-together with foe 
European -based Australian na- 
tional players. 

“The last three days have 
been brilliant," explained foe 
former England coach. 
“There's been no real surpris- 
es. I am very impressed with the 
way' that foe team has settled 
down together. 

“It’s not been easy. I want to 
get away from the ‘them and us’ 
conversations that have beep 
going on. It just makes it easi- 
er for the European-based play- 
ers to meet here and now 
instead of travelling elsewhere 
to get a whole squad together 
for people that play in foe 
southern hemisphere. 

“I am very pleased with foe 
way foe squad have reacted,” he 
admitted. “They are able to be 
receptive and they are able to 
take on new ideas I am vety con- 
fident that 1998 is a realistic tar- 
get” 

“The Australians play in dif- 
ferent teams all over the globe 
and, whilst it was easier as Eng- 
land manager to get everybody 
together, the work they have 
done when they have been here 
has been first class. 

“The whole team has been 
slick and professional in their 
approach to qualifying. They 
nave all gelled together very 
welL” 

Venables has had the difficul t 
task since he took over of com- 
bining his Portsmouth duties 


with his Australian job and also 
dealing with an initially hostile 
public. 

But victories in the Four Na- 
tions tournament and qualify- 
ing games against Tahiti and the 
Solomon Islands have trans- 
formed Venables' image. 

“There hasn’t been too many 
problems since LbeThhitigame. 
There are always going to be 
people that object to your ap- 
pointment but I don't see there 
are any real problems," he said. 

“I picked four different 
squads tot I did chat when I was 
with En glan d I am still trying 
to get a full idea of how this 
team is going to pan out but so 
far I have a rough idea of what 

I 'want,” 

Venables will return to Aus- 
tralia in May and remain there 
over the summer before com- 
ing back to England for the start 
of foe new season. 

Pick Knight, head of foe 
consortium trying to take over 
at Brighton, yesterday offered 
new hope to Seagulls’ support- 
ers that an end to foe power 
struggle for control of the club 
could well be in sight. 

Knight revealed that “gen- 
uine progress" is being made in 
mediation talks with co-owners 
Bill Archer and Greg Stanley. 

Detailed proposals for the re* 
structuring of the Third Division 
club were presented by the 
consortium to Archer and Stan- 
ley at foe latest meeting with 
mediators from the Centre for 
Dispute Resolution in London 
on Monday. 

Albion’s co-owners have 


asked for more time to consid- 
er the consortium's plan and 
they wfll respond at the next 
meeting, earmarked for next 
Wednesday. 

Knight said: “AH Albion sup- 
porter will share my frustration 
thnr the mediation meeting did 
not produce a cut and dried re- 
sult 

“But I can confirm that our 
plans represent a progressive 
route forward for the chib, which 
the consortium is confident it can 
detiver. We remain optimistic of 
a positive outcome." 

Brighton-born Knight is a 
life-long Albion fan and is ap- 
pealing to supporters to con- 
tinue to get behind the team in 
their battle for league survival. 

Russia's football authorities 
lifted restrictions on foreigners 
playing in its Premier League on 
Wednesday to bring it into line 
with the rest of Europe, a 
league official said. 

Leonid Ljpovoi, vice-presi- 
dent of the Professional Foot- 
ball League, said a rule barring 
dubs from fielding more than 
three foreigners had been 
scrapped in accordance with the 
Bosman decision lifting such re- 
strictions elsewhere on the con- 
tinent. 

“W: decided to cancel aD lim- 
itations for foreign players m the 
Premier League to keep to Eu- 
ropean roles and to be able to 
march together down the 
Bosnian path,” Lipovoi stud. 
“The whole of Europe, includ- 
ing Russia, has to follow foe 
same roles and we welcome 
this." 
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And: & beer to 
with it. 




rfloM BEST SEl -LING PREMIUM 
V CASK ALE SINCE 1777 



